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For o\ (M' Iwenty x oars \ iet- 
nam has hoen in llu' fon'lroiit 
ol world nows. 'Ilu' j)(‘0|»l(‘ ol 
this small ooimlrx. our plaiiol’s 
|>ain and prido, has ama/.(‘d 
the world wilh its iniraculous 
heroism. 



I'(ir \rars ll»(‘ uli(>lr world lias follow 

drvclopincnts iit \ nMiiain. 'I h(' pf'opU* of tlii^^ 
small courPry has ama/i'd ihr woi'ld wilh its 
imraruloiis lu'ndsm in tin' coiirsi' of tin* open 
(‘onfionlaliim w ith ihr 1 riil(‘<l Statt's ofAinrrica: 
the mifzhiicst of all imp<M*ialisl jxiwias has horn 
siihjcct i nj; \ irtnatn to ditaa l a^^rrssion I'hr 
world has had (xaasion to ohs(‘r\(‘ yrl af^airi 
that no f(*r(’<* of arms is ahlo lo wipr out idras. 
to wipe out a p«a)j)lr (h'frndin^ its indopondcnrr 

llo\\ (‘\(‘i" ('lo(| ucti 1 1\ tin- I nilod Statt's' diplo- 
mats speak of “‘peace” and “}/ood will and 
whatever iirw doctrines they enunciati'. tlu'V’ 
cannot eonei'al the fait that in Indochina the 
I SA is ('sealatin^ its ression. l ollowinj; the 
collapse of tlu'ir notorious ‘A ii'lnamisation” jiol- 
iey tiu' I s aj 4 y'f'<‘ssors are now having' rrcourse 
to most sinislei' and hrutal methods of warfare: 
tlo'v an' harharoiislv hoinhiiifx areas in South 
Nn'tnam and towns and \illa}jn‘s m the l)emo- 
t ratn Hepuhlii of \ ietnam, deslrovin;! dams and 
dikes and emploviiif^^ so-called met<'orolofiieal 
w.irfare methods. I'lie harharoiis destiuetion of 
li\in|j: nature, eondiieted in \ietnam in aeeord- 
anei' with ( lA plans, is fraught wilh emuinoiis 
danger to manv future ^.M'lierat inns (»f tin popu- 
lation of Indoc hina. ”( tin* art of ai^i^ression 
iiic'v itahly h'ads to anothc'rwilh more danfic-roiis 
eonse(|uenees,” it is noted in the Soviet (iovi'in- 
inent Statc'menl of Mav I'J, l!)7‘i *’,\evv and 

more' hi'inous acts of harharilv and ('nine's are 
addl'd to those that hav c' alrc'adv lu'c n eornmilti'd. 
As a ri'sult this war ac'cpiin’s a character that 
inen'asin;j:l V affc'cts the' inlerc'sts of manv coun- 
Ini's and p('o|d»'s.” 

1 III' crime's of the' 1 nitt'd State s' militarv are' 
emphalicall V eoneh'inm'd hy the' Soviet pe'oph' 
and all other hoiu'st people* throughout the' 
woild. riu' \ let name st', vn ho have the sup])ort 
and fiill-se ah' assislane'e of the' Sov it'l I iiion 


and other socialist countrie's, in fact of all pro- 
j^re'ssive mankind, are de'ti'rmined to eh'fend 
the'ir freedom and iruh'pe'ndence. 

All men of honour in the* world ar(' declaring: 
their solidarilv vv ith e'lnhattled \ ietnam. "Hands 
off Vie'tnam! . "Yankees ^o home'! and "Shame 
on the hutcheis of Sorif^my!' an' soiiu' etf tin' 
slofj^ans one can see' in almost e've'rv country. 

In appre'ciation of the massive* sujiport and 
assistance from the' Sov u't 1 nion and olhe'r so- 
cialist countries, Ihime' .Ministe r IMiam \ an l)on<x 
said em the ‘Joth anniversarv etf the' Democratic 
Ih'puhlic of Nie lnam: " Hk' hislorv of our lle*- 
puhlic's hirlh. e'vislence' and dev e'lopme'iil show s 
that e'aeh e)f the' victories seori'd hv the* Nielna- 
me'se reveelulion is unthinkahh' without the* 
V ielorie's of the Sov ie't liiion and othe-r socialist 
c'ountries, without lhe'f:rowlh and c'onsolidalion 
of the' world rc'v ol u I ionarv niovc'inc'iil' 

1 he* c'sc'alalion of militarv hri^^a nclat.re' will not 
hrin^" the* afi^rc'ssor vietoiv on the' hatih'lic'Id. 
h'ac'ts eonvincinyd V indicate* that nc'^^ot ia t ions arc* 
the* onlv wav' to a pe acefiil sc'ttlemc'nt Ihe hody 
ol proposals made hv the- Prov isional Hc'v oliiticui- 
arv ( iove'rninenl of the* JU'puhlie of South 
\ielnam and the* t iov c'l nmc'iil of the* De'inoc iatic 
Me'puhlic of \ ic'tnam and hr'on^^hl to the* notice 
of the whole world provide* a pro;zramme' of 
ae tiem fe»r such a set th nn'iit. 

V llashpoinl in the world. \ le'tnam has won 
the- c'sie'c'in of all ju'o^ i'i'ssIn c' mankind. .Much 
has ht'eii writli'U ahout the* courage' of he'i cle- 
fe•nch'r'^. ahout the* mass he roism eef he r ]ie*ople'. 
and mue h w ill ye'l he* w ril te n. M ihlarv' hisieu ians 
w ill assess and analvse* the* pe'ojdc' s v\ar. the* 
lu'ioie hattles fought hv the* National l.ihe'iation 
\rmv e>f South \ielnam aixainst the* I nile'd 
Stall's' base's, the* superb ;iir de'fe'ucc's of the* 
Dc'inoe ralic He'piihlic of \ ielnam. and the* titanic 
effort of that eountrv’s working eiass and peas- 



X^MiyOii Thai /an. 
a peasanl from 
tlio province of 
Xgcan, is a mcin- 
})cr of the JVople’s 
Volunteer Corps 




antrv Wrih'rs will rrc'ord for all time llif 
s| ifiifi I li of lh<‘ p«M)|)l<'\ their (li‘voti<ni lo 

their hoiiielatui arxl their lidelity to tin* ideals 
of the F'<*\'olul ion. 

Xielnani as it wns in 19(>7 is soiioMhin^ that 
I aM<l ll\a (da/ono\ sh.dl ne\er for*re|, \s we 
Iraselh’d mans hundreds of miles .‘don{^ Df'Hio- 
( latie \ ielnam s front-line roa<ls we went out 
of our v\ay lo find out as mueh as pos.sdtie 
about the eountix, tlu' lift* and work of its 

people aud the stru;j;}^le lhe\ are waf^in}^ \11 

eulrit's in this diars' of our journev and ail 
lisa's skelelu's ainl portraits w ert* wriUtm and 

drassn on the spot amon^ Nielnanu'st* soldi(‘rs, 
at \ietnamese faetoiies, tlurin^ hrit‘f eneoiinters 
with tlie people \sf met on our travels, in the 
eourst* of eons tusat ions hs‘ the lifjrht of tiny 

kt'iostMie lamps lu peas;tiit huts and in tin* 

ofliees (»f ministers of slait*. 




I he Hiilhors with People’s Volunleers from Zoiu* IV (Serpfei Vy- 
sotsky on the far left and Ilya (lla/iinov in llie centre) 
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! }i(' poinl fr'otn whicli S(>\ id slcamrrs s('i sail lo lake 
lo lljzliliiif^ \ iclfiafu 





A (lay Ix'fort^ wo How iiilo ^ ladiv oslok a uiim- 
Ix'O of shi])s l(‘ft for \ ioliiam, holh laiikcrs and 
oar^O'shi])S. d’ln* sloaiuor l\(iZ(U)Jn<>ifc on \\ hioh 
wo woro to sot off for J lai])lion^'^ an as |(» sail 
llio noxl dax'. Ships with oarj^oos dosiincd for 
tlio DRV loavo tlio SoN’iot 1 nion almost tworN 
(la\', 

Whon w'o arri\’('d in Vladi\'(»stok tin' lUiztIoJ- 
noi/r's, oar^o w as still Ix-in*^ loath'd, d'w o oram-s 
woro nind)l\ lifting sacks of floor and lt>\N('rin;i 
tluMi! into th(' hold. Yoon‘S dookt'i's w»'t«' working; 
for all tho\ w ('rt' w orth, hnri N in^ to make the 
most of th(‘ swnnN da\ whnh had ('onn' at last 
after int(‘rfninal)h‘ drizzh' and sloct width 
had mad(' it inipttssihlt' tt) load tin* (arjrt» t)f 
ilou r. 

riio officer in ohar;^(' tt*ld »is llu' ( ar<.;t> wtndtl 
ho some throt' ihtmsantl tons alt o”^('t In'r. 

Since ihort' nn as still timt' tt» kill ht ftot' w f 
saih'd (da/nnt»\ anti I wont tt> ha\t' a lotdx at 
the Aa\ al Vomolt'rN \\ (‘ took lh<‘ mam rt)ad 

AN hioh f2:t>os out to Pati'oclus lia\ and then ttirnt'tl 
off on tt) iht' narrow roatl lfatlin;j- to thf ot'mt'tt r\ . 
Its till' t'otr'anco llitri' stttod a tall tthtlisk, part 
ol a mttnumonl to tht' men of the ornisfr 
\ (iri/iii;. Rohind it slrotoht'd ondh'ss rttws of 
”ra\’os, {graves of sailors av ho had fallen in sea 
hattlos anti those w Im had ])t'rish('d as lht'\ 
eraj)j)lotl NNith the olomonts. It NNas htrt' that 
thf writt'r ^ . K. ArsoiiA o\ , the outstanthn;; o\ 
jtltnt r of Pi imtM At' and the St)A iot I'ar I'.ast. was 
hunt'd 

It NN as alreatlN oA'oniiifj Iia the time nn t' ^»^ot 
hack to \ latl 1 \ ostt)k and the lights nn c re ;^oinf.r 
on. I ho toNN n la\ strotohed tnit hoforo us f„>^irtinti 
tht' hay at tht' ftiot t)f the hills an hioh sitipfti 
tlt)NN II tti thf st'a. Lijzhts frt»m radit)-ioasls 
^dt amt'd rt tl in iht' tlisianoc. I lit' ptu't Nva'« 
|)artif ularl \ imprt'ssiNf ionn that all the ships 
NN ('rt' lit up A sirt'ii from tmo of tin* iaiinoht's or 



^ iiri Ma\iint)\ ich 1 Ikiii oaploiii of llu' /h/r. 


lilies NNoiihl (ufret' tht' ni^dil air ('n f r\ uttNN and 
t Ilf n. 

\\ hih' our ship NNas still Kiof at aut hor n\ t' 
fttuld st't' \ lath N tistok slrttfluu” toil likt' a 
^•Ifamiiif ht)r‘>fsliof hfhind us Sit't'p nnos N('r\ 
far from our minds, n.tNN that nn t' Nst-rt' ahtmt 
to sfl off tui a lon;i jo-mit'A, a jtoiriifN' t.t) a 
tt>nnlr\ that NNas a focal pttinl tif worltl affairs 
.\l four ti'f hit k a httrth r-^uartl launch (Ik'nn U|» 
anti tht' last formalities ht'forf nni' liftt'tl anchoi 
AN t'l't' stitm dt'all NN ith, 

captain himself NNas on NNatch \ uri 
MaxiinoAii'h I ikin NNas a kintl man nniiIi a rcatlA 



I .(>,1(1 iiifj: th(' lidzdolnoi^c 


smile. \er\ prepossi'ssiiin. I imlieed lu>u (|iiiekl\ 
Me |»ull<'(l mil frem llu' pier aitd fiol nmlei m.in 
ill t lie (lai'k. I \\ (• di' t lifei' sliofl emu mamls \ eii 
111 an infiiiilel\ ealm xeiee and Me Mere off. 
I In re Mas no fuss or slioiilin^ on llie ileek or 
the Inliljje. 

InunedialeK after lirt'akfasi tin* next morninn 
there Mas a load kinuk at the door of our eahin 
and a surninonN from the ea|>lain to ^o u|> on 
to the hridf^e. A plane Mas skimming Iom <)\ er 
the Mater in oni' direi lion \Nith a roar it sMept 
ON «*r ns almost knocking the lop off the ship’s 
masts. 'I'lnm it swooped at ns ajxain and tliis 
time I look a jihotojiraph. It was a fonr-eiif^ine 


filarie and the nnmher was eas\ to make out — 
i s Air I'one loOorj. With the help of a eata- 
lonne we soon worked out that it was an ( >rion 
armed with ihpl h -ehar^o's and toipeiloes 

I he plant' went on tirelin^^ round ns for 
ahont an hour, tiiNinj.! low and loopin;^ the hiop 
We had a lini> view of tin' pdot in a NNhite 
helmt't and arint'd with a cme-ea int'ia. lit' was 
oh\ionsl\' hlininj^ tin' I\nz<l(tl imi/f as sht' sailed 
«»n In'r wav. At liis| it Inld om- attention 
Init then wi' each went ahont oiir work. Ilya 
and 1 s(*nl onr lirsi ii'porl haek to thi' jiajier at 
linitH'. 

VVt' soon ^ot to know tin' \arions niendx'rs 
of the eii'M - hma ( Iri^oryt N it h tin* eha trit ian, 
a (irt't'k h\ hiith who had spt'nl a w hoh' yt'ar 
Morkinj^ in \ ielnam. I Ik h' was no end to his 
indignation at what llit' Vnnrieans were doin^: 
“What nntnslt'i's lln'\ aic! Ihev ri' lasing the 
eonnlry to N\asit‘, hnrnin^f down whoh' towns. 
Siii'cIn' tln'v must realise that all tin' \delnam('se 
want to do is to Ii\a‘ in peace and he left to 
I ht'i r own <h'\ iet's . . . .“ 

I had ample opportnnitN to slnd\ the NNtdl- 
ordt'red life on hoard onr ship and to admire 
the mntnal n‘s|)('( l with which all int'inhers of 
the crew treated each other. F,\('r\oiie knew 
NS hat ln‘ NS as a 1 m ml and no one ehivs ied an n hody 
I'Ise. At hist nianee it st'emi'd as if Illinois haj)- 
peiietl antomatieallN . hnl ohs ionslN a j^immI di al 
NS as thanks It* the efrnitiU'N of the captain ainl 
th<‘ lirsi ofhet'r. 

h'or several days the sst alln r ssas on t rt ast and 
tlrt'arv . d lu' sNind lasht'd np foamy NNaNcs. An 
endless sneeession of .Amerit'an ])lain's ki'pl 
IniNcrin^ tiveihead, hut no oni' paid imnh allt'ii- 
lion to thiMii Ix'eansi' wt' all had ssork to do. 

At si.x o'(‘lo('k OIK' evening hefort' the asseni- 
hled crew , the captain {^aNc a short, t lear out- 
line t>f the cress's rt'sponsihililies diirinp the 
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\o\agt*. He tnen I i< iiumI tiial IIumj' iiad 
IxM'ii reports in tin' press to tlo^ effect that the 
IN‘nlagon “hawks' had (‘all('d for mines |o he 
laid at tiu' approaches to fiaipliong and ( ampha. 
so we had to lie read\ for all kinds of (‘inergc n- 
eies. ( )n(' of ihe sailors called onl : “Whatcwi'r 
ha[»p<'ns we ll get thi'oiigh! ll was (h'cided that 
w would get till* Hour through to our \ let- 
namesc' eoiniades whate\c'r the cost, and in tin 
conisc of the Novagc' the- eitw joiixHl the- 
.Socm'In for Sovi('t-\ i«'lnamesc‘ hricMidship. 

(ila/uno\ and 1 had hrought with ns jni'scnts 
donated h\ \onng So\ iel sehocdehild ren fen 
\ietnainesc- hoN s and girls. \\ <> als<t had lellc'rs 
from tln'in and 1 rc'ad out some of tlu'sc* to tin- 
eiew. riu' h'tters w I'rc' \('r\ tonehing and full 
of (oneern for iheir hrothers and sisicns in a 
distant land Om‘ of them was from tin* I'.rnsi 
riialmann h'ii<'iidshi|) (!lnh in the town nf 
Korahlino dlNa/an J\egioir. it r<‘ad : 

“Dear fric'iids in \ ietnam, 

“ I he memhers of the riialmann (iliih at Seliocd 
\o, 2 in onr town are sending \on ])res«‘nls for 
children in Nic'lnani and tin* nn'ii lighting in tin* 
Liheration Army, We wish >on (*\erv sneeess 
in life and rapid xietors oxi'r the enemies of 
\onr honn*land. I lands id'f \ i(*tnani! 

“'ionr So\i<*t fii(*nds from tin* town of Kora- 
hl ino.“ 

After that letl«*r tin* sailors asked me if I liad 
arl^ otheis with nn* and 1 start(*d r«*ading h*tter 
aft(*r leltc'r 

As \\ n salh*d into tin* IMiilippim* Sea the 
We ather was still overcast and there* was a warm 
hr(*e*/.e* blowing. It was much ealme*r hnt the* 
gre*e*n-w hite s(*a was still laee*el with thick foam 
reminisee*nt of melting iee-eream. 1 In* late*st 
we'athe*!* re'port promised us I’oree* () and 7 winds 
in the South (diina Sea. We* also ln‘ard over 
the* radio that the* Americans wt*re slndling tin* 


l)ll\ coast from militar> vessels in tin* ronking 
(inlf and that mines w e*rt* he‘ing laid in the 
e*stnaries ed the* major rive'rs. 

That night we* e rossed the I ropic of (iancer 
and picke'd ni> a .lapanese weather re*porl le'lhng 
iis that a tvphoeni had blown up in*ar tin* 
IMiilippinc’s, that h.iel he*e*n < hrisle‘m*d “Sallv”. 


\ii Ann'i’ican plain* appc'ared on lln* port 
how of onr ship 








PILOT DANG 


lit whole ^Milf w'.'is LJIIertMl will) jm»K 






i<'fl N util. mi f.'i l’!;imr, luu' li.ul in- 
;i M \ 111 w ■- (if t lirrn 

|).iiu' w.i'^ .1 M-tirciil cl i;i ract ('1 .iml 1 1 , 1 1 1- w « rs 
\\i ic -imr! .tmi In the jxiiiit Ills xtciii i \ ) i i'cv-.i( in 
w.i-s i»nl\ rchi'vcd h\ llu \\isihil -.kIiksn m his 
eves, Imf when he st.utiMl lalkine .ihiml llu 
siilfetiiie ih.it had falh'n to ht- hit in helilthd 
It with a inei'fs s mill 

\l middaN we (Imk.^d :,! Ihnphmie W . h .d 
1 e;(( ) M< I \ 1 el 11- ! m .( t last I 1 ei i ‘ i ! w .i - . I h< ( . n m 1 1 \ 
111 ihe forefnuil of wiiild news \ -ijin si.nted 
nj) jmt a- we diopjied amiei -it tin iin.iv^nh 
I'leitvo'nl \uss,e>, and ev^ih'-mo' (d ' lo Us ii.nld 
lu he.irii hoth i!\ thi' town ,ind on tin' -hips m 
tlie haihoui, and tin 'k\ w e- Idled with sumke 
fioin (he shell Inii.sfs \ineiii.in Idi.tnlunis w ei-e 
swoiijiine diiwn o\ ( I- lh(' town and tin h.iihom 
I n s t . 1 1 la 1 1 o n - . shells s|ilashini' and e\[ihidine m 
their w alve 

Ihe ( hiiM'se -hips itn»oi-('d ne.tihx w «'H' ralhei 
Iiid, hut lotd\t'd pi( 1 ures<j ne ji.onted all uvei with 
eha t ,n I ('I s t tt her s hi ps i n ( 1 nd « d t In' '^i o n t ( i - d t 
/keis/iie ficin t tdi'ss.i ,ind tin' l\ a i i < 1 1 il <i L 1 1 <il f \ 
iioin \ rlv ha I leel s k, tin' l\ i >i i < >[ )n iiL a fioin tin 
I’olish poll o! <id\iiia and ;i I'lili-h i -ireo-shi p 
fiom 1 ondoii inches dca'ji in soat like .i ihiinlieN- 
sweep 

\11 these vessels w ii e Wallin^ t<» moor up 
to he nnlo. idl'd Ikiiie piiinted out that ioiii 
S(»v let sleaiiieis weie all heine unloaded inside 
tile port 

When Ikiii;,: h.n! eoiin' ati ho.ird that inornine 
iheie had hi'eli \ l e I 1 1. 1 U i ese hoidil e,,,,|ds with 
him I he\ si'.ded up the ship s iadn> set and 
,islv('d us net to lake aiiv photopuafdis I his ol 
(oin-( w ,is epiitc' n.ilui.d in wai eonditmu-' 

111 , It eveiiine a hmneh was snp[)osed to he 

(online to fetch < I i . t / ii n o v and n i \ s e 1 1 . while 
tin' would still have to wait (juite 

a lone time foi lic'i tmu to he unloaded, 


l„il( th.il c'veniiie the iu'iith whin of a motor 
annoiimid the aiiival oi a sniall l.inneh eom- 
p|et‘ with a canioidlaee nl hiamhes to com eal 
the niu//les ..| the n i ;n h i n e-e n [ i - on hoard 1 here' 
weie im lamps ar tviii a ehniiuer ot liejil on 
hoaid \ rope laddc'i was ht down Iroin tin' 
snh' (if the ship and seven Niehiainesc' cauie 
alx'.i/d \nimie IIk'Hi we;e euls dicssed in 
a 1 1 1 , n 1 1 V ( n 1 1 n 1 1 1 , d ( . > - 1 1 1 m e ; i n d ( a r i v i n ” h u m h e s 
I'l -I, id ml I Ihe two men a ( < ( m i pa 1 1 v i n e them 
Wi'ie the deputv .'dllm o( the Vnutll p.iper 
I III h Nall \ . I m and 1 e I ha n h f ro m the < eii I ral 
t ommi\t(( id the \ nnm id Woikinu ^ onth id 
\ let nain I W d 

We had .1 lone )(iurne\ ihioiieh Nn'tn.im 
ahead of Us which wa- (a hriije; ns into caiilact 
with countless new people and f;iN(' iis manv 
iic'w impi essUMis, hut m verlheless vv c' were sad 
to sav eoocl hve to tin crew d he laiHieh motor 
stalled up and we moved off. .Sidcfic'ts kept a 
sih nt vied at the mac h i u c'-e u ns. ecxd lirc'c'/c' 
was hlowine in from tlie ^ulf and a smell of 
seavvc'ed Idled the ail. I lore was not a flielver of 
liejil to he seen apait fiom the dim ehivv of a 
shnlded ciearetlc' Ihe hiiehllv ht I Iti zdol n o ij c 
on which we had tr.ivelled o\ er ‘d.hdO miles fiom 
our native shoies was dlsap|)C'ariue cjuieklv into 
t he dlstam e 

llaiphone^ l,i\ in pitch darkness 'I he' hote l 
vvhc'ie vv »• w t'lc' to spend the niehl was riphi nc'st 
to the port 1 noticed a pfri'a! niimher of crate's 
.ind packine eases Iviiie an tin' p.ivcrnenls 

It was aiir fijsi niefit an d;v land for some* 
time and it sec iued stranpc' to feel m> I'oe'kine 
sc'iisation and hear no la[»pinp water ()ni' la'ds 
v^e'Ie e'cpiipped with moscpiito nets and I tlmuehl 
to mvself that il there' was a s(npris(' altaek 
clainherim.' out of such a hed would he epiite an 
uinlertakiii;:. hut we would pr'oh.ihiv pc't used 
to It ! 
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SIGNS OF WAR 


W r unr V\Mk('ll Uj) <',nl\ lilt' ll('\l IhoMilIlj 
\ht'i tlMnliiii” (|uhIv ( ii|t ttf ( liitirsf Ic.-i \\c 
kt.hlt (1 'HI I liiL':_'.ii'r iiilo :i l!i:i| w m i i'Mi i^rd 

.1 ' n >111111" fiitm I III' (.oik\ Ml ltd I Wml-.s ,111(1 
diii'il\i (limlinl inlo ;iii'<!ticr W i‘ llii'ii |>m>- 
iiiik'il !‘> IcMi lliioiiijli till town ;it ti'p ■ |n‘(‘il 

••ill Nihnlrs IILnll ;i IlldsI }Hl till I'xCIlIC Sl^lll 

'\il \'l!li L'ICCII In ,ili( Ih''^ . llic\ rrsrili- 


till'd fiiH'sl hills riillicr ili;iii iiiccli.'iinc.'il cdii- 

N CN .IliCCs 

I (■ rii.'iiili was lmn'\in^^ iis i>n mn' w.ay he 
s|>(ikc (’M'cliciil Kiissiati after liavini: studied in 
Miisdtw . e\)dai iiiri^'^ that an Xinernan air raid 
w.is imininent ,\s a nili' the jdanes used ti> 
appear at niie and the same time e\ ei n dav. 

.\iiw we were able In |.rel a ^i»nd nh'a of the 


\ II IM 




iilai'K amouni of (lr\ ablation uii llir oul- 

skiiis of lli(' lowti. In IIm' slia<l<' <if tin- tn-c^ alon;^' 
all llu' str<'ots s|oo(f cnoi'inoos hoxc^ aiut p.irKio;: 
f a^cs <•( »ii (a I til 11^'^ varioos (\[M‘s <>[ r(|iii|Mii('iit 

N\ o oaii^lit ‘-i^'^lil of the wofds. Ilaiitllo vvilli 
< afr’” and tin* nanios af \ aiious >>n\ i« t li'a(!in}j 
a^fiuios. 

When wv had al/aads hfl llio Iowa hchind 
in' th(‘ air-iaid sunn went off and lapiil xc.lirvs 
of shots lan;^' on! 

rh(‘ rontn to Hanoi — “Ronln ,\o h"- was an 
asphalt main road Inadin^^ for ihn most part 
through a plain of rinn-lields, hut o< < asii oiall \ 
<li\in;i into tin- shade of (loseK planted trees 
anion'; which clustered small \dla;;es Hen nil 
then* red-hriclv (.atholic churches tow«'i«d np 
above the bamboo and the palm proses I hey 
weie fiarl of \ietnams lidieritaine from the 
I rench colonial ref^inie I here w en^ iiiimn'tak 
abh'- si^ns of war the whole way, such a- wotaeii 
clearin;; aw'a\ tin' rnhble of a destiovrd stmu* 
building, passinj; bricks from oin' to the olln-r 
in a chain, rhe barrels of anti-aii craft j;nns 






hating; \\lu''ll«“ frcun llic s(»l(li«‘r on s«*jiIi’\ (hil\ 
and a \\rt\c of llir liaj^ tln' train nin\nd f(*i\\ar<l 
a('i(>ss tin' lni<l;jr pnflin^" liaid as it \\('nt I In- 
rainonllaL'iMl IrncUs niadr tin ir \\a\ slowlx 

across ra 1 1 1 1 n I o n ( 1 1 \ 

W •' si<ttMl llnac liardK daiiiif^^ to for 

lircalli as lire (rain cdj_M'(l foi-\\ai<l I tlionfzlit tn 
in\srlf \\ iial on cartli ^^onl(l lia|>|)cn if iIh‘I«' 
as an an raid ii^lil now * Kut tlic \ iclnamcsc 
w<i<’ nHctl\ lalin as llic\ went alroiil llicir 
W(»rlv, llicic was no paiin- or Inisllc wlialsoc\cr 
\flcr lo<d^ln^/ lonnd we (■an;jlit si^lit irf what 
ninsl lia\c l»ccn In'lpin^ to keep then wits ahont 
tloMii' on holh hanks ii^ht inxt to the hrid^e 
and at some dislaine we eaiiiiht si{,dit of the 
haii'els of anti aiic raft i^nns, which ;.’a\e ifie 
(ids-inic a re^rniar palisade \s if he had rea<l 
i>ni lhon*jhls llianli said with a smile ’* I hei-e 
.ne iixkels as well' lint the\ le hidden pn>p- 
ei 1 \ 

Win n he <an{,di! si<^ht of (ila/nno\ lakin|_f out 
his sket ( h I n^ - pad I ha n h h f I ed hi^ hand in .1 w a rii- 
inu Lo-'hiie “.No. N<io can I draw hei'e It a 
mihlai\ ol)je<li\»‘ I in sore sou nndeistand . 

I here > a war ni^ on 

H\ ihiN lime It was ears making: foi iiaiphoii^ 


that weia' erossinn; the hridf^i' and now 1 noticed 
that next to lh(“ l>ridf,n* on holh haidv.s a ree'r ntlv 
laid sliaMeh of railwax track led down to tin- 
wal<‘r\s ed^e. 'I'here were jiih-s of sh-epirs and 
otln'r iniildin^ (apiipnnMil lyin^j: in-ailis with the 
inexitahh' hranch eainonfla|jf('. I hosi* w r-re most 
likely to jirovide an einerf^eney suhstit iitr- cross- 
in;; in case the l)rid;;e was Ixnnhcd to hits afti r 
all. 

Another w histle v\ as lieard and oiir eolnimi of 
\ (diieles niosa-d forward at last. As w i* drose 
alon;; ddianh askeil where w i* wanted to ;;o and 
whom w wante<l to im-et. ()nr reipn-sts eo\('r(*d 
a \ er\ w i(h- raiif^e • lliaidi Ima, \ inh, llon;;a\ ... 
a faetorx, roekr-i troops, eoasl-e^iiards. hsln*rmen, 
mim-rs ami if it was at all possible to meet some 
paitisans fiom the south, la- Ihanh pi'omis<‘([ he 
woiihl make sure that most of thesr* i(*(|iiesls he 
I'omplieil with, hill he jiointed out that there 
mii:ht w «-ll he diflienlties in ronneetion with 
some of them, for \inh and Ihanh-hoa were 
iM*ar tin* 17lh I’aralh l ainl snhjer I to eonslaiit 
homhin;:. whi<h meant that it was not always 
possihh* to net ihronnh to tin in. 

Il\a ami I lln*n in*nan explainin;; to him that 
w «• had not i ome to \n‘lnam foi' a 1 es | -(ii re a ml 
that We were well aware what wai* insoKed; 
holh of Us had heen lhiou;;h the sie;;r' of la'iiiri- 
ei ad 

IK this lime w«- had nanheil the <h'\as|;iled 
suhuihs of Hanoi So ln‘n was tin* (apil.d the 




1 lie I’diul li‘(ni) } l:ii()li()n^‘ 1(1 Hmiioi 

lirsl tiling iIihI shuck iis \\;is the iinxMiiit of liccs 
:iii(l ^rccnct \ c\ cr\ w Iumc. 

\\ (‘ were to sla\ III Hanoi s »ential lii»lel, tin- 
I iiilv V/jo/ii,' Nhdl i, whicli had foniieiK heeii 
known as llic Metropoh* llie first thin” we wcic 
sh(»wn was tlie hond) slicJter in the hotels inner 
courl\ai(l. The enhance to it was snrionndeil 
h\ roses and dahlias 

There was a i^ood nimiher of foreigners al the 
hotel A Tapancse lilni-teain had come lo simot 
a (locnnieiitarv on \Tetnain and e\en walked 
about the hotel jn steel lielniets. Then iheie was 



a (hTe”alion fr<nu the Intel national Association 
of DeiiiocialK lawyers and the IVdish writer 
Monika Warneiiska Theie were also \arions 
I leinh amt liiiltsh delegations The whole 
woilds allenlion |s riVt led to \ieln,mi Do/^ 
ells of conniries and all kinds of inleinalionai 
(oniniillees and s(didaril\ assm ia I ions send their 
reprcsenlaliv es to the Denim lalic Depnhlic of 
Vietnam so as to recei\e eye witness acionnts of 
American atrocities and hiinji them to the iiohtc 
of all the pi‘0|)les of the world. 



THE CITY OF THE FLYING DRAGON 


Hnill(‘(l o( I 1,111(11 




Lifr in linnni off |o ;m oarl\ slarl H\ si\ 

o(|o<lv iIk' stfiM'Is arc cliocU-a-ldocIv willi In- 
( \ ( Ics. J In* l)ic\ clc IS llio imixcrsal inc.ms of 
tr.ms|)ort for ('Id jx'oplc, wonuMi, (Inldri'ii and 
soldn-rs. Mosl of I lie (‘\ chsls \\ oai- In lnoMs, lo|>ct s 
,md \\ idr straw liats all conijilclc witli a roof of 
|t af\ fw i;^s. Manx (d llicni lia\ c carl>incs slmi” 
across llnir shonhlcrs and sack-' balanced on 
llicir I n^fj^acc-racks. |)csjM-ralc lioolm;^ can Im 
licaid from tin' cars tixinc |o wind tlicn w.ix 
jhnm;^li tiu' sea of c\clis|s. I found il iinicdildr 
llial llicx in.ina;^^cd lo nio\ c loiwaid willion! 
kmakinc an\l>od\ off. Ml the sircits wine linc»l 
willi I liick-w ailed concri'tc wrIK, lilcrallx at 
c\ci N sif'ji, xxlin li sorx (‘d as individnal l><»nd» 
sin llcrs in cast' id sni'iiriso air raitK. Vnli air- 
(laft niacliint'-aiins cindd lie st'cn on flir io<ds 
id inanx iniildm^^s. I in | *i’o\ isod bazaars bad been 
s('t iij) at crossroads m the centre (d the tewn 
where ,1 lew dozen traders eonid b(' sei'H "<lbn;i 
\ e;.'etabl('s, bananas, stones and b'-b I here wen- 
even (lowt'is tin sale t ountlcss bninbes td (low 
ti"-. above all e|,((i|(>|| ibeii favonntes, wt'ie 
bein:.: sold evervwliere on llie street since the 
(eiitial inaiket was closed due to Vno'inan aii- 

I aids. 

< hie of the (list tiling'’ we did w a" to take a 
v^.ilk lo the Lake of till' Letlainied Sw onl W e 
went alone vvilbont a unide and lost oni wa\ a 
little. siMiiet liin^j, that is bi^lilv to be rei , 10 - 
ineiided vxlien e\|dorin;: an nnlanub.ii (ilv < hi 
this paitniilai oeeasitui il nosant llrit w ' < aine 
at loss an e\(|iiisi1e jia^titla smionntleil bv !ie(*s 
in .1 most |)it tiiiestjiie (jnarter td the < ilv II totik 
some lime |(t lint I out what it was t alhtl till we 
foiiml a Nieliiamest' win) hail a -niatf»iine "f 
iMissian and was able to tell ns that it was tin' 
Laj_mda of the Ivvt) .^is|eis w iiieb bad been 
eiciletl 111 com iiiemoi ation of a vietorioiis n})im 
inj.^ a;^ainst ( bluest' rule seveial (cliluMes befoie. 


I he njoisiii” had bt t n letl bv twt) sisters, the 

wives of Xielnainese tommandeis killed in 
batth' 

\ lew tlav ^ lali'i w ■ had a thamt' Iti hnik at 
th’ |»a;.’t)<l.m inleimi \flei loii;; iet|iies|' .oitl 
persuasion we weie eveiiluallv atlmitleil II took 
ns a lout: lime to win ov ei a hnmhbatketl oh I 

woman at tin' dom who vowed iis at his| with 
eoiisulei able suspitit)n but evenli.alL opened 
up fttr Us \ few ( iii'.ttl lavs t»f simlp'lil hileied 
into the budding: Irom smm vvht'i. vtiv hii^h U|) 
anti sttme statues ttf men atiav»'d in iieli anti 
toloutful loslume looked do»>n at le (oibnl- 
tbn{.:l\ III tin' semi darkness \t hi'st we llioneht 
that thev must be some kintl t)| tlivinilies but 

tin'll I ea I n tti that the s t a I ties 1 ep i e^ t'u I ed the 

mihlaiv I'tnimanth 1 s who had led iht' insui;.’(nl 
people in then s|iaiei:le a;’ain t the ' hinest' 
1 n I e I s \ t the (eel of all e 1 1 o I III o U I b l d 1 1 11 a tolls 
o| siiioki' Win (let! then wav slowlv beavei waids 
liometnseis lud the lieaVN lull sint'li ofineeiise 
(lib'll tin' w bob' |)a;’oda Iln M' was a '..moil (b'al 
of Oiiiamt'lital stone w oik most 'd tlu' taivt'tl 
fates wolt' stein I'vpit's'-iims . nd were absmlteil 
in till' pnrsui! td jiassimis ibal wi'M' fai fioiii 
leleslial. on I lit' tonliaiv nnmislakablv of tins 
woihl L> n h ”il|s toveied the tlais in I ion I of the 
statue of Ibitlilba \n ml, n ale di sii.'ii wliieb 
pb'ainetl tlindv with buinisbetl ;_'ob! bneil tin' 
bl.n k walls ainl atilies aliil tin'ie s\eit' orinn 
nnnlal in iiiplmns ive|\wbeii' 

I lit' Niitnanu'se peo|de s sti ne;;h' a';ainsl een 
t n IK'S t d t b I n t‘se ml ot 1 1 1 p 1 es an important 
jikiee in lilt'll bislorv (roin the limi' of the 
(ountlalion of the liisl dviiaslu's m loiikine 
(.Inna luh'd over tin' lasteiu pail of Imloebina 
for a thonsam! veam riylil uji to !>()S \ 1 ) llolb 

( oebin-( Inna as tin' ( Inin si' luleis lefi'irt'd In 
the south t)f \ielnam ami \nnam the it'iitral 
part of the etuniliv wt ie subji'tliil to ( hint'st' 



<loiiiii)al loii I Ih-ii al tlx' ciid of ll)<‘ sr\ on I ii 

and Ix'^^mnin^'^ of llio 01;^ li I orii I li (rnlnr\ I'la’ncli 
III issiona t ^larlial to inlilliato I iid ocii 1 iia In 

(lie wako of llic <all)(ilir |irics|s canio |•|■rn<•|l 
liooji-^ and tin sllI|l'^ of tin- lioiicli colon 1 vet -s, 
III ISI^J llicN iioiidiardcd llaiioi. Init tlic «‘il\ s 
fn'cdom lo\ lii}i jH-opIc slaiiiicliK drfciidial llicir 
IiIhiIs “llicic I-, no (one winch can compel ns 
to hcioinc sla\cs In the conisc of oiir hislorv 
o\ Cl llionsands id \cai's oiif nation has alwa\s 
d IS I in;..; n 1'^ lied itself liN its teiiaiilx aiul nnshak- 
ahle 1 es( i| 1 1 1 K t n . tune and a|iain it has defealeil 
and put lo rout a;j;_' nssoi s minh more jiowiafnl 
than itsi'H, " leads part of the declaration 

addic'.sed h\ the ( enlial romiiiiltee of the \ lel- 
nani halhi'iland l ionl to all their fellow eonnl- 
I \ men 

It as hot and sln(f\ in Hanoi The lempera- 

tni» Was in the thirlK's ( ('iilierade and the 

hnnndil\ was imiedihh- I hat lirst moinin;; I 
Was ania/cd to lind that some nioilhi hail 

appealed on ni\ coat The sk\ was <o\er('d with 
low. en s ( londs hnt this <leii;:hted tin inhahi- 
tanls of the (it\ hc( .nise it meant that llnna- 

w oiild he no homhini: 

While in the lapilal \\ c also \ isited the Mot 
(.<>1 I’ai^oda I’atruda on a l‘illai . an inipr<‘ssi\ i* 
edihce datiiie from Itt'ill It has come to he 
reearded as lh<‘ s\ mho! of llaiioi The s(piare 
hmhlin^ with a roof of red tiles rests on an 
enormous pdl.ir whnh rises up out of an orna- 
mental lake ( >11 the pinnacle of its roof there 
Is a caiwine of intricate desi;j;ii lepiesentine the 
sun and soun- kiml of heasls 1 he four corners 
of the loof tapi'r into ele;-’ant jnnnis reachiii;:: 
sk\ wards rill' pai.;od,i is sujipoited on se\eial 
v\oo<len blocks and it is surrounded on all sides 
h\ coconut |>alms and hanana .iml l>.in\an 
trees 1 here weie few pi'opie to he set'll round 
alioul. 


d'ht* <:jard<'n of the Tt'inple of Liteiaiturt* was 
also more or h'ss dest'ited The huildin^ itself 
was locked, hut we cau^dit a glimpse of the 
It'iuple s inner courtNard thioupdi the f.;iille of 
the ;,;ate d he court\ard was co\ered with a 
carpet of \ellow h axes, \\ e math' our way 
throu^»^h It admiiin;^ the ;^rac('ful lint's of tin' 
hiiihiin^s we passe*! on oul wa\. The stone 
gateway of tin' tem|>li' itself was pa rt leula rl \ 
impressixe It formed a whole papnxia in itself, 
once a^ain ^^acefnlK tapt'iin;,^ ht'ax enw ards. 
Slabs of stone curxin;; on top rt'stt'tl on the 
shells of ‘^lant stout' tortoises whose heatls were 
also laised hea\ en w a rds. I iisi ri])t loiis ainl datt's 
had ht'eii carxetl into the slabs of stone All tlie 
slabs w t'l t' of ddft'i t'iit si/t's and later wi le.arnt 
that thi'N had been set up to honour outstandinjLr 
Nit'lnann'st' ]>o('ts. I'Ik' i iiseri pt ions on tin* stone 
slabs were some of their lint'si poems, riu* inoi’e 
l.ih'ult'tl iht' ]>o('l. the larger the slab ht'ariiifj: Ids 
\ erst' and the lar^'^er the tortoise supportiiifj: 
the slab. 

One of the rows of ttnttdst's su])portlnj^ the 
sltun* slabs was almost half hitlth n by a prtilt'e- 
li\i' wall t»f hrit'ks. The l)K\ }.,mvermin'nt was 
lakiii” care tti st'e that tin' prieeh'ss trt'asures tif 
the pt'oplt's ancii'iit eiilinral ht'rita^n' wt'it' imt 
ra/etl to tin' j;rt)uinl b\ barbai ic American htimb- 
in^'^ lanls. 

Many a ^t'ueration of outstamliu” Nielnann'st' 
pot'ts was to study the ait of xtrst* in tin* 

I t'inph' of 1 .itt'iat III i‘. J'ot'trx has alwaxs In ltl a 
spt't lal place in \ lelnaiin'se lu'arts. x\ bile tin* 
ct>untr\ s jitK'ts fi>r tln'ir part hax •' sinxt'ii lo 
rt'inain t hive to the people ami leaiii from it. 

I In' most fjimihar s\mht)ls to he foninl in ^ lel- 
n.ann'st' pot'lrx are iht' sttn-k which sxmholises 
hajipiin'ss, tin' tish anti tin' tlra;^on width sx m- 
bolist' ^tiod rt'jxutt', the lolusdloxxer xvhich sx in- 
ht>lises In'aulx ainl tin' tt>it(dse xvhich sx mbtihses 





In I he old city 


iimiuo Iiilil \ . ll \N,'is in)l hu'I’cIn ?i coiiuidciK’c 

that llandi, hlch Ix'caint' tin’ (•a[)ilal in tin* 
(•I('\<'nlh ( ('tiliMA, as {j:i\ <*n tin- naim* of 1 haii}Z 
Lon^ Of I'lN itjj; I)ra<,n>fi, tin' city of ^ood repute. 
And h-f^einl Indvs tin- ain-ient ^lanl lortoise.s 
wltli tin- fanions ^^^o^^l >>hich enabled the nalio- 
n.'d In-ro lisln-rjiian l.oi to fia-t- llie country from 
tin- ( hinese iinaders. la-j^end lias it that tln- 
suortl nov\ li('s on the l»ed of tin- Lake of the 
H(‘('Iaimed Sw ord. 


One of tin- most anciimt features of A i('l- 
nann-si- lyrical poi-lry is the (‘\ocatntn of the 
“Belovi-d from tin- South It ^oes ^\ithout say- 
iiifr that the jiresent situation has n-suri'ccted 
this custinn ^i\in^ it a jiarticularK jnuf^uant 
i ele\ ance. 

In onh-r t(» understand a foreijj:n peoph- and 
its real heart, it is imp(‘rati\'e to disco\(‘r its 
traiiitioiis and national customs, to acipiaint 
onesi'lf Mith its sonj^s and lef^cnds and art forms. 




This is the only i)ossible way, tlie only one nnind llie garden hx^kinp nt the pafjr(ula and 

wliieli reaps residts. reading tlu' poems earxed on ihe slone slabs; 

Wb(‘n we were just about to b‘av<‘ the sba<ly ibey slaeJted ibeir snbinacbine-jj^iins lofjetlu'r and 

•garden of the Temple of Literature a ^roup of brought out u ibeodolil(* 

\ ictnarnese ofiiecrs walked in. They walked 


New buildings in Hanoi 



I \Nas slriK'k by iho inousi ion's inioiijjiruily of 
llu' Inoatli-takiM}' sjiloiulour of tio' trm])lr builH- 
iii;j:s, till' ;j;(‘nll(‘ bcawly of tlu* \ ict nanu'sc laiid- 
scapo and iIh' ri'sponsivc kiiuliK'ss of tin* pi'ojilo 
on lli(’ ono band, and tin* conslanl and oj)])i<‘s- 
si\<* ibrcal of annifiilation lian^nn^ ov(‘r tin* 
(•(nintrv on llio olin'r. 

Will'll AVI' ri'lnrm d to ihr boli’l Lo 'Ilianb was 
Availiiifj; for ns w ith a lliicksi't yonii” man. \\ r 
wi ll' introdnci'd and loarnl that tlii' lad's naini' 
Avas Kbai and that hr was on tlu' staff of llio 
(-ommittri' for (ailtnral Jii'lations with l'or('i{.jn 
(.onntrii's. 'lo^o'tlK'r with I a' 'I'lianli bi' was to 
aicoinpany ns on onr Iravrls as translator. Kbai 
bad ^oadnati'd from Moscow I'niAcrsity and liad 
a llnnit command of Hnssian. 

W (' also ]»aid a \ isit to tbc Mnsi'nm of tbc 
\ ictnami'si' lU'volntion, wbicb was no distance 
from onr botol. We sjn'iit si'M'ial bonrs making 
a stndv of \'iclnanrs past, and wcic able to find 
a detailed account of ibe \ietnamese nprisin^^ 
aj^ainsi tin* (Ibini'se iiuaders that was b'd b\’ 
Ibe two sisli'i's, in anIiosc bononr tbe J’ai^oda of 
ibe I'w o Sisters bad bei'ii eri'cti'd. 

J lien* was a sjiecial si'ition of tbc niusenni 


rbt’ id(‘\ onlh-(‘cnlui y Mol Cdl Pagoda — I^igoda on a Pillar 









I lir tmisciiin ;ilsn con lainc'd lln* rod (la<j: wlin it 
was liisl lioisicd in honoui' of llic fliaaal (><toi)cr- 
Socialist Hc\ oliition. 

Hiir altcnfioM was also caiifjlit 1)\ a larj^c 
pliolo dated IfKiS sliowin;.' a {^conp (d men mIIiii” 
1(0111(1 in a (ircle in dens(' jungle -the llisl (,(oi- 
f/ress of \ ielnaincsc \\ liters. 

In one of the c\liil>ilion halls we cano' ac cross 
some lar;/e la((|ners dcjneline tin' ra‘sis|ance |nit 
iijt hN the \ietn.imese in (l(‘(iam(‘ of the (,him‘s»> 
ln\a(l('r'^ I hc\ had Ix'i'ii exi'cutt'd with imjo-c 
< able '^kill \\ hih' we were admit in;j the tahml of 
the ancient ma^ter^. a middie-aj.^ed man with an 
inijo'es'^ix e, intclhs Inal fa( e ( am(‘ n[> l<» n •- 1 here 

was soniel III n;.’ .deoil him which lo'snolve the 
aiiisl Peril. i|»s it w.iv the \ er\ lone r;i\ eii-hhaclv 
h.'iii or his (lollies which dilTered somewhat fi-om 
the mililaiN sivlt' (liess wmii h\ almost all \ iel- 
miiiK'se. men .oid w (omm ;ihh( 

"Licii Sn .iM' N(Mi So\|e| * h(' ashc(l ns 

e noddl'd and in the eiismne i o n \ ei sa I n oi 
il emereed that he .acIn.iIlN was an .irlist Ih* 
told ns Ills name -Mai Nan llien .and we also 
learni th.it he was on the ho.ard of lh<‘ I nimi of 
\ let n.amese Artists 


anoi afltc an air-r.aid 
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A GALLANT HEROINE 


Not ;iflrr oiir ;nri\:il in iIk' <*;»|nfal L<‘ 

llianli lrl<‘|)lion(‘(l lo sa\ llial llicic was a cliaiua- 
f(M‘ IIS |o iiua'l niH- (»f lln‘ wuiiian f^inaillas from 
South Nu'tnam Slu' had oiil\ just I'omr out of 
liospital aflrr a loii^ coiirso of ticaluuMil 

Soon after our eon\ ersat ion theie was a knock 
at the door and Le llianh came in with a \onn^ 
^’iil to nu' she looked no more than fmirteen. 
>lie was \er\ sh\ and it was also evident that 
she h.id not '.el jiillv recovered. Iinv hi'ads of 
sweat kept (Ml hreakiu;^ <mt on her forehead, ller 
name was N^i'i Ihi Inal and a scar on her lip 


t,oave iier sinih' a sad twist and a sli^^htly ajmh 
o('tie look Her hrow n eves had an 

Sion of «)\ ci‘w helmino sailiu'ss ahoiit them an 
all this in a voun^i ;;iil of sevi iiteen \l that a;; 
lh<‘ <'v es of most voun^ ^ii ls of our planet ar 
spaikhne with /ore tic vivrc and love, wild 
d nat s eves vveri' the tired ev I's of someoiu' wh 
had Im'i'II ihroufjh a ^reat di'al. 

Il\a asked her- lo jiost' for a |)oi trait and d'li; 
nodded in consent, i toid'. a few pliot oemplis an 
then while (ila/unov was woikinj; I listimed I 
the ama/in*; storv of the vounfr {lirl three tiim 



rill Tiult. a parti- 
san from South \"i(*t- 
nain 



iIk* title of “lleroiiu ' n\ hieli is onl\ < oii- 
ferred by the South \ ietnain Natituial Libera- 
tion h’ront on a woman wlio lias killed lliiaa- 
American sohliers in the course (»f a sin^dc battle. 
I uat bad also Immmi awardtal tiu' National h'ront s 
hifjchesi jtrder, the Lilu'iation ()rder, lirst class. 

I to<»k down J uat s story almost \\ur<l for 
word. 

Nimbb'-footed, musical btib' d uat who came 
fiom a coastal \illa^<' in South \ i('tnam had onl\ 
had friends up to the a^O‘ of tliirteen. I0nemi«-s 
appeared in h<‘r life wlu tj tin- Aim'iicans .slarte<l 
building one of their main bases, tl»e I'rulai air- 
field, not far from Inu- lious<‘. 1\ i< « -liehls ami 
<‘oconut ^i-oNcs <lisapj>eared to make way for a 
three mile conci (“t«“ I’uriwa v. Scum plain's w er<' 
constantiv roaring' dow n to that |)art (d the c<»ast 
as tiansp(ut aiicraft bi‘ou;.;ht in I S marines and 
soldiers of the Hluc l)raf;:on l)i\ision from South 
I'voiea. 

J he thick barbed-wire fi-nces which sur- 
icmiuled the airfield f^radually swallowed up 




more and more of tlu' tiny jx'asant ])lots, ]>; 
liireland ami coconut j;ro\ cs. The I S bas(' <^r( 
larjrer and larj^er as it dexoured tin' surroumli 
territory, like an insatiable' monster. Three' sepui 
rems of jet plane's w tTc' ('SfUtualK statieen 
llu'i'e and fifte't'u thousand seehlii'rs. The sue 
villajre' where' d'uat li\t'el was little' me>re than 
mill' from the' runway e>f Irulai airht'lel, ami 
was the inhaiiitants of that villa^Xt' that w e'le 
be the' lirst \ie tims of the invaders from n\ t 
seas. 

ruat was \('ry attaelu'd te> lier native' villa; 
situaleel in the' jiieture'sepie' reillinjL^ hills. SI 
leeve'el the' sanelv s]>its jutting eeui inlee the' se 
the broad w aters of the J ra Ihm^^ lliver and tl 
w himsie'al silheme'ttes eef the' elislant mountain 
that we're' alwav s swatheel in clouels A e't b\ th 
time the hills we're* bristliii}^ vvitli aek-aek eui 
ami the' beaehe's we're* fe'nee'el e»ff with haibe 
w i re'. 

l uat lovt'el tee sin;j: as she* worked in the' rie- 
(ie'lels but no\\ the* reeai' e>f plane's eive'ilu'; 
elre>wne*<l the* soeniel of all semes. 






to that escaped prisoner Tiiat's 
fallier had he (‘0 oolliin^ l)iit a i>a^ of skin and 
hones h\ tlie end, hruisc'd all over from liead to 
fool , 

^ Cl despile the Americans' (dforts to arr<‘sl all 
'suspicious' local iidiahitants, ^radualK ^mnal- 
las h<‘(‘ame a('li\<‘ in the mn^hhourhood of the 
1 rulai airhc'ld. Ihey started hlowine up j«a‘ps 
carrs in;,r Amci'K an oflicer.s ;md solduas and 
launched surprisr mortal attacks a^niinsl the air- 
li('ld ilst'lf I he Ameriians in response to this 
acliMtv started s vsteinalically "comhin^x tlie 
area and it was m tlu' coursi' of one of these 
puniti\<‘ operations that I uat s mother was kill- 
ed while working: in tin* rice-fields 

*A\ hat was there left for me to <lo." said 1 uat 
with a sad si;,;h. I lei memoiies were \ er\ hittei 
and slif found it diflicnit to talk of h<-r past 
I tru'd to join the eiH'iillas and im\itahl\ it 
look nu' ralliei a lon;^'^ time to makt‘ contact with 
them. At that peiiod there' were no ^irK amon;^ 
tlu'in at all and in the 1 rulai hasi' area 1 wa^ the' 
lirsl. When I found some' e>f llu' loeal jzui'rillas 
they laujj:hed on hearing m\' reepiest, hee'aust* I 
was so sm'aW. 

l uat IS sidl a SOI. ill strip of a j.rirl (hd\ afte'r 
taking a realK close h>ok at her face is it jios- 
sihle to hclu've she is seventee'U. 

ft was a lone lime Ix'forr ihe nu'ii aeri'ed to 
let her join tlu' fzuerilla di'lachment 1ml lhe\ 
would not h’l her earry a rille She was usrd for 
recoil naissaiu'c work and to e('| hold ol fe*od 
supplit's 

"1 kept on he^^^me: them to let me have a 
nih', I nat told u-- "‘W hen thev eava- nu om* I 
oulv list'd It for a dav. I managed to kill an 
Vmtrican with it ;ind aflt'r that usrd his suh- 
machine-eun. TIu' .\mcncans intimidated us 
V erv much in those dav s Thev s<*euied so enor- 
mous and llu'v were so well armed ” uat 


stretched out lu'r arms to indicate how J>ie llu'v 
were. "We used to wonder whelhei’ a sine^le 
hullet was enough to jiolish off an American, as 
in lilt' ease of a traitor or one of those vermin 
st'rviii'^ Ml I’ac Thuii” Jli s forces. 

“W hen ihi'V evt'nluallv f;av<‘ nii' a rille i pei- 
snadt'd the ^merillas to lake me with them on 
a mission. We laid an amhiisli for some Ameri- 
cans and when they were within easv raiif^t' we 
opt'iit'd lire. 

" I'hev started falling likt' ninejiins, one after 
the other, d lit' woumh.'d men wt'ii' hellowine likt 
slau^hlt'red cattle t )nc hardiv t'v er hears a 
\ ii'tnamese eroaii. ('V en thost' fismi the southern 
punitivt' detachments Jlu' lirst thine I did when 
it was all over was to laki' tlu' suhinachine-i.’ nn 
that had Ix'loiieod to "mine . It was much easier 
to carrv than a rille. Iliat dav was a ^real 
oecasion for us. 1 said |(» the ollu'is: ‘Ihe Amt'i'i- 
cans' si/(' makes them easier lareels ' kroin then 
on no one in the (h'lachmeni was afraid of llii'ni. 
and tlu'V w ei-e also moic willing to laki' on j^irls 
after that Soon tlu'ie was a whole jilaloon of 
Us and 1 was pul in command 

^ oune Tual and tlu' otlu'r eiiK were st'ut off 
to help w a^e llu* "jiolilic al slrue^e), ". 

Once they set an anilmsh for tlie ('lu'inv 1 lu' 
e:uerillas Were few ami fai hetwi'en and decided 
to lire onlv at close ran^e. Aflc'r two or threi' 
volleys the iiu'ii made then wav hack into the 
junelo: tin'll the ”irls hid ihe vv I'ajioiis in a 
lu'arhv v illa{i:e and wi'iit cml to face the enemv 
1 hose who were ])lunderin^ the villages the ^irls 
triedito lill with shame lor their Ireacherv pull- 
I ii^j: a t t lu'ir um foi ms i ti an a 1 1 1'lnpl to si op t h(‘m . 
sometimes thev wemid r('soi I to |('ars and ihrc'ats 
The w’ouud<‘<l wen' an easier lar^o'l for ju rsoa- 
sion though; lliev w (‘re afraul that thev would 
he left fu'liind in the v illayo's and that tin' 
j:ue rill as would lonie afti'r nii.;hl fi'll 






‘ Yes, tliere are a lot of ^^uerillas in the area,” 
the girls used to impress on them to intimidate 
the im'M, and then the> woidtl ask tluan outright 
why they had started lighting against tlu'ir 
fellow-count r\ jnen on the side of tlu* AuuMicans. 

As a rule the answer was that tlu'y had heen 
forced to, at which the girls would ask: “I>«>n’t 
you want to go hack home, to \our families?” 

”At‘s, hut how? d'he giu'rillas will hnish us 
off.” kCar was oh\iousK' the constant companion 
of these men as they harassed the li\es of 
p<‘a(‘eful <“i\'ihans. 

Ihen came the most dangc'roiis moment f<>r 
the girls, w lum they had to come out into the 
ojnm. ()nce they had gone so far tlnue was no 
turning hack, hut it was impossihle to say what 
would h(‘ the outconu' of the hattle of words 
they had emhark<‘d on. 

*‘\\’e can help you,” tlu'y would go on, “put 
>'ou in contact with tin* Xational l-ih(‘rati(m 
Front.” Aft<'r that tlu'y dictat(‘d to the wounded 
men the text of iht* follow ing wriltcm \ ow ; 

“1, s^eand-so, ask the National Lih('rati<m 
front and the National Liheration Army to 
forgi\(‘ nn* crimes against m\ peoph*, which 
I committc'd not of my ow ti will hut under 
pressure from the Americans. I ask to he allowed 
to go free so that I inaN work for tin- good <*f 
niN f)eople.” 

I'he girls succecahal in jx'rsuading manj of 
the men to lay down tlu'ii’ arms th<*re and tln ti. 

Soon liial h(‘cam(‘ famous for her ((Milage, 
which was even a source* of en\e to man\ men. 

I he yiMing girl’s suffering and hereax enu nt 
which had struck at such a tender age. would 
not h*l h(*r rest. The haired for those* who had 
kilh*d her parents gave* untold strength to the 
frail slip of a girl, ('uahling her to co\er enor- 
mous distances through the jungle and tin* moun- 
tains, to li(* in wail for the enemy for honis on 


end and make her way right into the (*n(*my’s 
lair to carry out xital r('connaissance work. 

riie nevl hl(>w that h(*fell Inal was tin* death 
of her elder hrolher who was also with tin* 
gu(*fillas. lit met his (h'ath after heing sur- 
rouiidct. I)\ .South Koi(*an soldi(*is: he wail('d 
till the\’ wert* at dost* range and then <'\plod(*d 
the gi<*nad(* strajijied to his clu'sl. 

Thc*r«* was no (»lher alt«*iiiali\e open to Tuat 
ajiarl from struggh* in the naiin* of h(*i |»eople, a 
hfe-and-dealh struggh* ftn* as hmg as sin* had a 
single hulht h*ft, until tin* \(*cv last of the iu- 
\’ad(‘rs w.'is chased from tin* land of ln*r fatln*rs, 
h(*r nalixe shores. So Inal xxont (ui (Ighling, 
XX hih* girls of h(*r ag(* in olln r countries xxt'ia* 
going to school, learning to dance and sing and 
(*njox' all the rich e\ peri(*nc(*s lift* has t(* offer. 
'I'his young girl from \i(*lnam meanxxhile had 
no time to sit down and read l(*\tl>ooks tu’ 
attend school, 

’^luat had tn*en Immii amidst lighting ller 
fatln*r, a hraxa* ]isln*rinan, had )n*(*n lighting 
against tin* I'rt'och at tin* linn*, and xxai* x\ as aho 
tin* constant companion of ln*r iliildhood yi'ars. 
du-at's oxx n Ursl-hand e\perl(*nc(‘ of xxar was tin* 
s(*<piel to that xxar-linn* (hildhood. 

Alllnnigh she had still not recox (‘red from In'r 
most !•(*( ent wounds ;is sin* sat and talked xx ilh 
us and xxas far fi'om xxcll, \x t knew that all too 
soon sin* xxduhl in* taking up the struggle once 
more*, din* st(»r\ of tin* xoung girl caim* to 
sx inholisc* for me tin* d(*slinx of h(*r ptojih* as 
a XX hoh*, that eourageons ]>eiip|e xx hieh will m*x<*r 
ahandon tin* struggh* until freedom is theirs. 

I init s last halth* had l)(*(*n a giim om*, full- 
sca! * ctunlial vxith tanks, helicopters and inarin(*s 
to <*onl(*nd XX ilh 

din* ginrillas had onix heen ahh* to must(*r 
a fevx- platoons and xx (*r(* facing amphihian tanks 
which were ln*ing (iis(‘mi>ark(‘d straight froiri 
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Aniorican aisliips, wliilc sixty lieliroplrrs 
l()a<l( <l w illi riM^iny \\ rvr closing in on 

the l*atll(“ area. 

"I rc'alisod ri}j:lit a\Na\' that \\'<* would j>i-ol)al)l\’ 
not ('oiiu' out alivr," luat hdd us. “1 think lhr\ 
('\cn used h{.^htrf ]»lati( s, l»ut I can t he snra now, 
thci’c was so ninch noise and shoolni}.:: ^tniif; on. 
We were )>inf.,' liidden in hushes on the slo])e 
(»f a hi^: hill ^\itll tanks eoniin<^ at ns, making 
havete of the riec-hehls as lhe\ w<'Mt Women 
and ehddren eain<‘ l■nnnln;J: out id the \'illa<;(' 
and thi('W themselves down in thos(> iields ri^hl 
in front of tin' tanks, desjxiaic to sa\<' some- 
ihinj.^ of their crops, llu' .Xnn'rieans stopjx^'d in 
their tracks exce pt for one tank w iiich \ ci'ia'd off 
to llu> side to loop round them. The <j;ron|> of 
;.,nn‘rillas with whom I was l\in^ in wait in the 
hnsin's. at the e'd^"-*' of the road, s«'t it on fin*. 

I In* dm was ficn/iedl 1 In- enemx went on 
sln'llilif.^ OIK' ami the same spot for a wliole 
Innir at a stretch. I heii four helicopters lamh'd, 
l>ul oin' of the few remaining l^m'iillas tired 
straifilil at one of the helicopters. Iln'ii man\ 
more helicopters started l,melin^^ there' was im 
eml to them .... Lots etf \mcrieans in jea'ps went 
l>as| and I ke pt shoeetiiifj at them all tin- time- 
I se't one- oj the' jeej's on hie- and ;is the me'n 
jnmpe'el emt we mana}.;ed to hit eleew n se>me‘ of 
the-in. 1 fe'lt no ni'^e' to sp.oe' them, <»r nixse-lf 
fe»r that matte i' Ihe' sheieilin^ ami hoinhin^ we nt 
e»n for henil''.: he liceipte’rs we're' hoxe'tlli;^ ei\ e'lhe'ael 
onix Jllst ke'e'pin;4 eh'ar eef the' palm-tree's, 
whi()pini; ii|) the' elust anel tlie- saml. Nanel ke'jet 
on ji:etlin;.: in the* harre’ls eif enn- ^nns makinf.r 
it impeessihlc te» iiie' We' trie'el |ei keep the sand 
off with pie'ee's nf ra^ Se'\ e'lal heliee'pt e'ls w e'r«' 
e'xielentlx hrenifrht down — ihe’re' w e're* tre'ineiide»us 
e'\ple»sie>ns iie'arhx 

I he'll e aiiH' the' enele'r freiin enir eeeinmande'r 
feir ns lee feere e' eenr wa\ emt, feer the men to make 


for the jungle and tlie girls to go and carry out 
}>e>litiral work in tlie village where' the' enemv 
had hegiin selling ihe v illage* lints on fire. 

■"We' hiel enir guns hut soem realised llu'ie was 
nothing we' e-ould usefully elo in the village - 
e've'rylhing was alela/e*. We* we'iit down to the' 
rive'r anel the' re'st of the* girls slarte'd tee make' 
their wav aeross, while* I anel twee eelhers 
re'maine'el he'himl tee give tlu’m e'over. IWe'rvthing 
weenlel prohahlv have* he'e'ii all right, hut jnsl 
as we* vv e-re* jmshing eeff from the* hank a little* liov 
eame* running out eef the- hnrniiig village, lie* was 
e'l v ing anel we* shonte'ei to him to take* e‘ov e'r, hnl 
he* we*nt em running in onr direetion. lie* held 
us np feir a fe'w minnt(*s and w he*n eeiii' hoat 
vv as in mielstre'am .Ann'i le ans a})|)e'are'd on lioth 
sieles of the* rive'r. I'he'v startl'd sheeoting anel 
the* girls elive'el into the* wate'i. A shell hit onr 
hoat anel kille*<l the* little* hov. I was woumhel in 
the* arm anel leg anel slarte'd sinking afte*r losing 
e'oiiseioiisness. Ihe* ne'M thing I kne'w I was 
he'ing elraggeel ashene* hy an Aine'rieaii pnlUng 
me* along hy my hair. 1 only wanle*d one* thing — 
tee elie* ihe'ie' ami the n . . . , ' 

Ihe* .Aine'i'ieans handeel fnat ove'r to the* 
seelelie'i’s from the' ])nniti\i' Iroojis ami for live* 
(lavs she* vvas he'ate ii and tortiire el. Lv e'li whe'n 
a soldie'i* knocke'd hen' tee'lh emt with his he'av y 
hoeets the'y faih'd le> get a single* vvord out of 
little* liial 

Late'r fe'llow guerillas he'lpe'd her to e'se'a])e 
from the* prisem hos[>ii;il afli'r she* nianage'd to 
se'ud the'in a note*. ( )n tin* oe'i asioii of a re'ligiems 
fe'stival, w he*n the' soldie'is giiareling the' hospital 
were* all elinnk, some* gin'iillas ap|)e'are'd. Ihi'ie* 
we're wome'ii among the'in. disguisi'el as nurse's, 
whe» le'el 'I'nat out of he*r ward. I he v told the* 
se'iitry on guarel that ihe'x w I'l e* taking he'r to 
have* some* inje'e lions and earrie'el he'r out em ihe'ir 
shoulelers. .\t the- he>s]>ilal gale lhe*v we're slo])pe'd 




l>y >(>iiic li.(lf-(lt'iiJiI\ f;iiar<ls nlio askrd I liat was iIk* nid of I iiat s story. Slii' was 

wli\ llicN wcfo lakiiifj; Tiial out of the hospital. fft-liiijj fiwnish Wo nolicrd lirr lako out a 
One of the woriioii answered. “A iiierieaii onhas. haiidk* reliiel aiul hnri liei head awav 1 liere 
I lie\ ai ( Use us of l;i\iri^ (»ii chai’itN for the wiu’e tears ^.jhsteniiii,’ iii lu r es I's . _ . 

;:uerillas, sa\ iiii^ that th('\ ha\ e eiioii^di w oiinded |{\ this tniie <da/uu((\ s sketch was readv 

oil their liands as it is, and tliat this nirl ini^hl It showed a ;_'ra\e face, coiistaiil! \ on lln‘ alert, 

just as well kick it in pi’ison ” a face framed h\ two hlaek jilails- th(‘ little 

When the eneni\ diseovei'ed what led haji- lieiiniie with the hra\e heart. 
jK'iK'd It wa too lat(“. M\’ then the ;:uerillas had \s w< said ;rood-hy< Tual put out hei hand 

takiai Tiuit to a liher.aled area and from there to loiieh mv camera aid asked if it was S(»\iet 

she was ^ent to Hanoi for treatment \ ihoroiii^h When I l<dd hei if was, she noddl'd appro\in^ily 

search was made for the fjfirl; a spt'iial detach- and said:“/d/ liiiii Splendid 

iiK'iil was sent to her \ illaf;e w liei'c tle-x 'i.rncd She told us that she had oiil\ learnt a short 

e\ er\ t 111 ii;.,'' ujiside down. Tual s cousin said to while heforc what photos wen and then after 

the Irailors: ■‘You jirohahK killed her and a pause she added in her (|uie| little voice, 

are now just eovi'rinj^' up your tracks" "Soviet rockets are \ er\ fine* 




Our trip tt> Zone lo tlie proxinees of 

'I'hj»iili-}»oi» ami Ng’oaii, xxlueli lir to llu' soiilli 
of th«‘ eapilal, liad to he put <>ff. Route Xo. 1 
xslueli leads there was under eonstant attack 
from Anieri<-aii }>onih<‘rs. Xone of our persu.'tsioii 
ta<’lies mo\’ed 'riiaiih, who uu*r<*l\ k<‘pt re- 
mimlin^ us: “ liiere is a ax ar on and traii'-por- 
tation is diffleu]|.” So tliere was notluii;:: for 
us to do hut wait, and meanxvhih' we Inul a 
eham o to get to know Hanoi Ix'ttt r. 

( )ne evening xve wt'iil to tin* toxx n's main 
theatre. Almost all tin' plaxs ami <-om‘erts <lm* 
lt> J>e put on there lia<l In-en eaneelletl he<-aus- 
of tin' homhing. The municipal authoritii's 
alxx'ax s wexit o\it of their way to ax'oid unm'ces- 
sary <-onc<'nlrations of })eoph' and anywax most 
of the tilin' the theatre's actors ami musicians 
AX <*re trax elling round tin' country laxing <m 
entiTtainment for the troops. I h»xx ex er out of 
the hlue a large-scah' conct'rt ax as smhh'iily jnii 
on. 

What Axe saxv ami heard on the stagi* made 
a det‘]i impression. In Moscow 1 Innl st'hlom had 
the chance to see xisiting Vietnamese' artists and 
vvcti on those rare* o<<‘asions it had In'i'ii a 
question of isolated items. This time' though 
we AX ('re gixcn an ex c-openiiig introduction to 
traditional Vietiiaim'se art in a c(»ncert lasting 
sex'f'ral hours. We AX'cre confremled xxith a xixid 
XX orld of music and dance*, xvhich at first to tin' 
unaceustoim'd (*y(' and ear se'cined austere in 
melodx and form, a xx (irld in xxhich e'linUions 
iippeared to In' kt'jit hem'ath tin* suiface*. 'llu'se* 
first irnprx'ssions of tin* inex perienceel heholdi'r 
xxere ln»\x('xer soon to In' swejit .axxax! In the 
oulxxard rt'slraint of the melodies and the 
chiselled lines of the chort'ograjihx , 1 stnm sensed 
undercurrents of de('p emotion and feeling, 'lln' 
XX hole of the programme xx as devoted lo tin* 
theme of the struggle against the American 
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;i;j:{j;t»“ssnrs lliat {gallant ja'aplc is wajj'iiij^ — llic 
(MH- a* I l»allrt, llu‘ s<*ti<fs, tlic daiucs <»f tlw* 
IMoplrs li\iti” williiii (lie Hcpulilic, aiul llw 
musical ilcuis. 1 lu ja- was <»ih‘ < \<<'pliou. a l>all<M 
elude dcsulcd lu llic lose of .a Ixaiiliful }^iil 
fur a l>ra\c linidcr. w lu> Uills a immsicr sn as 
lu I'cs^'uc Ids |>c|u\ )‘d ^ cl ('\ cn tills traditional 

dame told of ;.'(todiicss ami licanlx \ ampiislnn^ 
evil 



As I sal ill iIh* ihcatn* waUldti” tliu aelors 
and lislrning lo llie lieaulifiil son^s I could not 
Indp lint lio im]Ma‘sst‘d liy llu* <j:real (’iideaxoui 
of llu‘ \ iolnamosc pi'ojile to defend llieir lili('i t\ 
and 1 ndepeiuleiiee and defeat llie (“iiemv . Ail aUn 
had its part to l>la> iii this slni^lJ^le. haulier that 
day we had visitial a faetor\ wliert' we liad talked 
to workers, nouii^ and old, men and woiinm, 
lisleniiifj; to their stories and waleliin^ llnmi at 
the heneh or smelting slec'k arid 1 had fell that 
all those peojde had set llumisilves a comnioii 
aim, lhal the\ were eoneeian'd with oni' thiii” 
and OIK' thing onl\ - to achieve victors in their 
sliaigf^le 1 was aware of this m tlie llieatri’ as 
w<'ll This was all the rnoi’c it'rnarkahle when 
one recalls that the Nielnarnest' jieoph’ liave 
heen lighting not one v ear’ or tw o, or for- decjid(‘s. 
I he hislorv of tin' Nictiiaiin'sc peojih' s light to 
(h'feml their indepemh iice and national sover- 
I'lgiitv stretches hack over whole ceiitui'ies to 
he exact, if one ri'traces Nielnamese history to 
the time of (IniK'se jiilc. followed hv llie era 
of I'rericli ('(don iai isin. llie tiagedy of a wliole 
generation which was lioni into this lighting, 
gr-ew lip ill it and now as adults cannot look 
haik to anv memorn's of jieaci'-tiine (h'lies 
imagination Ihis gein'ralion's tragerly is gi-oat, 
hut its hei'oism is no less great. 

rids thought also n'lnirnh'd me of an ai'licle 
vvrilt<-n l>v tin' onlslandi ng Hiissnui artist Xikol.u 
Itm-rich in Ihdti when he was in the small town 
of I rnsvati in the llirnalavas. Tin' article written 
hv that man of generous heart and spiial is 
entitled “Defenei and contains the following 
jiassage : 

‘It is man's <lidv to defend his Ilomeland. 
In the same wav that men defend the honour 
of their molh<M- and father, so llu v' ih'dii ate 
experience and knowledge to the di'fence of 
their Ilomeland. (dsual 'indifjrmicc towards 





ALL IN THE NAME OF VICTORY 


A funini'o iiHintMl aflcr N^iiyrii Van I’roi, oiu' of iIh' couniry s 
In rors. loics on srncllinL^ in all ('ondilinns 


national 






VV <* were ♦‘Uj^nf^ed in h h i'surt l y conx ♦‘isalioii 
witli tin' (lirncfor of llu' Hanoi Iln^iinaM'in^ 
Works, \o riian^ (^>n^;, iti liis ofTno. (.oinradr 
< ofi^ v\ as tollinjx us liow tlio xxoi ks ha<l horn 
built willi Son iol assistanot' and how So\i«*t 
oufj^inoors lia<l ln‘l|)od his staff loam to inaslor 
tin- o(^ni[>in<'nl. At lirst tho dii«*olor talkod t*» 
ii-^ ir» a N or\ oalin N'oico, tni'nin*^ as ho di«l so 
from limo lo limo to llio Soor’olar'v of tin* local 
Nouth oi‘{,famsation (!omi‘a(h‘ Doan, askinj^: “‘’I'hal 
was how ihitif^s wort*, wasn't it, (.omradt* Soort*- 
lar\ Ilo hooaino f^ratlnally more ;ind moro 
rosih'ss how t‘\ or, jnm|tin^ nj> from his scat 
shovvin;^: ns tlrawin^^s, rt't'lin^ t>ff h^nros anti 
making o\[>ansi\i' {^oslnrt's. All of a siiilth‘n ho 
jiaiisftl a inoint'iil, sinilod anti saiti : )h, n on 

can t dosoriht* tin* wtirks! 't'ttu must oomt* anti 
SCO things foi* yoursolf!" 

Hn tho wa> thoro (.oinratio (auifj; tohl us 
somethinj^ about his own haok^rtnind Ilo was 
fort) years oltl anti undor tho I i-onoh ho bail 
worked at a faoloiy in Saigon. I.alor ho hatl 
jomotl the Kosislant o. .\t llaimi lit* hatl snh- 
st't(ut‘nllN woikod his ^^a^ ii{^hl up frtun xxorkor 
to woik-lt'am loader, shop-fort'inan anti hoatl 
tmydnoor He hatl also spent oifjhlt't'ii months 
in tho I SSK, in KuiliNshoN , stu<l\in;^ Son iet 
industrial toohnitjuos. Ho hatl only jinalK 
qualiliod as an on^inot*r thit*o Noars hofort* tmr 
\ isit to tho count ry. 

As we talked N\ o math* our \>aN aloiif^ a w nio 
j)Mtf> botwmon some of the works hii i hi i n{.'s and 
I tailed attontitm to tho fact that tui man' t»f 
the t I'eos thoro w t'la* small metal tiists hearine 
Hiissian names sucfi as Kuzih'Ison- ami Mosh- 
otieryakoN 

‘ The trees wore jdaiitt'd hx Stix iot imlustrial 
exports when thtyx wore working .al tmr xtorks.’ 
explained the tlirootor. “It's a nice xxax to 
ftonerohor them,' he saiti with a anile. “Tho 


iin»s1 important mtuiunu'nt lo their memory 
ihtmeh is tin* xxorks itst'lf. (hir Hussian friends 
frtun Krasniular ^axt* ns inxatuahlt' help." 

It was t loar fiom what tho tlirot ftu' had to 
sax that t'oontunio oollahorat ion xxilh the .Si»\ it'l 
l'nn>n I as tjex t'lt>po<l on a w ith* scab' in \ iotnam 
anti oxton'.ixf use has ht't'ii made of Sox iot 
industrial knoxx-how. A socialist tinuliiion 
tani|»aien was then in proeia*ss at tho xxtirks 
in hontuir t>f the t roxx s of tin Soviet spaiaaraft 
"\ oslok’ anti “\ t»slok-!i . 

fiomratie ( tui^ also tohl lo ahoul another 
inlei cst I lie t.ain|»aien initialotl h\ the x\ orkt'is 
ami <‘nein<‘ors I hex hatl lakt‘n it upon tliein- 
si‘lx(>s to desieii, etjuip aiitl train personnel 
f«»r .a nexx eiif^inoorine factory built on the same 
linos as their oxxn. After their people's x iolorx 
the faolorx xxoiihl he presentt'd lo the x onlh of 
^aiifon It shonhl he m»|etl that all this is hoiiij,; 
tiono aftt'r xxtukin^j; hours, at tht‘ exju'ioo of 
the staff s free time. 

rills rolleolod tho tri'inondons faith those men 
ami xxoint'O hatl in a hri^hler future, their 
otmlitlontf in tht'ir nltimali' xitttux' which 
t'liahlotl tin'll! to f'o on wtukinj^ all-out, th'sjute 
the oonsiant inonat a- of air-raitls anti all manner 
of prixatnuis, anti tt> think ahout the glorious 
tlax XX hen at last every sotl of \ ietnameso soil 
xxtuihl tuiee ae:ain he frt't' anti j.eat t'-l ime 
otuisl ruol itm otmit! j.ot nnderwas thntu^honl 
the lain] I’Acrx Xn'tnamoso thinks of Vietnam 
as tuie. H t'f.'a III less t)f whether pt'oph' live in the 
mu'th tir tho stuith t'aoh Viotnamt'so thinks of 
tin •111 all as Ills folhixx -count ry men, I ho north 
anti the south lo;/elhor make up his Hoinelantl. 
I he only tlifferenoe is that one jiarl of that 
Ihunolainl is ojtprossotl by ftut'i^n inxatlors. 
anti that part aootmnts for half tho free ot>unlrx 
Iho !iitio[>ontlont socialist north is a stmroo i»f 



\lll 


ln>tli in.iJrj i;»I ,111(1 ‘'iip|Hitl for the iiicii 

•iml \\(»rncri li\ iii”^ in llic soulii In Nnrih \ icliutin 

(•\<(\ (ili/cii sees luiiiscif ;is }»l;i\in^ ;i <iistin<l 

n»lc 111 llic \\;ii ciliirl lli.il is (|(•(|( 1 |II” lln* f.-ilc 
(t| tile wlidlc (oiiiitrv rind l(■s<tl\ 4 tl Id cai'iN 
Dill .'ill the Dldlf/nllDIis \> Inch ih.it [(111(11011 
involves One of ihc olili^'^.it ions he t.'ilvcs upon 
himself IS p.ul n ipMlmn in ihc \\oik |o f.oilil.ilc 
the indnslM.il ( h'V ( lop men I <d the soulh ;ifler it 
h.is heeil llheinled It \v ;is pie«|scl\ this iiMltv 
ol the whole \ lei n.'tinese peopli' whnh the Inle 
ric'-idcnl llo tin Minh stressed in ,i eonvci'- 
s.ition with the Idilish joiitindist helix t.ieen. 

N ictiiiiin Is ;i sinudc cnhtx lln ic is onix one 
\ leln.inn se n.ition 1 lie people (p 1 Nof|h \ icin.ini 
siipfioits with oil i|s hcoi't ond siKiioih tin 
pnlrioln wlmli it' /< Ilow -connt I'v men 

in (he south ho n n d to it h \ hlood | ies, .ore 
o^’ niisl the Vinein ons \( the s.one time 
tin pi'oph' ■,[ Seiith Ntelnoin is li;.’htinL’ \'ith 
:dl Its In Ml t olid sli'i ni.’(h li> help to ( tel end the 
north of then n ; 1 1 1 \ e 1 o n d 

I In works we Will' loin-ine looked \ (nx 
np to (kite I he d.ieitm look us into the nn't.d- 
Inil^n.d shop whnh lot- severol \ < .ns h.is In hi 
the title '.\(Pikshof> of >o< lohst l..■lho^n It 
eoiilonied -I niimln'rof (leelin fnfn.iees It was 
with espei lol pride that (ornrade < oiii: intro- 
dneed nn to the vonil;^’ l.nis who opeiated the 
fiirnoee named alter \en\en \.in Iroi one of 
\ieln;nns notional heroes who perished at the 
liands of the S.iieon imtihers While we wini' 
lalkiii;.; to the worker's. Irvin^j to shout over the 
roar of the (inn.iic a voiine l,id ( aiiie up to ns. 
intioduiine in lies elf as \n l);n. the >>e( r'otarv 
ol the I nion id Working; diuith in that poitie- 
nlar shoj* lie went on tell us th.it ihefnrnaee 
we Were sl.indinu i;ext to tiad somethin^ speiaal 
ahont It. nainelv. tii.it reeoidless of wh.it inijxlit 
in ha[ipenin:.r: in the town oiitsiile it had to eo 


on workin;^, even if liomlis started frdliii^ 
the works eonipoiind itself! 

( )iie of the elect rieiaiis opi'ialiii”: that parlie- 
ular furnace was a daiiilv voiiii” ejil with 
enormous eves and lori}^ dark plaits Her name 
was Njj^uxel which means .Moon in \ lelnamese. 
>>he was weaiiiif^ an arm-iiand with a red eidss 
on it and o\ «'r her shoulder she earrnol a baf^ 
eontainine' a (irst-aid kit. It imn'r^^ed that she 
was .111 oiah'ilv in one of the detaelinn'iits of 
the Ih'ople s \(dunt(‘er (,oips Nenvei lohl ns 
that when stie eann‘ to II. mot she had had no 
sehoolinu . eonihiinn|: stndu's and w oi’k had 
bel li a iiard task hut now all the main diflienlties 
* w ere helniid her’. 

Indi'ed war has hroinilit a heav v lot to the 

Women ol \ielnam Most id iJie itten are aviav 
fitrhltri*: in lire Arrriv and it is the women w hn 
have h.id to lake lin n pl.n es out in the liehhs 
and III the f.ieloiies \l lliat p.nlienlar works 
Worm'll alri'adv a* eoutili'd lor ahont .i ihiid of 
the woikin;^ lor<< I heir overall level o( 

edmation v\ as sidl loWti- th.in that ol tin men. 
\ ;/ie.it deal was hem;.: demanded nl them and 
hirin' nnmhers w er« takin;j evenin'.; (.noses so 

as to improve then (|nahfiealions V spia i.d 
leehnn.d school ami instiliib' were attached to 
ih.'it failoi v to jii'ov id( tin' reipiired tuition in 

the e V eiil 11'.^'' 

\ll-oiil (dfoits vvete heili;.! m.uh' to t eoi ;.!aiiise 
life alon^ new soei.dist liiu's. we were infoiined 
hv the direetnr* ! he v oun^ pt'oph' weie eon- 
slanllv h«‘m^ eneoriiMi.’ed In he lidv .oid inoih"'! 
in t hei r d I’css I een .it; e l>o v s w ho fol low ed e \ I ra- 
vaiianl or ll.imhov .int f.ishioiis weie immediali'lv 
eillieised .it piddle nieeliiiiis. 

\n D.ii told ns which wire the .-n h iiw (unen I s 
th.il se( nri'd the vv Ol kei’s of I In’ 1 N‘o[ ile' s \ ol ii n I eei' 

( oi-j*s delaihment the title ‘W arnor Hel(*i mined 
to Win Ihrou'^h'. U> ijnahfv for that distinition 


: )K 



thfM'r main cmMlilioiis It.'ul In ho fill li Ihal - tlio 
Ill's! was that momhoi's nf tin* (lolaolmioni slnmld 
all ho in lii'sl-olass |)h\ sioal shapo. li'amiii;.’ 
io^nlafl> all iho Imu'; soonmlK, lho\ lia<! In 
(hsj)la\ oimra;jo ami ho llio lirsl in laUo tip ihon 
plai'os manninji Tho anti-aii'oiaft •^nns as snnn as 
llio air-raid wainin^^s slatlod up. in iho ihital 
plaoo, il was roijnii'od nf llioni llial lho\ oxoifuKil 
llioir t\nrl\ ipinlas. As can ho soon fi'nin iho ahn\ o 
it was not a lillo that was w nn oasiK Onlx 
nf iho w nrkors in that parlioulai' dolaohmoni nf 
tho l*onj)lo s \ Ohinloor ( Inrps had (juahhod Im it 

W hdo (da/nnn\ was diawin'i in llio simp th< 
diioolnr and 1 wallvod round tho w ni ks < nin- 
|HHind. (.oinrailo had oloarK put Ins hoail 

and snnl min tho wniks ho was rnnninj^, llo 
onnid talk for liniirs ahnut it ami tho ponph- 
who wnrkod llioro. I was soini to loam, inoidon 
lall\. that onl\ [larl nf llio works was nporaliu” 
nil t lio spot in I iaiini. 

After tho Ainoiioan a^^{irossinn had ho^nn 
tho works had slarlod In oxaoualo. \ ital I'lpnp 
moni had hoon dispoisoil thinn^’linnl tho 
onnnlrN , o\ cn tn tho jun^ilo and llio hills I ,\ oi \ 
ofinri was made In onsmo that niaMinnin pm- 
dnolinii sfiooialisalinn slmnld onnlimio dospilo tlio 
diflioiilt w orkinj/ oniidiliniis. 

.\nt fai' from nnr hotel wo imt a xonn^ jj:iil 
from tho l’(*npIo's \ iduntoor (,nr ps with a oai hino 
n\or lior shniildor and woanno a stool In'hnol 
inoasod in {jroon nolliuf^ ll\as att'nli'm was 
at nm-o oanf.^ht h\ her hra\o. slif^h^l\ jmok 
marked hut no\ orl Ind oss hoanlifni face 

I lor name x\ as A^'nx'on l ln f^an and she was 
mnoloon years old. In her loft oar she wore a 
simple ^^nld oarrin>j She laid hoon horn in the 
\illaL;o nf Mai Dnnn^o lloi parents wnrkod in 
a on-n|)oraTi\ o and she also had li\o hmthors and 
sisters I lor oldest hrnthor was in the Arm\ ami 
tho others wore all yniin^or tlian slio was I^n'iii 


horsolf hail hail seven soars sihnolin^ ami then 
|ninod a vnlimtooi oonslrnolinn himailo ,^ho had 
not Ion*,! a^n onmo In Hanoi for tin (irst lime 
In roon^nitinn nf her ^nod w ni k she had la on 
sent In the oapil,d In allond <(mrso'- to impinvo 
In I ipiahhi alinns Iho him k ink slam nn hoi 
aroon ii'nnsers made it oa^x In e,ie'.s that a }.:n<al 
part nf her lime was spent sindvm;.' I, an was 
a \ oi'v shv a||| and she ko[»l hi ii''ln 1 and 
sln*wme s|ens nl aonto om ha ri a'^s men t She 
talked In ns m a ijuiet vniee. hei eVi'-^ lowered 
>he had not seen her paieiils fni' two sears, 
nni hei liam'e. who had heen 'it sehnni with her 
and was now a soldier dofendm;.^ the port of 
II aijihnn^ I'inm hi^ lellois sin had leaint that 
he hml hoen wnnmhd seveial limes 

''\re von a annd maikswoinan * I asked 
I an aiiswori'il in a firm \ moo • "A <’s !" 

\s alwavs llva was enm^'^ ahnnt his work 
ipmkiv and within an hnui Ins ink portrait was 
oomplolo l.an Imdv a Inidv at his work, ovolaimod 
III doh,^ht and hlmdiod innio than ov oi . Il 
nhvinii^lv appealed tn her. \\ o fj a V o her a small 
sniivomr oaskol and some postcards of Miiseow 
Ini omomhor ns h\ 

"(Hi, Mns(nw’“ !,an said m tones of awe 
“I’d love In ^n thoro so miioli. I hope that aftoj' 
nnr \ n tors . . . 

As wo said ;,ri>od hyo, I asked her: ‘ Lan, what 
I'- snnr mov-l i horishod wish ’ 

I his (pn-slinii tn(d\^ Lan ahaek hnl finalls she 
found her hoarmiiv aeam and said (juiotls 
’While the wai is on it is to oarrv out Infills 
rosponsihio tasks m tho dofomi- of m\ linme 
land Ihon I want to onmploto m\ studios 
and tin'll and then. she jra v o a lanj.rh and 
went on. “1 ha\ on I ri'allv thon<,^)it 

I'lnalls she made ti|) hoi mind and oamo 
nil! with. “I want to work as a traotor moehanii 
m my villaj^o hack hniiic' " 


ah 
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THE FATE OF HIEN THE ARTIST 


riir nr\( \v f [)l;miir(l Jo \'isit llu* 

A rl I'!\ li i hii i( )i i IIo\n(‘\<'i- n\ »' IumI onK 
jusi t(t (Hir roiMiis afirr brrakf.iNt. 

\\ lirn iIh- air raid sirrii-' ^larlial up SoiiuauH' 
l)c;_>^aii al llic dooi and om‘ <»f llir 

maids caiim in lo a-^k us pi d. »\\ usi a i is \\ <■ 

Irjrd In lalk uur \n a \ uul nf it. hut as If from 
Ui*\\lu‘i<‘ !.<■ riiauli suddculv ajipi'aia'd and v\ r 
kn<\> that imlliiii'.’ would iimvc liiiu' \\ <■ wi'iit 

down, following' llm arro\\s on llu* stainas*- 

\N liicli pniulfd tin- \\a\ Sciiu' of llu- Nmluauu'su 
liulri stall Ml slrrl luduirts daslird upstairs I Ii<‘\ 

warn pi(d»al*l\ ^uiut.' t<' m.iu the uuu I u im- ” uus 
wliuli wcrr si'l up tut llm lititc! rt»of 

|{n this liinc llit'rt' \N as a crowd <if people at 
the I'ulrauet' lt» the 1 tout h-s hel I er I he .lapaiicso 
llliu-erew looked most forhidd i iif.- ; oil their lieatK 
thus woie lal'iie s|»m" 1 helmets of .So\ id l\pe 
and < t\ er thei i' shoulders hiiid ordiuarx eameras. 


eiiM*-<‘ameras am! tape-recorders. A l(’us(> sil«‘ue(‘ 
liun^ in the air .\o one was talkin^'^ and all f‘> es 
wi're ^^Imai to the sk\; all that could he heard 
fi>r the next liui miiiiiles was the ehii'|iiu‘4 <'f 
lords 111 the thick foliage of the iu“ar|)\ tnu's. 
Suddenlx a I hu mleroiis diii rent llu' sk\ and 
two low-flvin^'^ I’hantoms skimmed past. 'I'he 
air was lilhal ^^ith the roar of a n t i-a i reraf I {i'lins 
\ few moments lali'r e\er\one suddenis started 
talking t'xeitedlx ami poiutiu;^ to the sk\-. Suri' 
em>u^^h we could si'c a plaiu' that had just l)(*en 
shot down. lea\iiij^ a thick trail of smoke in its 
wake as it <li\e<l eaiihwards. 

l ive minutes latei some MKis Hew o\(*r}iead. 
ami then the all-ilear raiii; out' llu' same siren 
as hi'hil'e latleil slow |\ mlo Silem '■ 

Mai \ an I I u'“u as waiting for us at tin* 
Museum nf him' Arts as arr.in^ed. The \>lii(e 
lw'o-s|ore\ huildinu of the musium was liiddiui 




ill the sliadt* of haM\;iM 1rt'»‘s; tlioN' aro *Miormoiis 
lr(M's will) i(U'' sjiroatl i lirain-lics aiul ^^>ol‘^ 
\\ hich jul slrai^lil out of llitar aiaJ 

<lov\ii irilo llu* cai lli. it as a ijuirl, cool spot 
that scoiiicd to lia\r iciiiamcd unloiiciHal l»\ 
llio \\ar\ until our iioturd small details like- llu' 
iiuui[»s made 1>\ tlir lioiiih-slirl Irrs in l!u ;j:roimd, 
llirii ihr Irrnrlirs and llir anows on llir wall 
[loiuliiir wliicli was people slmuld ^o jii <ase 
of an air raid. 

So V. e went to see tile Spfiu” 1. \ li 1 1 n I ion in 
Hanoi, the (il\ at \\ai, llie tirsi exlidnlioii of 
Its Iviiid to iia\<' lieeii iield foi tliiee \ears 

M.ii \.in I lien told ns that nio'^t o| the 
innsenni s exiiilnts liad hern exaenated I lu x 
were stoiaal m the mountains, m speeiallx pie 
pared premises. 

\ lelnamese paintinji is <listinfinivhe«l |>x an 
extienieix lielieate loneh. etheieal hues aie’ 
deliiati' (irawine I ech n n 1 1 1 e. w liieli eeho the soft 
eoionrs of the landscapes swailied in pale him 
ii.i/e oi lieht mist lendin;.’ them a Gentle (harm 
<dl of their own \ithon;di most of the i xhihits 
XV ere on lopn al themes there were aKo a f''W 

landscapes on ills plax .and a ^ood <h al ot lai <pier- 
w O I j\ 

Mai showed iis a piitnre hx IMian lx«' An 

iahelhal “Halms” it w <is the work of a true 

niastei and was luitli \i\id and ethereal. It 

aspired that the artist liad taken a [»os|-(,- 1 ad nat< 

• amrsc m tlie Sox let I nmn and his lanxas 

"I'xeiiin^j; mail' I ai Ikae had Ixam inelnded in 

the Moscow exlillMtlon of woiks hx Nietlianiese 
artists, \nother artist repia sen t v <l at the extiihi- 
lion — .\;.!n\en ( ao I li 11011;^, a natixe ol South 

\ietiiam had, as we w eia* to learn latei. also 

(ompleted his ] ms t - e la d na t e stndi<*s m the Soviet 
I nion \\ (■ perused Ids piitnn* enlitha! “At the 
Thai !N;,oixen < oust rnetion Site', and then spent 
a lon>^ time adimriiif^ a portrait hy a <-ertain 


X^nyen \ an Hinh It xvas of a xeteran liesisiam e 
fighter with a resolute face, astute i x es .and a 
linn month It was an extiemeix \i\id work, 
in w hull the artist had smaaaaled in eoiix i'xiii;: 
t host* a 1 1 1 ihn t es w Inch w ei e 1 \ piea! of the p( opie 
as .1 vli(d< the will to h}.;ht and nnsiiakalih* 
resoix e 

lo m X' mind, the exam(>les of laeijnei w 01 k 
prox ided the clearest expiession of tiie folk 
traditions pi'i iihai to \ietiiameso art t>nr .ilt<*n- 
tion was (an^'ht hx a remarkahle work hx lx 1 m 
I >111 ( noil” called l.andseafie with Iha! Ihnifs’ 

wlmh deputed 1 u i helds iake-. in the water of 
which clouds were relleited. d( use iiamhoo 
^loxis and small houses with red roofs In the 
disl.tme lulls wen outlined, wiapptal in a thin 
mist h w.is dillnult lo wrest ones exes from 
this lands! apt , so masleilx exet nted. \\ < asketl 
Mai \ .in I Ill'll to 1(11 iis somethiiif.’ ahont the 
teihnnjnes inxoixed in the lac(|n('rin” proe.’ss. 

!n onr jni ”le there i-rows ;i lertaiii tree Its 
s.ip is i|nite 1 1 a 10 p. I It 1 1 1 lids s.ip I eollectt'ti 
and tlieii stirred in .1 h.imhoo howl with a 
t/,imhoo stick for three d.ixs and three nights 
without stoppiii” It is essi'iitial that the sink he 
<d Itamhoo If a mel.il rod or spoon is used ihi' 
la< tpit'i tniiis hiatk. d he sa|t of tin' trt'e is 
somethin^ manx peoph' an hi}.'lil\ alh'r'jj:ii to. 
It makes iht'ir laet's and hands swell and itch. 

! hat IS the latajiier which artists use in tin ir 
work with siieh exjurt skill 

We went from room to r'oom of the exhihits 
tlisplaxetl for the ^sju iii” I'xhihition \par t I I'om 
p.tintiii«rs and hn v) ner-xx oi k there xx t i e t u^r.tx - 
inns, w ood-earx 1 lips, paiiitinps on silk, water- 
ratloiiis and stniptnn Artists (tf all apes w ere 
repi es«'nte<l and the works r'eflerted .a w id(' r.iiific 
of stxles, te( liiiKpU's and mood 'let thei’i' was 
one thinp the xast majoritx of the exhihils had 
m eoininon; thex almost all depicted people or 



srenrs coiiiMMtrd with the wnr against the 
A ineri<arj‘>, or the resistance to tfie hremh ainl 
.la[>aMest‘ eolonisers. IJiere v\ ci'e also some 
histoi'ieal eanvasi's to l»e s(‘ei\ vn Inch treatetl the 
war a^^ainst the (ihiio'se insaders who had rule<l 
<)v<‘r lln‘ (‘«)nnlr\ for maoN eenhiro's in tin* past. 

After visiting tin* (‘\hii>iti(»n we invited Mien 
back to our hotel (ila/uno\ set abcuit drawing 
him and I sal down n<‘arh\ to talk to the artist 
aimed with a iicctcdiook. Indc'c'd, Miens slor\ 
vc-ry delinitely jiroM'd worth the telliiijj:. 

When the arroj^ant hrc'nehnian .li‘aiiehere, 
fornu'r direc tor of Hanoi Art School, was about 
to takc“ off ill the plane that was to carr\ him 
awa\ from \ielnani for on c'r, as the situation 
III Indo-dhina had hc'ccuiie uncomfortable and 
dan^cu'CMis for him, journalists startl'd to clamour 
round. 

“\\ hat kind of future' doi's \ ii'tiiaiiu'se art 
have' hc'fore it.’ onc' of them asked llu' dirc'clor. 

“The \ ic'l iianiesc' will n(*\('r jiroducc' an\ 
ai lists.’ the' b rc'iichiiiaii rc'plic'd without hc'si- 
Lation. “d hc\ will remain what lh<'\ ha\<‘ always 
be en, iiic'ic' craflsinc'ii." 

riu' newspapers published this inl<*r\iew with 
.le aiiche're and the' follow iiifx da\ one' of the' 
Hanoi papers came out with a canslie- re'luiff of 
the' words thrown out b\ the' pre'sumpi iioiis 
snob, d lie article was si;.^ne'd b^ thre'e A ie'tnaiiie'se 
artists, one of whom was N^niye'ii Do (ainfi wlio 
\\ as already we'll known throughout the' e'ouiitr\ 
f'\ en in those' da\ s. 

d he ceelomal authorities we're' not sleiw in 
eeuninj; up with tlu'ir "re'pK". dhe'y baniie'd the' 
artists who had si<rn<'d the' le'tter of prote'st from 
all forms of ^e)\ e'l niiie'nl e'liiploN me'iil ami e'\ e'n 
forbade' the'in to le'aeh in schools. All that Nf^uNen 
Do Tuiijj: had h'ft ope-ii to him aftc'r that was 
to pri\ate' h'ssoiis to promising Vietnamese 

youn^^sters. Viiion^ the'in was Mai A’an Hie'Mi, 


a swarthy, gifte'd lioy from the south who was 
later to hecoine one of the DH\ s ee'lebrated 
artists. 

Mien was horn in 19‘2.d in the village of ()uan 
Aam at the southe'rnmost tip of \ ie'tnam. known 
loe alK as the' c'ountrv s “lie e-haske'l”. ( I he* se'c emd 
of tlic'sc' is ill North \ je*lnani, while the central 
part of the* e-ountrv is rc'ferred to as the “‘\oke' 
for e'arr\ing walc'r” — A//y I'lto.) Mis Ix'auliful 
native valh'V full of e-ocoiiul grove's, lush trojiieal 

V ('gc'lation and girl by mountains with their 
siimmits for e've'r shroudc'd in pale* blue* mist and 
the* riot of colour made' bv the* sjiring llovvers— 
all fostt'i'cd the* liov's inilination to jiaint. Me* 
iise'd to ele'vmte* e v e'l v fre*e* mome'nl he* liad to 
dravNing. Hv the* lime' lie* VNas llfle'cn he* liael 
hanishe'd the* ieh'a of anv ollu'r jirofcssion. 
Artist or nothing' Mis falhe*r who was a junior 
cle'i'k ofte'ii had to Iravc'l from ])lae'(' to jilaee* in 
se'arc'h of work. It was during one* such journev 
that Mien had the* good forlniu' lo nu'el the 

V t'lie'iabh* .Nguve''n Do (ding who bv that time 
was alrc'adv giv ing ]>nvate* h'ssons. 

Idle* expe'i'ic'iiee'd masle'r laiiglit the* voulh 
how to prc'pare* lacejuc'r from the re*markable 
sap of the* tre'C', how lo make* wood e*ngraviiigs 
and prints. Most important of all, he* laiighl 
Mieui to love* his native e emnlrv side' and the* 
ju'oph* around him, who weuke'el from morn 
till night in the* rice'-lielels Nguye'n Do (ung 
taught him to set sleire* by tlu'ir wisdom that 
walks hand-in-hand with modest rctice'iice. 

Mle''ii deveite'd himse'lf hc'art and soul lo his 
studic's, painting landseape's, euu’ afte r llie* other. 

Mis teacher later advised him to e*nle*r Hanoi 
Art School. Idle* eidels agi'iinst llie'iis sue'ce'ss 
w ere treme'udous ; only ten pupils from the* whole 

Artist Mai Van Hien 






i(‘\ }i('ar(l a littit' alxnit Dutch aixi Italian 
liiitiii^. Dorman artists A\cro onl\ mciitiniio<l 
l)(iss<tnt and Knssiaii painters mi^ht as well 
>t ha\(‘ existed \\ lial lhe\ were ahle to find 
it depimded first and fmeniost on their own 
itilmle and curiosity Somehow ihex managed 
<:el hold of tattered copies of reproductions 
Knssian painlin^»-s from hea\en Knows where 
id W( “I I- worn editions ol (iorkx 

While llien was still a sludenl echoes of ||o 
illle of Slalin^M'ail wire to reach Indod’hlna, 
a lime when the (.ommmiist I’arlx was inaKiie; 
ads for th<‘ final liallle llo ('hi Minh was to 






\\ril»‘ al tliat |»fTi(Kl ; "’I lie l<n<li <»f \larxisl- 

Lt-ninisl t caclii ii;j: and tlic of | 1 m‘ 

(li<-al (KIoIxt hrxolulioii lit IIS Oil oiir way as 
\\ r ad\anr(‘<l alon;^ llu' palli of t‘o\ ol ill ion in 
\ let 1 lain.’ 

llirn came llic \n;^ns| hcvoliilion of lIKio, 
in winch I lien looi\ an a(h\c |>ait I lie I )eino- 
ei'.itn hiont led h\ the ( onnnnni^ts waj_'ed a 
detennind stint.';_de a;_’ainst tin' 1 ri inli and dapa 
nesi- 1 1 n pel I .d I s I s so as to j_>ain the eonnlr\ s 
indepeiideme Ihe vonn;j aitisl hist no tune in 
enrolling with a < I el a < 1 1 1 n en I ol \onlli \olnnteeis 

It was a delaihnieiit id a fai fioin usual l\p«' 
Althon;;h eai h of the soldiers was armed with 
a rille, the delaehnieni was also j.;i\en a more 
lomplex assp!,ninenl m addition to straijxlit- 
forw.inl lifihtinp it had he<-n set np to ralK 
supporters for the liheralioii slru;^e|(‘ The \oiin^ 
propa;^n'mdis|s eo\ ered Inindieds oj miles thioii^h 
the jiin^le and hill eounirv in (lollies that weie 
soon \ er\ inmh the worse lor wear as a result 
of lhos(' lon|4, diflienll licks, |lie\ weie fre<pienl- 
l\ olili;,ied to ^’o wilhoni food lor eoiisnlei aide 
periods as lhe\ 'ravelled throu;^h their native 
land I el I III ;j, those whom thev met on then- vvav 
lln‘ Inilh al)onl the levidiition. afipealin^ to 
them to join in the s|rn;4'x|e and setting iiji local 
or;:ans of sel f ad in i n i s 1 1 a I ion Ihe steep harelv 
visilde paths leadiiifi up into the jimx h*-eov ered 
hills at limes l)ion;.’,hl tin' \ oiin^ vadonleers to 
places where people had never (Well heaid of 
the Setoiid Woild W a I or the revidniion 

It was at that peimd of his life that llii'm s 
skill as a painlei stood him in pood stead In 
places, wheie it was often hard to sj»i<ad their 
mes^ape in words, the \ oiiiip soldiers (onimiini- 
eated with the local inhahilants l»v me.nis of 
vivid 1 m iphllv -((doni ed drawinp^s which eoii- 
V es ed a messap:e tii.it w is ii n m is t a k a Id e foi’ 
everviMie Rare is ih.e peasant who does not 


iindei'siaiid a drawinp depictin'^ an ('inaeialed, 
ill I'cad hare imm of his own kind hemp driven 
fidin his nee-helds h\ a fat ernel foreipn invadei ! 
Hi (''11 pill all Ills h(‘art into those drawinps and 
posli'i's. 

In .liilv \\)\1 1 In'll jmned the Peoph's .\rm\. 
I his step r(*presi'ii t ed no small saei'illee on I lii'ii s 
part, heeaiise he had not vet eom|deted his 
eoiii's*' at the Art Si hool and had no idea whelliiM' 
he wmild ever have the opportiinitv to eoinjih'te 
his studies at a later date, m' to heeome a real 
artist It was not that lln'ii was pivinp anv 
tlnmpht to the iiaini' he mipht make fm' himself 
thiMiph, he was imlv anxnnis to spend his most 
active veai's in such a wav as to serve his native 
eounlrv to the hesi of his alnlilv, in thi' most 
useful wav In' emild In his heart (d hearts he 
was eonvineed that there was onlv one path in 
life for him. 

Ilii'n's sim v piovides as it w eri' a ri'lleclion of 
the late of Ills eminirv . it is like a rivi’r which 
(dx'dn'iitlv fcdlows t v erv turn of its hanks. \ll 
those V e.ii s. dm inp w hieh the \ iet naiiK'si' jieoph* 
foiipht to pain then i nd (pend en ee and defi'iided 
their Ihmieland apaiiist loieipn ('(donlser's, the 
V (Minp artist Mai \an Iln'ii served in his 
( omit rv s ai III V . 

d here is no end to the iiumher of privations 
which man can endure In the eaiise of his 
coiiiiti'v's freedom and hiiphler future, and the 
stoicism In' can dispkiv. When 1 asked Ili('‘n 
alxMit his familv. he smiled wistfnilv and pavi' 
me tin* following: answer: 

■■| was one of si\ hrotln'i's Perhaps tln-re an* 
less ih.in S|\ ol ns 1)V now. It s possible th.il m\ 
paK'llts .lie also dead. I haven I seen them for 
t w ('ll t V 't h I'ce \ ('a I s 

1 w as ov (‘I'w In'Imed hv Ins answer, at the 
thoiipht that he hadn I seen his relatives, who 
had sta V ed hel ii nd in Sooth \ K'l na in , for t w en t v - 
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Porlr'ail of a vvcuoa 




tlim- vrJirs’ Ami to tlimk lh;il lu' tlutt il 

[ri smile'. . I hen I rein e m 1 >i're< I the pilot l)an 
whose life ha<l followed a eonrse similar to tli:i 
of the artist lie also had tohl us with a wr 
snide that he had not Neim Ins fainiK' or heat 
an\ lU'W s (d them for o\ er lifteen vears It wa 
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dial |)aintin;.l and all that e,,,.s hami in han 
with It in\o|\*^-s realK hard ph\sieal woilv i|nil 
<part front tin- intense i oneen 1 1 a I ion and nm 
loiial exertion, it (hinamls nioie and more o 
• lie s sirenelh from das to das' 

It demands so mmli of a man that at ih 
noment to devote oneself to painlin;.; is jm 
as exhaustin'.'' and testme as a inilitarv tanipaie 
or battle ' 

♦ iaiif^'inns lot in life was an exlrenielv hai 
one- hnl liiidi for his pari not onlv had to con 
lo terms with ihe diflieiill lot of ihe painter hi 
III addition had l<t stand up lo loip> inarche 
battles and hnio \ears id war 

In Id'^iT llii'm heuan lo worts on the taff of 1 1 
Xrins m wspaper In l)cfrn(r of the I nlhcrlmn 
Ibis post meant that I lien was to spend most • 
fiis lime eolh'cline (Ui lln>-spo| niateiial sliaifjil 
fioin the ha 1 1 le- field . lie also dosiened a 
di-al of post«*rs and somehow manap'^ed lo lii: 
tiim- foi }>aintinp into the harp:aln. Ih' (ilh 
sk<-ieh-alhnni after sketeloalhnm and manapo 
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\ ill lli<* prov iii(‘(‘ of Tli:inli-lio;i 


to atii.'iss a lai'^o' (|iiatililN of iii\ aliiaMr inalniai 
ilrspih' llo' (lifliciill roiidilioits lie was woilviiifj; 
mul»’r and llic loiif^ distances he liad to ro\ ri- hy 
l)i( \ ( Ir ov ( I \ da\ . 

‘Ms foi'inrr ])ai ticipalion in intlilary opora- 
linns was of undoniahlc sij; nilicanct' to inr as an 
artist," Hn'*n ]>ointod ont ‘ In tUo lirsl platr 1 


w'as aide to collca t a lar^o' amount of nia1(‘rial on 
th(‘ war — lilvo \onr paintiM* \ (‘icshclia^in. In* 
a<ld«‘d, “altlio\i;^di I in not to bo compared with 
him, of (must'. Then llie soldiers eommenls 
were in\alnahle a'-, well; tiiev Avere m\ liisl 
erilies and it was alwa\s \ I'ry interesting^ to 
<d»s(‘r\ (* their reactions. 1 ns('d to draw eonnth'ss 
small pictures for them." 

( )n March IT l!)r)T lln'‘n was snnimoned nn- 
e\pe<l('d!\ to ^o at onc(' t(t the aiea w her*' \ iel- 
naniese units were hesie^in^' one of the for- 
tresses manned h\ the hreiich. 1 In- last lifl\ miles 
of that journey thron;^h the jun|^h' the artist hail 
to traxel on fool, takin^f with him the essential 
minimum of paints, canvas and )>aper as iiis 
onlv hi^jia^e. I he comniamh'r of the unit, which 
linn ('ventnallv leachc'd nioi'e (had than alive, 
said to him on Ids an iv al ; 

“^oii hav(‘ painted countless poslc'i-s and ])i(- 
tures foi our soldiers, now I want vou to trv 
and paint soim'thin^^ foi' the ('in'inv’. Their 
inorah' ont there in tin' fortress garrison is at a 
V ('I V low ehh. Tln v are hound to surrender any 
minnt(' imw . Don I jiay anv attention to the fac t 
that tin'v are now shoolinf.r \oll('y after volli'v, 
its hecaiise of th*' l('rrihle panic thev'ri' in. 1 
want vou to haii;^^ one more nail into their coflin : 
an enormous jiaintine hi^^ enoufj:h for the ('iiemy 
to hi' ahh' to inaki' out without llu' help of 
hiiioculars I’aint a picture of what awaits them 
if thi'N don I surrender . . said tin' comniamh'r 
with a w rv smih'. I In'ii he ^^■lv (' him an I'ln ouiaji^- 
in;^^ pat on the shoulder and said apolof^eticall v : 
“Tin 're s not a minute to In' lost. Von canT ri’st 
now 1m afraid: I II stud some nn'ii alonj»', to 
lii'lp \ on. ( ii't f^oin^f ! 

We set to work at oiici’; that was a task liki' 
iiothiiijj;^ I had ever known hi'fori'. .\s hriiich 
mines and slu'lls. vv liisth'd past us w (' started 
slicking logether an (‘normous patchwork of 



while she<“ts of paper aiul eolleeliiitJ[ ii{> ink 
and charcoal. Soon \n e had a “canxas " ready 
that ineasurcil ^450 scpiaia' fe«‘l. It Jiia<h‘ a ]>ei-fec* 
tai’fi;el for ihe t'liemy j)laiu‘s that k»‘pt ciialin}' 
o\4nln‘ad, so the soldieis started cutlin;!: hainhoo 
stakes find s(Mling uj) an cnoiinons doim* of 
l^re«'ii camonlla^^e oNcrhead. 

■■'riiat \\as the most Ic'stin^ day of in\ \\ lioh* 
lift," Jlien went 4m, “and tln-n all of a siuhhn 
I renu*njl>er4‘4l tln»se lni4‘s t)f \onr jau'l .\laya- 
ko\ sk\ : 

Ycni s'jxisr it's aisirr shine all tinij up 
there? Just try. 

“I’h 4‘r(> \^as n4> time to woirv ahonl clelails 
or le<hni<pie of cours4% the whole ihiiif^ had to 
h(' llirow n loj^i'llici’ in the course of that 4>in‘ day. 
Indit'd, llu' pictures whoh' lif4‘^s|)an was to la* 
no inort' than half an hour. Ihal ni;zht lie 
soldi('rs made llnir way liehl up to the f<Mtr«*ss 
and eia'cted tlu' 'piclnrc' a im're li\4' or si.\ 
hntulrc'd fe(‘l fi-oin its walls. A few hojirs late r 
vhi thi <la da ai lie itrsi 

of all ('oinj)lele sihme*' in tiu' fortress, lint llnm 
things startl'd in earnest and in the first ten 
niinuli's the h'rench fire*l more niine-s than w «* 
usually had to face* in tw cnls -fojir hours. I ln re 
was soon nolhinfj^ left of the picture. It ha<l 
ohx ioiish hit them wIktc* it Imrl. ( )ur im'ii 
on the other hand went wild with joy. What 
frreali'r reward coidil an artist ask foi than 
that.*' askeel llie'n with anotlu'r of his ^I'lf- 
effacin^ sinih's. ”Ma\ako\skN lan|j:)il me a f^n-at 
(h'al, parlicnlarly with ri'^'ard to the I'oh' art 
can l)lay. Art can he a highly la'liahh' wi'apon 
in linn's of grim struggle and in Nii'lnain at 
the monn'nt all art, without exc«‘pli(m, is 
directed toward this <*nd.” 

Sketches made on the hattle-lield provide 
artists with material for large can\as**s nowa- 


<lays ill Nit'liiam; this was the' cast' with regai 
to his picture "Meeting" which was awarth* 
hirst Pri/4'. In 19(1(1 Mnsco\it*’s had the chain 
to SCI' that picture' at the' e'vhihitioii ed worf 
h\ S ie'Inamese' artists he'lel in the' city's mai 
cxhlhilA>n hall 

1 lie'll went on te» te'll ns where' In' hail mael 
his original sketches for that vvork; "( )n ,i Ion 
jungle march erne of the soldit'i’s in our unit me 
his fianei'e' w hemi In' hatl not set'll for fiv e' \ e'ar 
Ml the' figures in tin' picture are* modt'lh'd o 
soldn'is from ni\ plaletem 

War llii'un's now pri'ehmimale' in the' w or 
of \lai \’an llie''!!, (!aplain in the l\''oph''s A run 
llie-'ii also told ns ahonl his (M)lh'ague's, whos 
picture's w e*rc elisplayeel at the' e'vhihition, an 
the work they wcie currently engaeh'el in 

In answ I'l' te> my ejne'is as tee which hlurope'a 
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TWENTIETH -CENTURY CANNIBALS 



Wliilo w<‘ were still in llan()i the staff of the 
I’eniiantait Lej^ation of llu* South Vietnam 
.Xaiional IJheration Front in the DHV {xa\«‘ 
a pri'ss eonfeiH'net' in Hanoi's International (Ihih. 
( )\ ('P 100 \ iet nainesc' and foiaa^n jonrnalisis 

and <liplotnats vvi're assendihal for the (Ma'asion 

If iion;^ F,dn^ Ddn^, a ni<'mh(‘r of th»‘ Per- 
manent la'jxalion, f^'ave thi' ass(Mnhle<l eom)>an\ 
an 1 n t roti net ion to ll>e "Ihiid H(*ok jml out h\ 
the South \ietnam ( ominittec' for I )en nmaat ion 
of the War Frinn's of I S Imperialists in South 
\ietn.ini Ills account of lU'w cases of mas- 
anndniation of the ci\’ilian population in Soniii 
\ietnain lilh'd his audience with horror. 

Iriionf^^ Fdne Ddn^ d('clare<l that the fori'i^n 
lUNadeis, ami the South Nietnanu'se pup|>et 
r«’';jrime had s(*l theinseKes threi* monstrous 
^oals: ''Hum I'xa'rythin^, (h'sii'ov e\er\ thin {4 and 
kill eryone ! ' 

riu' facts includial in tin* I hird Hook ( annot 
l)(‘ di‘s«rih('d as ansthine other than systmnatic 
;j:enocide. Whole pro\inc<*s hase been ra/ed 
to th(‘ ^r(»und, \ illae^es ha\e been llatteiu'd with 
bulldo/.ers and sur\ i\ in^ inhabitants tium hmiml- 
I'd off to concentration cam[)s. In those areas 
wlu'i’e the Anu'rican troops an* statiomal, so- 
( ailed l)«'ad /ones are bein^*' created I he enem\ 
makes e.\ t i'nsi\’(' use of all the most modern 
methods <*f annihilation. 

lor example in the (.u d ri district .\inerican 
soldiers toecilu-r with forces of the puppet 
reeiim* bred some three shells at each <>f the 
lo( al inhabitants. 

In some parts of the world there were peoph- 
who found it impossible to beliesc the ;p-counts 
of the atrocities perpetrated b\ the \im*ricans 
in Smith \ i(4nam. d'he bour^^eois .Ani'*ric;in 
newspajiers dismissed them as • 

Later when eyi'-w ilm*ss accounts of the destruc- 
tion of wlude villaj^es, the use of ^as ami na])alm 


started to make their w aN into the Wf 'sti rn press, 
the themy was put forward to the effiat that 
siin’e then' was a war on »i\ilian deaths were 
incN’itabh', “ part of tb • acct'jited onler of things 
llow(‘\<‘r people ilid at last wake u}> to what 
was a<’tuall\ happenin'^ after llu' hair-raisiiifi 
aceoiinls ol the barbant\ of tiu' \mencan forces 
in the \ illa< 4 e of .Son^uni That bestial, completel\ 
unjustifn'd muidi'r of women, children and 
i>hl men opem*d t !u‘ eves of (*v t'U tfie most 
sceptu al peo|)le The im idenl was nderiaal to 
as “a ilisefai'cfnl slain on our counlrv b\ some 
of the .\meiican [lapms. A et thcia- are actuallv 
thousands <»f such “stains", which the ,\merican 
authorities si la mefaccMl 1 \ hush u|». Ilowever, 

the\ ar<‘ iimbn^ it more and mor<‘ ilifhcult to 
slop news of ihem Icakiiif.' through into ihe 
pi<‘ss Sooner or lal<*r the butchers will he con- 
fronteil with the hca\ \ bunh n of crimes against 
a w hob' people, w ith the brutalilv that they 
perpetrati'd and called to account: tin* peojdes 
of llu' world are bound to pronouma' the strictest 
of senli'iici's ! 

\s 1 listc'iied to tIu' sjuaa'h made b\ d rnon^ 
(a'ui^ Dbii^ 1 coiihl not help recalliii}^ the bitter 
s|or\ we had heard from ihe \oune 
from .South \ ietnam, .\eo j dii d'nai. 

WV learni that despili* the difiicullii's that 
faci'd those Irvine to oreanisi* the educatimi 
network in the liberated areas, llu‘ bmnbed 
s( hooi-buiidines ami the lack of ]>aper and 
writine mat<-rials. school all<*ndama- lietires wor<‘ 
epowine steadily Some of the' vouth detachments 
111 the [irov ince of < biaiiji-ninh used smooth 
rock face's as substitute blackboards. Fverv 
effort is bc'in^ made to train ihe mc'n serving 
in .\rmv units in important trades and skills 
apart from miblary know-how, so that as soon 
as the war is ovc'r tiu'v should lu' able to c'lnbark 
cm [>eac'c‘-timc' work without cb'lav. 



Dining tlir loiifj; years of foreijjii (ioiniiiatioii 
the iiaiiiesr {x'ople lias had oiiK one path 

to iiheration open to it— striipp:h“. 'This path 
iii\oIvc(l sufferinf^^ and privation and trcMin'ndoiis 
sa< ri(i<<*s. I hose Nears of slrii^^le hronj;hl the 
people slreii^^lli thron{;h expiM’ienee, so that 
jIm' AiiH'riean inilitarN found llnMiiselves nj) 
against a forninlahle eiH'iiiy. In the eoiirse 
of lh(* Ioiijj: wai- y.(‘ars the \ i(*lnaines<‘ hav<* 
iMM'ome lirsi-elass soldn'i's, well iijt in all inod<‘rn 
inditarN l('ehni<]n('S. '1 h<‘ whoh' population is 
in N i^ilanl mood; the ahilitN to adapt to war 
conditions and extrael themseKes from tiglit 


At llic press eonfertMiee of |])(‘ Ptwma- 
nenl I.eenlion of lh(‘ Soiilh ^ ieltiain 
.Xnhonnl lahendion I nml in tin* DKN 


corners ha\e bei'ome universal attrihules. In 
the southern j>art of Zone IV of tlie DH\ , which 
is subjected to particularK' intensiv’c air attacks 
from the Americans, virliudly the Nvhole popu- 
lation has pone umlerpround, thus pro\itliup 
a pr.aclical expression of tht‘ slopan “All \del- 
namese house's are link(‘d topether by a sinple 
trench!”. In that part of the country people 
work, watch fdms, hold meetinps, make dales — 
all underproiind. 

Diirinp our subseepient talk with (lentral 
(lommitte'e Secri'tary from the \ ietnamese' 
I nion of Workinp Youth, (-oinraeh' Lu Miidi 
(lhau, w(‘ also diseussed the (jm'stion of the* 
pee)ple’s determination to oxercome all the' 
prohleins they happen to encounter fe)r tin* sake 
of lludr ultimate victory, (lornrade Lu Minh 
Lhau explained: “()ur principal task is to foste'r 
anionp the yeuilh a spirit of class consciousness, 
a se'iise of r<*sj)onsibility n is-a-x is the fate of 
South \'i(*tnam and an awareness of the need 
for them to pi'iform tlu'ir international duty 
with rc'pard to the international revolutionary 
mox'ement. Stune time l>aek a proup of foreipn 
comra<les came to si'e us; tlu'y were not really 
<imvincetl by xvhat they h.ad lu'ard about our 
youth's liphtinp spirit. After they had seen tliem 
on tin* batth'-fu’ld they immediately put paid to 
all their doubts.” 

lai Minh Lhau xviuit on to tell us about the 
work of the youth shock bripades in the v'arious 
proxinces of \ ietnam. A ]>o|)ular cam|)aipn is 
noxv under wax\ which calls upon soldit'rs to 
reduce losses to a minimum throuph crafty 
manoeuxrinp, to brinp their native wit and 
nous into plax . 

.\ xarit'ly of such “moxemiuits” and “eam- 
paipns” are undi'r xvay throuphout \ ietnam. h’or 
example the jiopulation is called uj>on “to turn 
homb-craters iiito eompost-containers”. 
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THE “JUNGLE” INSTITUTE 


Insliliih 




Our next port of eaJI was tlie Hanoi Phanna- 
ei'utieal Institute. Although the word Hanoi 
appears in its name a journey of a g(K»d eighty 
miles from ll»e capital is required to reach it. 
.\l seven o'clock one morning w(‘ got into the 
inevitable ears complete with a eamoidlage of 
leafy branches and drove quickly out of tin* 
city in a northerly direction. As soon as we got 
outside tin* city we came across d(‘\’aslated 
villages: sometimes we drove through ruins that 
stretched for miles on (Uid. All villages situated 
near bridg('s and crossings had also been bombed 
out. The last |)art of our journey took us through 
an area wluna* the red e.'irlh was <lry and full 
of cracks. Our cars sent up an endless cloud of 
red dust, that got into (‘\('ry thing, watclu's, 
shirt collars and even canu'ras. 

The road led stc'adily iq)hill, and soon open 
country ga\'(‘ way to woods. Tlu'n' was no end 
to the b(M»ds in tht‘ road. were dri\’ing 

along so fast that it seemed as if th<‘ {‘ar would 
overturn any second. All of a sinhUm w'(‘ came 
to a hairpin-b(md and the driNcr jamnu'd on 
llu' brakt's. S('\eial girls and two young num 
started walking across a small clearing at the 
sid(‘ of th<“ road to come to meet us. 

"W e r(* luM’e, homi’ades, ’ Le I hanh announced. 
“Those are })eo])le from the institute coming 
out to wa‘lc(»me \ ou. " 

\\v got out and shook hands. They turned 
out to be students from the institute and tln^ 
two men with them wer(' (aunrade Hai, the 
Fleclor of tin* institute, and the Part\ Secrelarv. 

We crossed a small hill by way of a narrow 
path through the- trees and tlu-n found ourselves 
in a pictur(‘s([u(' wooded vallev . d here were 
bamboo and papaya trees, that resemble coco- 
nut j)alms, with cIusIjts of grecm fruit growing 
out of their trunks. Later w(' caught sight of 
some trees with thick foliage that were remi- 



d'lie Hector of the Manoi Phariiinceiitical 
liistitnt(‘ 

niscent of elms, dhrough the tn-es we could s(*e 
the sparkling water (T a neatbv river. 

‘Tler-e’s our insliliili'," said tin* Hector [uunting 
down into the valh'v ami eveing us curiouslv 
for our r(‘actlons. We stood then' in stunned 
silem e for all wa- could set- at that moment v\as 
a cvalist in a pointed straw hat making his wav 
along the narrow patfi tlirough the buslies; 
there w rrs not a smgh- sign of human habitation 
to b(' se<-n, just lulls, hills and more lulls, jiiling 
up om- abovi- tin- other’. They set-med to dissolva- 
in tlie misty ha/e to hetonu- part of the sky. 
Ihose wooded hills, which stretched as far as tin- 
eye could s('(‘, lent sr-ra-nity to tin* scene In-fore 
us while the dense foi-est apjieared jirimeval, 




s<» ihiti if it liad not Imm'U for cNclisl >\1 m» 

fioin linu* to time came into \ ic>N airMMijr the 
ImisIics one mi^lil Mcli liaNa* tlmu^lil tliat no 
man had e\ er set fool in the \ allev 

After taking a elos(‘r look }mv\ e\ (*r u e managed 
to pick out vmall isps of smoke do\N n in lh<* 
\ alley and I noticed a peasant \\«nnan in <me 
of tin* glades, plon^hin|^ \\ilh t\\o hnffaloes. 

(omrade Dai at last in lerriiptetl onr reverie: 
‘ Dear friends, let s ^o to the institute, 1 want 
to he able to show yon everytliin^ l)e‘fore it ;i:els 
dark. 

He then proceeded to lead tin* way alon*; 
a small s|on\ path lie e\plaine<l en route that 
the instilnie had lieen transferred to this jungle 
site tin* \«‘ar before, and everything ha<i had to 
he startetl rijrht from s('rat<*li. 


From the ensuing a(*e«»unl of that operation 
it emerged that tlie slafT and students had 
a<*(*omplished a truly miraculous feat. 

“When the DHV (lovernmeni decided that 
our institute should he evacuated hundi'cds of 
prol)lenis fa(*ed the students and teachers; there 
w ert* no tea< hing j)r(*mises, liv ing aeeommodatiori 
ami mmln*re to house oui* high-[)rt*<‘ision ajipa- 
ratiis and eipiipment. I ln*re w as no elect rieit v 
or water supply. However the .\rmy needs 
nnaiieal suppins and tht* Party could not risk 
h'tting the institute stav' on in Hanoi, so we 
nuK (*d liere. 

d'ln* mind boggles at tin* thought ()f setting 
up a imnh'in seientille inshtutt* in tlie jungle, 
of housing rift(*(*n humlr(*d students and ])ost- 
graduates. d In* lahora loii(*s now have bamboo 
roofs and th(*\ an* s(att(*red over the hill slope's. 
.\l(‘anwhih* mc'lieulous r(*seareh has to go on 
which re(|uires high-pr(*eision a])paratus. How- 
evt'r to get from tin* institute* te> the* ne'aresl 
raiivva v statiem in\edv e*s a tw enty-four-heuir 
jemrney e)ii foot. But the* Army nee'els me'elie*al 
supplie's. Wounels have* to he* tre'aleel after 
edel pe'eiph* anel ehihlre'U have hee'U hit by 
pe*lh*t bombs, na]>alm hums have* te> lie* eareil 
fe>r, antiehete's for gases anel peusons anel elrugs 
te) e-oinhat fe*v (*r anel all manne*r e»f lre)j)ie*al 
elisi-ases have to he j)repareel. 

"Our jungle* e-ontains a we*alth e)f herbs with 
ineMlie inal pre)pertie*s." Dai teilel us. “()ur ane*e*s- 
tors usi*d them in the past to treat e’Ve^ry elisease 
uneler the sun. .\s time* we*nt on though many e^f 
the'se traelitmnal e ure's were* fe>rgutle*n. .\e)wadays 
with the* he'lp of me)elern seientihe* knowdetlge 
we are trying to preserve the preeieuis kne)wle‘dge 
vvhieh our fore*fathers haneh'el elovvn le) us. 


A new heniTi^ for the Instilule's d('})arlinenls 








I r.'iiiiiiitr Itti- fiihirr i"!'' 


■^(1 vtui Ml, il Infill’d fill ill. it till’ \iii<’ii(.in 
:iif i.nds (Ml ll.'iiioi lli.il forced ll^ lo Inkc cover 
III llic iniii.de Uioindil n> iie.iiei' |o our •oniric'- 
(il niediini.il law in.ilen.iK 1 lie miiiiefons 
[Molilinis we foil’ do iiol detei ns, oul’ jici.jile 
Is lio| .ifl, ud of h;ildslu|»s \N e Mai'Nisls look 
,it e\ er\ ! hill!.’ Iroin a ili.deeln.d |toiiil of view 
iiioNin;: out lieie ni|(. the jnnple in.'ide oui' woik 
1 1 1 0 1 e d I f 1 1 1 n 1 1 , 1 ) n I 1 1 ! I ( I ns | < » e \ 1 e 1 1 d 1 1 1 e I a ii ” e 
of onr sinnlitn i n v es | i;j , 1 1 i(»n In I In' em}it\ 
\eais Ilf ils cM^leine iieline llie \n;^ns| l\<\i>- 

IuIkmi lliis >1 iiiMil id IMiarni.ii v lali t rei mm.iiii ■^ ed 
.is a IMi.ii'inai enlleal Inshtnic oiiK liained a 
total of Vietnamese jdiai maeists. wluU lln’ 

|io|nil;il loll nnnilieTs niillion' \l ll:e niomenl 
ihei’i’ aie l,,i(l() stndenis eiiiolli'd al onr iijslilnle: 
in tile ionise of the last two \ears ’J.dO stuMililic 


iii\ estimations have been carried out. the vast 
luajoiitx' of lliein niakiiim a direi’t cont riliiilioii 
to the \% ai’ effoi't ! ' 

Wilde we were laikliie '' c c;mi(' out of tlie 
woods (Ml to a (iroper road bordered with larm*'. 
well l>uiit l>anil)oo houses \S e sloj))ied in fi’oul 
of one of them .and the Ib'clor told us lliat it 
was the bioeheniislr-\ faenltx for seeorid'year 
st udeiits 

Idle leet lire- i-oom inside was eriijilv because 
all the stndiMits were doinm jiraelieals at the 
time We Walked about between the desks tliat 
were made of split ba m boo-i ,i lies but in all 
other respei Is rescmbh’d <lesks the wmld over, 
the onl\ iblTereiiee beiiim th.il tlu' most eonimon 
subject of the doodliiim and seribbb's on them 
w,is a buminii pi.nn’ heaianm the letters I S\ 
and reelinm earthw .arils 

I picked u|) one of the students’ noleliooks. 

I he formulas. diamiMrns and texts weie all 
<‘\li’emel\ neativ laid oul. lliiM-e was not a 
single blot or < rossinmoMit to be seiai 

! he l.iboratoi’v lools w eri’ held up b\ enor- 
mous lieeliunks and their’ w.ilb were liunm with 
bnmiillv (oliiuied posteis depleting medicinal 
herbs In one corner 1 saw some crates th.it liad 
not \ el been nnp.’ieked and hore the inscription 
■ \ .\( > \lede\porl or " M as hex po rt . ( tne of 

lliemii'l stndenis b\ the name of li.in I n.at Loe 
w.is workine with a larme miei'tiseope examininm 
.1 tinv iboi) of Inimd mi a slide. 

I hanh, one of iln' fomth-veai slndenls, told us 
llial this p.irlnnlar laboi.ilorv was workinm on 
new <liau:s to iomh.it nial.iria and inllnen/a. 

\t the same time these students an* .’dso 
eonipiliiii: a pliarm.aeopoeia and ,i herb alias,” 
lie adibal 

■'\N bat are \on woikinm on.*' I asked .'mother 
of the students lb' told me the name of the 
herb in \ ielnami se and then came oul slraimht 


S'2 



that il was a liri-h with <■lm^|(i^•^■al)ll“ 
I •''Siblll lM*s wliu'li could 1)«‘ used to lrc.it a l.ti-;jc 
uiulx'i- of disi'ascs. 

\flci- that w <' luadi' our wax tliiouj.*!) sniuc 
lore jungle to lire sludciils' hosit'K (tscr au 
rcii llial strcli-lios for .alioul seven iiule^ aloii^’ 
le u.iriow vallev 2;><) houses, a K i udor ^ ai I eii 
[ul ;i [U'lin.irv school h.tvi .ahi'.-uiv heen hiull 
111 it Is the sludeiils who do .all the huddm:> 
oik .and lav on the food. I h.al ve.ir thev had 
I'ow n enoui,:h \ e;.>ot;ihles, eassa\,a .and sw e» i 
olaloes li-oin thei!' allotments (o»- .i total oj 

I |)ounds per head, while the live^toeK liicv 
ept on till' premises had ])id\ uhal over ten 
ounds of me, at for e.aeh ]»erson 

Miht.arv .and 1* 1. dr ill w .as yoin->^ on m .a 

Iiye ^’I'een held next to the hostels Iheri' wen 
hoiil four hundred students there, soiui l.akii'" 
art in tin- ”^vmmislies, vvhile anolina ^'ronp 
ei'c ei'.awlinij foiwaid on llnir stom.aelo .iiimd 
nil lilies and eom|'lete with .a < .amoullaijo 
f le.afv hranehes V little fuithei .iw.tv there 
.is tar^,’el pi.ietiee t;oiu;/ on and some of tin- 
o v s w ere p i ,n I isi n}_' .a I I'.ad i t iona! form of wrest 
ni:. armed w ilh thick sl.iffs 

Il liiran d d.ark v ei-\ ipiieklv .and soon av e 
e.ird a i:on:i lini; out. .SlndelUs sl.iiled m.ikiii'' 






LIFELINE 


ill.(/mn>\ iK'vri Used to slop ski'tdii .-is wo 
w.ilkrd .dtoiil line po I iir('s«nir <lo\\dcd shorts 
<)l ll.ino). t.dkiii;: to pl('nl\ of p<‘opir on onr 
w .1 \ 

I lir houses on the oniskitls of the <il\ urtn 
mosi nnnsn.d lo oni r\ rs foi ,dl ih.tl stp.ii.ilrd 
llir looms ins|d( from the shrri w.is .t tow of 
linn It.mdioo in;i|s suspended fioni tin* redm;j:. 

I Im lift' of llie lionseledd w;is eotnpletel\ ex- 


posed tn tin- onlside world We could s('(‘ lioiist*- 
wi\es prcp.'iiin;^ food and putting then- cliildiaui 
to l)ed. Ineidenlall\ . d('s|)rtt‘ ^o\ ( iiinn id ordru's 
to lia\(' ail clnldien e\a( iialcd fi'oin lianni, llu'i’i' 
were still trnloid nrtrnhers lo In- st-en nmnin|j: 
ahoiit 

( )n inan\ oer asioiis we had had lo kra'p within 
cas\ reach of hondr-slnllcrs wailiiij^ for the idl- 
< lear afl<'r air-raid warnings. ( )m tin' da\ in 


K n 1 1 1 c \ o . I 



|j;u! ht'fji inoii' raids tliaii nsjial : 
as far as u <> coidd l(dl it uas llta rt'sidriitial 
sjilxirhs that (‘r(' in for it on that nrrasion 
I /oud r\|dosi(»ns in tin* (lislancr cnnUI fiaajin nilv 
la* lu'ai’il. 

It) tin* lah* afhrnnon I .<* Ilianli a pjaa r«‘<] fir 
I(»(*kr<l \ (‘r\ martial tins tiim* ^\ltl^ a pistol 
liolsiiM* at Ills Ix-lt, a slrrl lirlnirt, and r.iirird 
a rarlnnr. 'In an lionrs tiinr \\ «• lra\ i* for 
/oik* I \ , Ik* a n noniK*(*<l. 

It did not takr ns lonti to (*oilrrt onr tilings 
tot:‘’l ln*r, inclndin;^ (ila/uiio\'s (■an\.isrs and 
sk(*trli Kooks and a do/i'ii or so pKwood lioxr 
<*ontainin^ prrst'iits for Nirlnaim'sr \oKMj:st(“rs 
from small So\irt srliool<*lnl<l rrn. Lr lliaiili 
tin'll r<inipp(*d ns willi stri*! Iirlmrts of So\ irl 
inaki*. 

Another air-raid warning: (h*la\ rd mn* depar- 
ture for a slnirt pi-riod ami w eonld onl\ si't 
off after ni;^litfall. W e \\ (*re aet ompanied l)\ 
la* riiaidi, Kliai and Le (!dn. d«*pnt\ <*<litoi-in- 
eliief of tin* neNvsjiapi*!* fiardr. If no air- 

laid \\arnin;^s were jiiven lianoi was alwaNs 
hri;jlitls lit in the (*\t'nin^s so that we wen* aide 
to drive alone \vell-lit avenues, tlironelii<r with 
peoph', then past va/ioiis faetoriis and hiiek 
warehonsi's It was onlv aft(*r we had left lianoi 
hehind ns that we w c*re plnneed into ilarkness 

■ This is w hi re Ihnite .\o 1 l)(*eins.” [.«* ( «'»n 

l(dd ns. 

It took ns si\ hours to travel some thirtv 
miles after that, hnt what a jonrnev it turned 
out to l)(*! It was afl(*r two o Cloek when w <* 
n'aehed onr ileslinalion — a small hotel iiol far 
from ihanh-hoa. 

IIk* main prohh’in for traflii on that road 
were the river (*rossiM;,^s Most of the hi*id;:es 
had heen homhed to hits. Ml v\ <> <*onld make 
out in the pit(*h <lar*k were v af^ne silhonelles 
of hnlloeks and devastated fai*mhons(‘s. We were 


delaved for soim* tiiiK' at the lirsl ( rossiii".:: jioint 
Onl of the daikness tlK*re smlilenlv loomed 
eiiorinons .\1 \ /. trneks Inreft (d an\ lif^hts 
whalsoi*ver; thev were larivin-.:' weapons niKh r 
larpanlin eoveis. and rnmhled forimdahlv as 
tln v <lr<»v«* past I Ik ii* wen* evelisis riilin*.' alon;;r 
the side of the mad, tlK*ir v ehii h*s loa(h*d to 
eapaeilv \s a i nh* emnmons plaited baskets 
.ire 'iispeiideil from holh sides of the Iu^’;4a;.;e 
r.iek \ielnainese ivelists e.m i.anv loads of 
lip to li.'ilf a ton' (Mher people v\(*ie e.iiivin^JT 
l.ir;4e h.des with tin* help of ;i \oke moving 
foiwaid ;it ;i lopm*; rim laliier llian w;dkiii;.',. 
I >et aeh m(*n I s of soldiers were on the move ;is 
well et di*spite the meredilde nnmh(*rs ,‘ind 
eoiijjTestion tlK*ie w:is no hustle or eonfnsKni. 
\ow and then an order was shouted oj* peoph 
h.'iih'd i .ieli otln r, hnt most i on v (*rsat ions wen* 
lomliKted in hushed tones dins tn'meinloiis 
"op'-r.it loll’ w.is ;j:oin^ on ;it de.id of ni^ht, 
and no lights <*onhl he used! 

While we were Wiiitiiie onr Inrii to ^^o ;K*ross 
.III oflii er e.-iiiK* np .'iiid invit(*d ns to have a 
(*n|> of le.i III .’I small hniidin;.', hv the side of 
tin* mail th.it w.is full of soldiers whose joh it 
W.is to Siipi'ivise the (rossln}.j. .\ l.'irfii* f.'dde of 
ron;:h-hewii lo| 4 s stood in the niiddh* of the room 
ill w hieli all the windows were hl.iek ed -out . A 
sm.di kerosene l.iiilern sIk*< 1 its dim li}„dit on 
the men sitliii” at tin* t:ihle, some of whom were 
ilrinkiii^ le.i. Iheir s u hm.'K 1 1 1 n e-e 1 1 n s were 
sl.ieked np iiejirhv . I he soldiers inov (*d np to 
III. I In* room for ns ami one of them .isked if we 
were Soviet Me le.K'ted to niv .iiiswer with .'i 
lir<*<i sinih*. indeeil. .'ill tin* m(‘ii looked (|nile 
e\h.insled. We le.irnt th.il thev h.'id onlv just 
eoiiie off <lnt\. I psi.'iiis fioin hehind a enrt.iin 
<*;iim* <pnet voi(*es of soldiers takiri;i- it (*;is\ after 
;i hard ilav’s work We li.id onlv just hiiished 
onr tea when oni* drivir eaiin* rnshintj: in to till 




(>11 till' niisk I li •- (if till' ( ,i|ii!;il 

lii.il liiiii li.ul i'lttii' :»1 lU' ainl 

1 1m( W I sIkMiIiI lull I V iuK k l-l tlu' ( Mf 

W ( iti.uikid llic iiu ti for (to- tea aild oil iii\ 
oil! I llolKud ill, it till llilik liook oil tli(‘ 
talik vxav ,i i o|»\ of ^liolukltov lit \ U'l li.i I lirsf 
I hie l)\ (iiic llir Vriiult's iii.ulr ilirn \\.i\ oil 

!,> llii- lo;: MO'siii;.’ I lu'H wore ‘Miior jioopU- 

li;’!i!i'imii,', tile jotiiU [n'lwta'ii l!i<' lo;^-. st.iiulnij^ 
\v,i|vi (Iri'ji IK \\,il< i , 1 '' llo \ woikod I lie soldliM' 
in iti,U‘U‘ of itio Iraflic u.i\o<l nxoisoiu' on ( hir 
\<lu(l«' '-l.iiiod |o iuiiiiji i.ijudU aiiovv (lir lo^*' 

I In load l;o 1 wor^o and woivr \\it!i nv nrs 
mdo I In ro w .is no ond to ihn potlioU-v ainl lar^o 
)»aliln ' of n|)tiiinod .I'-jdiall all tin- wav ainl wo 
liad It' niako fnanionl dotoiiiN It xooiiiod as if 
lilt' Vnu'inanv Inn! not loft a sin^do s(jnai«' ftiot 
ttf llnil vital load uiiltniolnal. a road wlinli lod 
indit lliitui^li llio 0 miilrv from inntli to stmtli. 


(hi .a niimlior of occasions w liad lo make 
dolours \\Ii(‘r<‘ workmen were filling in fresh 
homh-cralors. Ilio damaoi' was parlnuLarl v 
soriiMis on a slrclcli of tin- ro.ad hv a small rail- 
wav jnm lion In fact, all tlial was hdt »d the 
slalion was a mountain (d stones ;ind di'ltris. 

I hero was a sharp smol! of aniisojiln in the air. 
Wo wore told kilor tliat a raid had only jusl 
t.ikon plat e ihcit I ho fiends had httnihed to 
hits a tram carrvin;: modn .il sujiphes 

Two or thri'o imios w a* wore stopped h\ 
p,iti-<ds. itt have (till p.ipcrs checki'd. < hto of tlie 
sohliois diow .iltontion lo the f.n I that ont' of 
t»m oars hatl a lioht that oxcoedod the slatulorv 
hriohlno'-s 1| is woith iititmi: what kind of 
lejht lio was talking; ahoiit I nder the front 
himipoi was (i\e«l .t hn \ i It lamp inside a (loop 
tin which let <m! a patlioln little olrain of Iiohl 
oil to the ro.id 

\s I lookt'd .it the dim sdhom'ttt's of the c.ars 
movimj past us in tin opposito direction in a 
novoi omlinu tliain 1 iii\ olunt.irilv coinpaied 
that loatl with aiiolho' that althoindi i ttld and 
wind swopt laid hot n oipndlv full of liomlo 
(lalt'is ,md shi'll holes and w Inu'e then' laid 
also hoon hiunl-oiit loiiios liniiui holh sides. 

I tittdd not help compai'ino it witli l.oninorads 
l.ilo-lino tiiiMiie the (itv s Ituii.j ^icoi, alon;i 
whnh an ondloss ilaiin of |oi rios oarrv ni” 
ammunition ami foia! madt llnir w.iv to tin' 
hoh';i>ruorod citv I'his tiomendoiis woik all had 
to !m‘ larriod out at nmht Itoiite \o I is \iot- 
nam ^ ! ifo lam'" it is impossihlo to oitiint up 
tin' homh-cialers that laivo hoi'ii made In it. 

II wouhl ho still im>io tiifliiiilt to estimate tin' 
amount of fniplit tliat has hoen tiansported 
dtiwn this road, the tioops that have lieon sent 

.\h;»i><'ti Till I,. -Ill stinlii s M) as (o lielp huild 
and defi'tid her I loineland 




into action aloii^ it However (me (ia\ llie liin«> 
will come ami records (d these ojH'ratiims will 
he (haw II ii|) riicri will cono' a turn' w Iwm 
ill'' Ir.dlic on tills load will no lon;^ci have to 
move under- (ovci of 1 1 n | x'li el ra I d( • daiknesv. 
hii;.'}il licadli^lils will shine ont. neon li;ihls will 
Hash all the wav and the jonrnev from Hanoi 
to Sai;jon will onlv take a few honis. jiist as it 
did III tin- old (lavs 

Inst like Leningrad s Life-I me so \ letnain s 
Ihnile .\o I will live on in the heails of the 
|>eo|»h I thon;_’hl to mvself that it would he as 
well to lea \ I w I loh se( t ion s of it in then |n(‘sen t 
stale, full (d |iolholes and (laleis and lined with 
Ml lin'd hn I Id I lit-' . a^ a s\mh<di( monument to 
the lion will and mishakahle leiiaeitv of the 
\ n loi ions peo|,le 

Several limes in the conise of that nitrht we 
heaid the loai’ of enoimons airnomed vehicles. 
Ion;.' haiielhd . I ii 1 1 -a 1 1 ( I a f I ;:niis. io<ke|s, and 
lai;_'e ijniis under lar|tanlines i iished past iis at 
hii'h spei'd- 

< hi each o.a asion K hai ea me on 1 with I he w ord 
lh'<le|do\ meiil . 

I he lo( al pf oph' had helped set np eonv enl('nl 
Old W(dl inoteeled ^iin enipla(ements in ev ei \ 

I oMiei of the land. \\ henev ei .nU-aik hatteiies 
look on till enemy, hv the next inornin” lliev 
would alieadv have lieeii moved to anolhet 
spot fioni wheie it would arain he .'ihle to l;dx( 
the Vnieinaiis h\ '^iirpiisc, while Xnierieaii 
planes s( 1 mil to honih enipiv positions 

Stveial limes | leeeived painini kmaks mi 
the head when we drove alont.' str'ehhcs i.f road 
where the pits and ints were pa it len la rl v deep 
It Was fioiii the hexes ..f pr, sen|s that had heeii 
plle<l np jiisl hehiml iis. Id he on the safe side 
I pill om of the s|e(| helmets on It L'.ive mil 
a inelalln iiiitt as niv head handed aita'iisl the 
side of the ( ai winch slopped me fidin f.dliii'.r 


axleep. Irr llie end though mv tiredness won 
mil and I started to do/e ofl. I woke np when 
the (ai- pulled to an iinexpeeled hall llva told 
me that it was hceanse the \meinans had jnsl 
Mown over v ei'v low. I here was a hlankel of 
sileme all around and it was v erv warm wilhonl 
a hiealh (d wind, in the dark I (onld make ont 

thousands of sparklino^ jjj^l o vv - vv o i i n s .Vfler a 
while we were ahle to pick np a va;^iie loai-in^j 
stoind to the h it of the main road ’We re i'i;j:hl 
next to the I on kill” ( lull here. ' I ha ii h e x plai ned . 
" I he Xmei'ieans have Mown awax in that 
dii‘< etion III Older to Inin, hnl ihex max llv Iraek 
this wav .m\ moineiil \\ e innsl wait for them, 

hetaiise even at m”hl ihev h I'e rockets at <ais 

I'.eloie vv<' rea(he<l the town of Ihanli hoa, the 
(enlie o| the pio\in('‘ With the same n.aine. we 
tinned oil on to a (aii-lrack and drove mi foi 
al hast an hour, past villages and almi” dvins 
ih.il vv 1 I (* .dl en V eloped ill I h e sa m e a 1 1 - pe rv . i ( I i n ” 
dalkliess l inallv we stopped hv a stn.dl ”love 
<d 1 1 CCS lie' di'iver ”ot ont and soon (aim ha(k 

with a man who vv , i s h e n t d o n h I e with some 

(Cipphnu disc. ISO. He ;.;ave iis a Him. fiiendiv 
handshake I was jns| ahmil to lejilv to his 
wolds ol ”reelin”. hill one lahe sl(|» from the 
11.11 low p.itli. I ha I vv ;is im possible to ni<d\( ont 
III the (hnk, l.imhd tm in .i dee)i tieneh I oilm 
n.itelv . no sorions tl.iin i”( w as done 

\ small wnk-laiiip vv .is hill mil” in I he 
h.amhoo hot wilh ,oi e.nllieii lloor. to winch 
we were led llie Inmiliire emisisled of an 
( iiormoiis t.'ihle .iml a h w simple heliehes. In the 
( or ner there vv.is ;i l.ii”( .iml ele”,'inl eiiiihoard 
(ont.iinni” (hin.i I he master of the house invit- 
ed ns Id sit down .il the t.ihle We weie desper- 
atelv tired hv lhis time .iiid tiled to make 
Diir ext Uses hnl I h.ndi said that some eoiin-ades 
troin lilt prov inei.d .id in i n ist i at ion were ahont 
to .iriive ;md we on”lil not to disap[)oint them. 



iIh*v )i;m 1 Ix'Cii wjiilin^' for foi‘ .*i 1 om«» liriir 
\\ (' sal down and our liosl slai lod |»ounn}^" out 
(!luiu'^(‘ toa. 1 had alroadx uoliicd l)y lluii 
that w lu'rcvor you ^o in N'ii'liiam, wlu'tlu'r on 
husiiic^s or a visit to friends, and rej^ardless 
of iIk' linn* of da\ ojk* is alwa\s • df* aed 
fta;^ranl (diiiu'se lea. It is dninh without suj^ai, 
and although 1 did not lihe it at lirsi I soon 
ae(|uired tlie tast(‘. Jt is a laanarkalth r ('fn'slnufj^ 
and invi^oiatin^ drink (to tliis oeeasion fdnuesc 
tea came to the ri'seue once more; after the lirst 
small eup our tir’edness \aiMshed. 

\ few minutes later two y)unj„' imai and 
a jj:irl ean'\ in;j: an I'normous l>om|uet of Ldadioli 
came into ||u- hut. Iheic' was scmiethio^ \ eiw 
iiiievpeeted ami tomhin^ about thoso heautifid 
How IM S III that liamhoo-hut hs the dim li^'hl 
of a small wiek-laiuj) at the dead of ni;-’hl. 

( Mie of the new arrivals .\;,myen Nan <-ia 
turned out to he the I'lrst Seeretarv of the 
pro\ iiieial eoinmit tei* of the I nion of Winkin';: 
Youth. N^nyen Tin Yi'ni was one of tlie people 
III ehar'Jfe of the local eoinmittee of the same 


or<j:anisation and tlie ^irl N^niyen Tlii I'linoni;: 
was a hlasi-furiiaee operator from a small faeloiw 
not far from the famous Ham Kdne hrid^e. 

\s we sIowIn sippetl the lea we asked our 
\ lelnaiiu'se hosts ahoul tlie local youth .letix ities, 
till' homhiti'.'^-iaids and shillin^'-^ ahoul the 
difliiult'i's which the\ had to cope with. 

We learnt for example that in the course 
of one year the Ninerieans had hoinln d the 
proxiiiee of Ihanh-hoa d.OTd times, drojijniif; 
a total of elexeii thousand Ions of fnnnh.s. It 
appeared that the homhiii;.; teehnii|ues also 
xaiied a f^ood ileal: sometimes towns wiM’i' 
snhjeeted to uninlerrn|>led massixi' attacks that 
lasted fo da id >thi short 

surpiisr attacks xx imi* employed 

\Y'n\i'Mi Nail (lia told iis ahont little Iran 
rill \e XX ho for Inn courage was {.granted the 
honoui of hem;., chosen ahni;; xvilli fixe other 
menihers of the N ouno Pioneer or;;anisatioii to 
atl'iid the /(til ( !oii;.rre',s of Ihnoes of the I)H\ . 
I asked if it oiild he possible to meet her and 
he nodded in reply "We shall introduee you 



American barbarians have destroyed ever-y tiling ahnif^ lUnile .No. 1 




t»» Iht t()m(>rr(>\\ ,' Nijfiiyrn ^ An (!ia sai<l N\itli 
a willing nod, then aflcf looking at his N\atih 

he laiifxhed and sai<l, “or rather loda\ 

Indeed h\ then it as already four o ehn k 

in tin' morning. 

That nif^ht we hi'aiai a delaihal ataount of 
I he \\a\ in which the AineTicans and their 

Soul h'\ let nann'se lienehno'n suhjei'tial the ]>eo|»Ie 
of the |)h\ In inlensi\e hrain-w ashin;^ Pamph- 
lets eallin;.'' upon them to ahandon the slrn^;::le, 
Jo\e llieir “hroth<‘rs from tin* south and \\ip<- 
out (!ommunists are droppial liy the thousands 
and e\ (11 nullnms Uadio stations also subject 

lh(' pi'ople to a constant harra^e of propajzanda 
IMaiO's drop crates eontainiii”' transistor radio- 
s('ts, foi'fja'd hankiioti's. (lotlu^s and «mi to\s 
'These “pi <*s('n t s' an' parlieularK nuim'rous just 
helore tin* .\e\\ A ear ( )n fre(|uent occasions 
-North \ lelnamesi' (ishertnen captura'd out at 
s('a are "rejjiallN e<juipped ^^ith clothes and 
otln*r ^ifts, helore Ix'inji: rcleasi'd to return home, 
the -\nM'ricans do this in the hope that rumours 
of iheir “kindness' will help them to hreak 
down local T('sistanee llowe\er one of two thiiif^s 
is done with all these presents: either lhc\ are 
hamh’d in to the state or desIroNcd. Indeed, 
peasants w host* wives and chihlrt'ii have ln*<‘n 
killed while working on till' rice-fn*lds could 
hardiv he exfiected to act otherwist'; what little 
hov could start pla\ inj-T with American to\s just 
after hiirv iiif.^ his parents killed in an air-raid’ 
Such ideological acts carried out hv the 
ao^rressors are nolhin^r Iml inhuman cant 

“ Thev' just honih ev er\ tiling-- huts, schools 
almost a hundred in this [irovince., hospitals," 
-N^un’cii \'an (lia told us. “The other da\ the\ 
ra/.ed a hOOdied liospital to the ground 'The 
planes evt'n chase buffaloes .... At the h«*;rinninf.^ 
vva* us(*<l to think that rockets aiifl bombs w<*r<* 
too costlv wt'apons to waste on tin* destruction 


of individual hamboo-liuts or small wooden 
bridges across streams People useit to sa\ ■ 

■< )nl\ win'll rockets co*,! as little as A don^s will 
the \mericam sI.miI shi'lhn^j huts Act tlu'N 
keejt at H 

1 hen In' came out w ith a jioeni 

I'liitis IS tin- non (uul .s/cc/. 

't ('/ on/ tdfths should hur thru wui. 
ihrirs tor ihr uloni honih': 

') 4't oiu roiud^r sinill w’ui the dnij 

NL;uN<'‘n Tin Phnonj^ who operati's a blast 

furnace has n;ol two iin;.;eis nossinj,: on her left 
hand T.\ eii in tin se m i - d a r k n ess it was visible 
th.il tin* skin on hei hands and face had b«*<‘n 
badiv burnt and we ask'd her how it had 
happened It turio'd out that in the course' of 
one of those nunn'ions bombing attacks a bomb 
h.nl falle n lilt'* hei partie iilar furnace' A fountain 

of niolt* n cast iron had splashed up out of the 

fuinaee'. s<'llin ;4 e\ e'lv I h i n;.: on lire 1 hi Pinion;.’; 
was hanelin^Z slu'lls to tin' no'ii mannina the anti- 
aircraft ^uns at the time 

■ I lu' seddiers told me a f t ei w a rds.' le'inarki'd 
Nan tlia proudlv , “that Phuon^ did not cry out 
at all She's a realls brave ^irl. N On know, we* 
have' a motto here If v ou re se'iiouslv wounde'd 
don't CIV out. if vour wounds are* slight then 
eloiTl (juit \our work, take* the /dace' of those' 
who {j;(» to man the' ^nns.' Put that's a motto 
foi men and she' is only a voun|ji: t^irl!' 

Pinion^ ^'^av e a bashful smile. 

TA e*r\'on(‘ was convine'i’el that she' w enihl elie' 
because the* burns we're' so se'V'ere. lint he*r fath(*r 
pulh'd he'r threni;-ch. lie* kept a constant \ l|.jii and 
for si.\ iimnths did not move from her be'dsiele' 
and tre'ate'd he'r burns with some' he'rbal re*nie'elv. 
I'or the first t w en t v -h v e- davs Pinion^ lav on 
fre'sh banana leave's. 'J in' \ ie*linmie*se' maintain 
banana le'avcs draw off ihe^ lieul .... 



TRAN THI VE FROM THE YOUNG PIONEERS 


Liltlc I rail I hi \ c has a l furlhii^hl f^a/<‘. 

She wrars a scaih'l IhniHM'r lie willi h<*r hhi«* 
anil \\hilc sitipcd hhuisr lirr None is a hij^h, 
ini’ioiliiMis onr and shi* talks fast Shi' inl(‘rriipls 
hrr con \ crsal ion \>ith sndihai nnc\pc<-lc<l pauses 
though, smiles and seems to he wondering; 
whethei- she should j^o on or not 

d hat da\ it was warm ami <lr\. We w «‘re 
sitting on the crass of a small hilloek as we 
talked <ila/uno\ had installed himself there 

I n an proxaiier' 


with a sheet of whatman paptr attached to a 
hoar<l with drawinc pins and was makinc some 
prelimiiiarN sketcln-s for a jiortrait of the small 

I hr stoiN was a lone one and she told it with 
\er\e and plenty of detail. 

It was an I'arly morniiif^ with no wind; tli<‘ 
fXia-eiiN tIiIiic surface of tin' d onkinc (',nlf was 
sparkliiif^ under tin* sun’s i-a\ s. I he last tin\ 
while wisps of mist w(‘re fadiiic from sichl 
and hsh<*rmen*s jnnks w «*rt“ ^lidinjx across tlie 
\>alcr. 1 heir intricate rihlxal sails — dark pre\ . 
orang<‘ or hricht r<*d ma<le lht‘ hay look {Xny and 




frstiv<“. It \Nas tjiiiol aiul you could sense llte 
suH'll of sap coming from the small pine-tre<‘s, 
no hif^lu'r llian a man. 'I'lu‘ pine-trees were just 
lik<‘ the ones in Russia only tin* neialles \\ i'r<‘ 
not at all prickly. Rc\ oiul lh(‘ j>im‘s there was 
luxuriant hamhoo, proiul sh'iuh'r I'oconut palms, 
papa\ as and thi' w'iih' jiah' {^recn h‘aves of 
hanaiia trees, and in tin* shadow of those t ri'es 
lu'stled a liny \’illa^e. 

At the \ ery <‘df^<' of the \ illa^'i* stood the httlc 
hamhoo housi' where Tran I hi \e h\ ed, I he 
hamhoo trees round her house had oid\ rei eiitly 
hecn [ilanted. 1 r-an I'hi \ e had onl\ I'ome to 
ill. it \ illa^i' with her fatlu'r a ft'W \ears aj^o and 
lh(‘ hamhoo which th('\ had plante<| ha<l not 
Net Jia<l time to ^row tall and thick as elsewhere 
in the \ llla{jfe. She had Ih'il from the south with 
lier fatlier and her hrothers to ese.'ipe the Aim'ri- 
( an invadiM’s, afti’r losing her inotlnu’ in an 
\meri<‘in air-raid w Inui her nati\(‘ \ illaj^e had 
heen hurnt to th(* ground. I hrei* of h<T hrotluTs 
were siTviii^ in tin* .\rm\ hut the fourth om* 
had h<>< 'll killed. 

Iirm did Vi' and her father chose this partic- 
ular \lllajj:e heeause tiu'y had relatixc-s liere, 
\ e's aunt and uncle and her little cousin d rinh. 
Her fatluT us<‘d to po out fishing in the ^ulf 
sometimes for as lonfj; as weeks on (*nd. When 
she heard lirinj; out at sea and the whim' of 
air|>lane ♦•nj;ines d’raii d id \ e’s heart stood still 
and she would look anxiousK out to sea waitiii}^ 
for her father's ri-turn. Litth* \ f had to run the' 
house; she planted hanana trees, sjnall coconut 
palms and Imshes of crimson flowers, known 
as Riiddhist Monks, which in the So\'i«t I idon 
are called (ddnesc Hos<*s. 

Iran did \c used to ;;<-t u|) carK, as soon 
as th(' sun started to ^ild the summits of the 
hluc mountains in tlie distance. She would 
tid\ their little l>aiid>oo liouse, lif^hl the stove 


and put sonu' water on to hoil in an iron pot. 
When tlu' water hoiled she would throw in 
a c-oujde of handfuls of ric' which had to do 
for her ;ind little d’rinh for hreakfasi, ilinnei 
and supper, do tlu' rice sht' would aihl fish sauce 
and for dinner there would he one or two 
hanaiias as w ell. 

.\ftcr hicakfast \c used to f.^o to school rarr\ ■ 
ine her hooks tied uj> in a hrie’litK coloured 
kerchief that hei- father h.ad eivcn At school 

sh<‘ used ti‘ listen all ears to what the \oun^ 
teacher told her pupils about distant lands, 
where snow fi'II in the winter .eid where children 
went sleifjihin” In her w r 1 1 1 nf.;-hoo k she used 
to trace' out the wonls “Mama , “friendship’ , 
“\ u'teirN ' with her t hi n -n ihix'd pen. dij’in did 
\e was on*' *»f the hi’st jmi|uIs in the i lass 

\ft*‘r school was over d ri'in I In \c would 
<dtcii hi' plaiitine out rice shoots stamline ankh'- 
<h'*'[> in wati'r, larefiilly stiikin^’^ each shoot into 
tin- w i't sod ( )r sin- us**d to lak*- tlu ir hi^^ 
huffalo with thi' kiini, wistful »'\ es out to fj^ra/*' 
on th*' narrow {Xi’<‘<“u hunds dividing the sipiari's 
«»f th*' ri<'*'-li*'l<ls In fh*' spae*' of a sine-h* \ ea r 
litth' V<* work*'*! 1,000 hours in th*' n ilia}.':*' *•<»- 
*»|>«‘rati\'*' farm. 

< )n*' p*'a* *'ful nmrnin}^ I ran d id \ *' *'limhi‘*l 
up *)!! t*» th*' hack of he r huffalo ami |^a\*' him 
a f^c'iitl*' pat on lh*' n**ck with the* jialm of hc'r 
hand, at which h*‘ s*‘t off at a h'isiirelN pac*' for 
the' hank of the* n*'arh\ canal, ht'iulin^ chtwn 
«'\**ry now and tlic'ii to tak*' a hit*' *»f f^rass 
\ *' walc'h*'*! th*' h*'a\ ii\ hiach'd junks sailin^^ 
*l*>w n ill*' canal, lisl**nin^ I*) lh*' wate r lajipin^ 
against the* side's and lh*' crc'akiiif' of th*' masts 
Suddc'iiK Ami'i'ic-an plane's roar*'*l past lik<* 
sinisic'r hlack birds. I’ciiir **\j)losions r*'nt llu* 
air one* ;ifl«*r the* *ilhe*r and one* of th*' blasts 
kn*K‘k«'<i he r *iff lh*' buffalo’s hack *>n to th*- ^rass. 
Wdu'ii little \ ** j?*it uji sli*' saw' that all that was 



Irfl of tlic i>(“iji;l»l)oiirin^ ho-^pital was a pilo of 
(lust and niiii'' wiljj sinokr cliinhin^^ fn»m tlinii 
up jolo llo' sky. riu' airplaiu‘s k«'pt circlni'T 
round tin' liolds. llio an with thrir liidoou'^ 

ruar. 

.Small fountains of watrr worn splashiii'i; up 
from tile ranal and the rico-rn'Ms. now liiat 
tin* air-crrws liad startod usiny' maclu no’^Mins. 
Al llm far nid of tin* iicr-ln'ld somr (orriln'<l 
little eliildien vnIu» liad lieen ^na/m^ ludfaloes 
were lunidk'd tojjetlier' in a frij^htened Imneli 
and tlnue weie no ^M'ow n-ups jn sijjlit 'Ir;in 
Nil \ <■ ran aiross tlie Helds paNini.' in* In'rd 
tn tlie water lliat was Iniii}^ tlirown up 1*\ tin- 
nunliine-oou lire to the ri^lit and left of her. 
her ni'i'k hum lied inti* lier sliouldeis All she 
saw hofoie hei w a-^ the elusloi of small ehildn'ii 
and hei (tiilv thou^dil was to reach them as soon 
as slie e(»uhi It was > ita! that she should in*l 
s|i|t oi fall o\er When she rea<he<i tln'in she 
juekei! up the smallest of all m in'i arms and 
lan with them to the nean-st tri'iieh J lie\ had 
onl\ jiist taken co\ei’ v\ hen a lerrihh' e.xplosion 
was heard on the \ er\ spot wln'ie tln'\ ha<l been 
staudin*^ Shell-splinters v>histled throufrh the 
ail and lumps of earth and ]ueees of the wrecked 
house were thrown into the Ireinh 

W hen I r.'in 1 in \ e ( ame to altei tin- e.xplosnm. 
the air was full (d tlilck snndve w hicli made it 
hard to breathe Ki^dit ni’\t to hei <'re In in^ 
the otlu'i children amon}.rsl the debris and then- 
was no one elst' hut lier to help them l irsi of 
all I ran I In \ <' stru^'f^led out of the trencli from 
anndsl the hnrinn*^ ruins Sin was m pain ainl 
her arms and lef.:s w (*re hh'edin*.:. hut there was 
no time t*t bandage tln-ni for the othei small 
children w er»' still huruMl under tin* w rei'ka^e 
Tri'in rin \e started to ch'ar awa\ the sinoui- 
d('rii 4 r hamhoo and pull the Iiricks ami w oo<l 
out of the trench. She worked as fast a* she 


could, not s}>ariu|^ an ounce of ln*r stren^^tli 
J'irst sh(‘ reached little Ildi who was uin'oiiscious ; 
she lifted him out into the fresh air and he 
opeiK'd ills eyes and smiled on sia'in^^ \ e 
'I hen slie went on runiuia{i:ui^ through into the 
w reckafjn* and one liy oin* she jnilled out all 
li\e of the chihlren. Jdtth- I rinh h.'id had his 
h';.^ shot llirouj^h 

“I was so sorr\ for Trinh.' \e told iis with 
a si;,di. "later he liad to lia\e his h'y'^ off in tlie 
hospital 

When tlie planes Hew away al last the children 
noticed that the huffaloes had all been killed. 

I hal e\enine maiiN ^’^row n-u|)s nalherc'd al 
I ran riii \ e s house I he fzirl pri'pared fra;jrant 
(-hiiiosc t(‘a and i>rou;zht out the best china that 
wasdrcorated with hii^ht I \ -i olou red ch.iracte "s. 
The\ all sat down to siji shiwK at the li'a ,'ind 
talk about the rn <-sonn in;^^ and to praisi* the 
little ^url for the comjteti'nl won in wliicii sjic 
kept house and workeil on the farm J In* chair- 
man of the co-op('rati\ e, an old ;.rr‘e\ -haired man. 
stroke*! Iran I In \ s hail when the N'isilors 
took llu'ii h‘a\<', and said t** lu'i . 

‘W *m an' a dau}.ditei who does her father 
('n‘dit. litlU' jiii'l Do not worr\ about tin' 
Iniffahi Tin* «'o-op*‘rati\ e will soc lo it that \ on 
iia\ V aimt In'i on* 

It was a lonjj tinu' hef(*re hllh' \e wi'iil to 
sh'**{t that ni^dit Sin' Nxas unable to f(*r*^e| tlie 
ilreadful whin*' of tin' jilam-s * in *'r}iead, and sin* 
was als*> proud to think that the ^rown-u])s had 
come t<» drink t*'a al her housr, hi'caiisi' (‘N cryone 
knew that when ^rown-ups com*' to lall on 
a little ^drl and drink lea at In'r table and talk 
about sorious matl«'rs with In'r, that is a si^n 
of tlu'ir di'Cj) respi'it. 

A Inin 1 hi \e with a (lin'd 
ou.s 




PILGRIMAGE TO THE HAM r6NG BRIDGE 


I IihI it ft (Mih h III vvf wt^iit 1(1 \isit | 1 h“ I n-W'> 

iii.iiiiiini' ( Im‘ ;i III i-M 1 1 ( I'lifl i^'^iMis ill till- liiiin Hoiiu 
l)iHl;Tf \\ Imm t-x tr vxf li.ul ^oiit' tliinii;^ i*m \lxil 
III \n'tii;iin ex n V"i"‘ im-iil n nu'tl llif d*-- 

ffink'i'' of llii^ l< ;.'('inl;ii X I»im 1 ;.m‘ .!•' .iii t v.iiiiplt' 

of tour, ({.re iiiiil forhliidc ll.iin Koiit^ iihmiis 
ilmuolis Irrlli. .iMil llltlffd tins Itlidiii- li.iv 

(irovftl ;i xritl.ildt' di;i|.'oii lor do/t-ii'- of Viiirn 
< ;iii IMi.mloiiis :iiid ^kx li.ixx ks llmt li.ixf I>*M‘ii 


liroiif^lil tioxx n iii llic ;irc:i. Stmj^s iiiid jiocms 
liiixf lirrii (‘oni|>os(‘d in lioiioiir of lliis liridj^c 
Hiid it lias [>rox idl'd llic suhji'cl of ni.iiiy piiiiit- 

Wo lofl oiir xcliiclos III till' sli.idr of ])iin;tiia 
Irci's III llio \ ilk'io«- of ,\;iin N^miii. wIh’IHt xx !■ 
j) n M •■••di'd oil fool ;don|^ a iiarroxx diil load 
liordrrrd l>\ I'lidloss lii'Ids of sxx I'cl pot.'iloos 
iiiid I ;iss;i\ ;i riio vun'oiiiidin>; coind r\ side con- 


I ? irr- (loliK 





sistcd (if .'I w j(lc-(»j)(*M pl.iin, ;iparl from some 
st(*(‘p lulls on tin* \ (‘r\ liori/.on. 1 le(vy < lou(ls 
hnj'cd v\ilh ^old lloalcd oxcrlicad. I lu’ia' is a 
\ i(‘t nanu'sc saNin^ wlucli runs: “(loId('n tloiuls 
luin^ liol wcallu'r and wliih' oiu's luin^ rain." 
It was at tin* fool of lliosi' dislanl mountains 
that v\ (' llnallv icaclu'd llic l»rid':('. WC walked 
o\ (‘r to one of tlie a ii I i-ai rera f I lialleries and 
the fii'st llun;j: that struck me was iht' complete 
lack of co\ er That {lartKtjhu positmn 

was ('iitiia'lN exposed, in an ojien held pock- 
maiked with Ik un ii t ralei s Ihcie was iml a 
sin;^le hush m hollow in si^dit, and oxaahead 
nothin;j hut endless (‘\pans(>s of open sk\ which 
at an\ inoinenl ini;j^ht Ik fdle<I with the roar of 
jet ( n^ines and the hla« k smoke of explodiUK 
hoinhs ilow<'\ei on takin;^ a < loscf l.a.k 1 ic'al- 
ised fof the uniph'entli lime how deeeptixe lirst 
impressions can lu' 

\\ (' w iM'c introduced to soim* of th(‘ men 
manning the •^uns — \u liau 1 u. llu' com|>anN 
coinmaiuh’i , .Nou\('m Ihn 1 huiK, the conijiaiiN 
commissar, I i uon^ (hiano \inh, second-in- 
coinmand. and the I W 't Si'cretaix wlio it 
Inrinal out was onl\ seventeen , a voluntt'Or h\ 
the name of .Nj^oe '! huono. j'hev w (ua* 

all full of smiles and \ei\ simhurnt. in incred- 
ihl\ faded uniforms. It eimiKcd that we w (‘re 

not tlieir onl\ visitors; people from a nearliN 
village had hrimj.:lit tin' men soine dinner, for 
th(' soldiers thems('lvcs w eia' unalih* to leave 

tin ‘ir positions. 

Several old woimm were sitlin^z on the lireast- 
woik near the hatterv diewin;.: stolidiv' ,'iway at 
hetel and fheia* was a dei rejut old man with a 
wisps heard iheia* loo. lie turned to us and 

said something juiinting in the direction of the 
fndd. 

L(' Ihanh translated for ns: “lie saitl that 
llie held is a sack fi'r homhs and llial there 


is no eounlinp: tlie numlx'r of times it has heen 
jilonghed up hy lliem. Ilu' officers noddl'd in 
agreement, “d he [leasants no longi'r touch that 
field, liecause it’s full of nothing hut metal 
I'hi'y ar(; waiting for peai a -time. 

'riie majoritx of tlu' soldieis inanning that 
hatlery were voluni (m'i s, sonu' of whom had 
heen serving in the infantrv Ixfore (oming to 
I lam lli'uig. Lif(' for these men followed a strict 
time-lahle and jiart of (‘adi da\ was devoted 
to studii's. 

“.\s for jiractical training, we hav (> plenty of 
it," conim(‘nl(‘d tlie commiss.ii with a laugh. 

riu* men were m a v erv huoyant mood that 
d.iv for their fellow villagers had hroughl tluan 
good lu'ws: their particular co-operative had 
won a }ui/(' for one of the higgest rice harvests 
■‘(’.rowing lice is a far from simph‘ task," the 
commaiuh'r exjilained to ns. “Not at all simple 
in fact. Tin riglit, aren t 1.'" lu' asked turning 
to till' X oim:: jii'asanls for corroiHU ation. 'I'heN 
noddl'd hat'k at him and lu' vviiit on; "Uice is 
a ti'ieky eustomer’ don liave to plougii deep 
and You’ve [irohahlv si en whal vv (' have to do 
our- ploughing with woodi-n ploughs drawn 
h\ hulfahx's. .Skv iit traitors are first (lass hut 
we havim t got llu-m (vervwlu'ri' IIk’ii rice 
needs a lot of vvati-r and that s often in short 
supply. Planting it out is no (-asv joh either, 
hending down km-e-deip in water all the time 
If vou ti'ansplant tin- shoots spaiing them out 
properlv lh(‘n you 11 have a good hai'vcst, hut if 
V (HI plant them too near logi tlu'r there won't he 
anytiiing to eat at tlu' end of it all .So that’s it ! ” 
He turned to us with a knowing smile ami 
everyone laughed ( >nl\ tlie old women went 
on glumlv chewing tlu'ir hetil spilling out the 
hlood-red juice on the dry, eracki'd earth. 

lirowing ric(' is indeed a far friun easy 
undertaking. One can drive for miles past 



ciulloss rice-fickls divided into hirire 
by grass-c’overed bunds ; lin^ green sbnuls j 
'<tieb out of tbe water and ev(’rywbere \ou 
tin* figures of women in ])oint(‘d straw ii 
bi'iiding almost double as tlnyv go about 
w oriv. Some of them ha\'e babies sli apped 
their backs and others c arbine's o\ c‘r tli 
sbouldc'i’s. Some of the wohm'm work band- 
foo1-clri\en dc'\ic'c‘s that clri\c' the water ab 
from onc‘ clitc'b to ibe- next 

“Is licc' planlc'd in tbc' Sosiet I nion *' asf 
one of tlie girls standing m'aib\. Aflc'i tl 
((dlovvod a w bob- dc'luge of cpioslions ' \\ I 
IS iirnnan Titov doing at the' inoinoni * " Til 
IS tin' l*resid('nl of lbc‘ Sovic‘l-^ ielnames(' I ric'i 
ship Soeic'lv and bas visited lbc‘ cocintrv ' 
iborc' a lot of pc'Ofde living in Moscow ’ ' “1 
MS about tbc’ life of the* Komsomol, pb'asc'." 

■'l>o tell us ;d>oul your wintcu.' was tbc' in 
recpiest from tin* girl who liad asked about ri 
“I would love to sc*e snow and ride on a sled 
I have scM'ii it in ibc' einema!’ she add 
throwing a giiiltN glanec' in tin* dircation 
the battc'i'v eommandc'r. 

1 bell one of tbe old women said sonietln 
in a lonc'lc’ss voice' lA'eryonc' fell silent wli 
-In' started to speak Tbe old wcunan lixc-d I 
ga/e on me and I notiec'd that lier face- was 
dark and wrinkled like a ]>ic'c-c‘ of old parebine 
Ibanb told nic' that sin* wanted to know 
jM'ople in tin' .S(»\ iet I riion knew what war w 
rile ('oijiniancler explained in a low v on e il 
tbe \ear before she bad lost Ini' son, alsn 
soldier III an anti-airerafi ballc'rv. in tbe ligbti 
not far fiom ibis particular arc-a. and that I 
bou-c' bad been burnt down. 


I bis old man lias lost his s 




I \v;is (•()tis<'i(>us of tlic ‘sioi, 
of llir old \\oin:iii. llo\\ I'oiild I ^lorl lo aiiswor 
that (] o<-st i<»ii I told lo'i- ;d)«>ot Loiiiii;:ra<l. ;il)oiil 
till* lnio;^('r, tlo' airraids uj> to tliirix Imirs 
a da\ , llu‘ arldlor\ hoiiihardnionts, ilio rol<l and 
lln‘ sno\^ dial sill' liad iirxor simoi, iIh* l‘iska- 
r<‘\ sk\ (!(‘mot<‘i\ w lo'ic o\ or lilMt tlioiisarid of 
tiio ('il\ s |)<Mi|d(' ]a\ iiiiro-d and ;d>oiit tin' man 
wlio died of Imiijzri' 1)\ oiir {;at<‘\\a\ and whom 
no one had the strrni^th to take a\\a\ ami hni'N 
for- a whole winter. I he people rtiund ahoiit me 
listened hohlin;.j their hrealh in awe ami do- 
old woman ;/a \ e an understanding'^ nod 

We s|a\ed with the hattei\ till late that 
afti-rnoon, l-rom lino- to time some of the men 
woiihi on dnl\ amt otfiers wouhi < 0110 ' hack 
for a rest .Some of the soldiers started telliiij.^ 
me ahoiit their unit 

Ihis partieular l»att<r\ had heeii defending 
tlie I lam Ih'ui;.' hiid;^!' e\ er smci- I dd.") Ilien' 
was no end to the nmiiher of aii attacks the\ 
had heatni hack dlu-irs had not lieen an eas\ 
lot - a partii ularly tense period had been .l!uuiar\ 



l!Mh .and ‘idlli in Idh?. On llie mornirifj of the 
lirst dav the ships of tlie 7th I'leel had started 
homl>ai<liit^r the area: .after that jilanes had 
appe.'ired, first reeonn.-iissance .ain raft and then 
.\2 homher .att.'ieks h.ad followed. Some of tlo- 
plam-s had riiadi* for the liridoc- .ami otliers for 
the liriiif^ jiositioiis. I hi' ])l;ines h.'ul come o\ er 
III four wa\es, ;ind dropped homhs llial e.\- 
ploded seceral feet aho\e the ei(»uii{l 1 hey 
appeari-d from the side of the sun. Some of 
tin- homhs fell ri^ht on to the jiositions. In two 
da\s the Americ.'in jilanes c.arried out some 
iUHt sorties. 

‘■<)iir h.allery .‘done hroii;.dit down tliria- 
|>l;iiies/' the eommander told ns and ^mt up to 
point to tin- pl.'iei's where iIicn liad conn- <low n 
We (-oiild sec- enormous i-ralers full of ^reen 
water. One of them was oiiK ei<;ht hundred feet 
from the halter\'s lirine position. 

“W(- look ;i imijor .-ind a lieulenant-c'olonel 
prisoner,*’ added the sipiadron's sei-ond-in- 
comniand. 

At that one of the \oun(;('r men cliipped in 
witli: “I’he Amerii-ans all carry little ll.ip^s with 
l.ahels that sav in .a iinmher of lan|_oia^o-s : 
‘Please do not kill. Hrinf^ me to .a s.'ife place .and 
feed me. Our /.i^ov eminent will reji.iN you for 
this.’ ’’ 

“You should have seen the w.'iy they started 
throwing' out iiarachute flares ih.at da\ in their 
panii-!*' laughed the (-ommander. “I'he sun was 
shining directK o\ (ahead and they started using 
p;irachute Hares!*’ 

After that the (-ommamh'r said something to 
one of tin- young soldiers who ran off and tlien 
c.'une hack a few minutes later carrying .-in un- 
<'\j*loded jiaracluite flare that had heen sal\-.‘iged 


“Ho yon know wlial war is?" wo wore asked 
hy an old woman at Ham Ri'mg bridge 








Wt' coiilimKMl our jouru('\’ ;tlon^ the roast 
road willi tlic sra to tlir h fl of us aiul tlir rail- 
wax to tlio ri”lil. 1 ^ ('pa 1 r-\\ ork was ^oiii^ on 
aloii^ almost llir w holo of | 1 h‘ slrol»-h of ladwax 
w liicli w'(‘ dro\<‘ past that m;^[il. In tlu' darkiioss 
wo ooukl just pick out workors ami soldiers 
• ar'rxino rails o\ oi' lluar sluuiMc'is ami pvislim<.> 
w luM'l ha i'ro\\ s fidl <»f stones and s;tnd. We eoidd 
li<>ar muflh'd <'ri('s ami tiu' 1111*4 of luetal linn 
1 ]iieked up another uoisi* that stood out fiom 
tin' rest, tin' erimeh of im'tal on saml mi\e<l with 
llu* melallie elau^iu{4 of rads. The somnl ^rri'W 
iH'arei’ and m'ar<'r and then a elaukin;4 monsiei 
swept past us. W <' took a ( hrser looiv and s.-iw 
two lorrii's lived on to platforms pullm*4 aloii;/ 
siweral floods trneks We weie to learn that 
heiause of tin* freipient shellinj 4 and air-iaiils 
it had heen decided not to risk losing <udmarx 
i‘n<4im's whieli nuuh* pail ieularl \ eas\ taij.'ei*- 
for rockets hut to use loirii's instead It meant 
rail Iraflie was slower hut it cut down iisks 
and whole s(rin^''s <d llnmi «-oul<l In* s<'| nno me 
(me after tin' other. 

Soon after that we l(»ok a left fork in tin* 
dircelion of the enlf and slai'ted di-isine ihroueh 
<pnl«‘ deserted l('rritorN. As we dio\e ihrouf^h 
wooded swamjis the road heeame <pnle un- 
imaf^iuahle. It was ama/ine that the sehiele did 
not fall apart. We sal then* as if stunne<l, in a 
kind of traiKM', our steel helmets lianenie iw er\ 
now and then a*j:ainsi tin* metal corners of the 
ear. .Sinhhmly somethine vxhisihai past iis. once 
and then a s(*cond lime, and we heard a ( hek 
I he ears stop[n‘d and tin' dii\<‘r of the second 
one, eursinf4 for all Jie was x\'orth, opimed up 
lh(' honnet to inx'esli;4ale Ids (m^ine. 

“Tlu'v- started sfiootin^ and a strav hiilh't 
hit tin* ear,” ke riianli explained. 

I hat w.'is all w'(' mana<4e(l to j^et out of him. 


lie just shru'r^c'd Ins shouhh'rs and n'jn att d : 
“Slra\ ImlhM.' 

riu' dri\<'i‘ was unahle to repaii the en;j:ine 
and w. liked off into the dai knesv. \\ e heaid 
him *41 \e a whistle .is he went whnii reminded 
iis .f the whistles used h\ .Soxiet mdihameii. 
S<»on alter he letiirmal m a ear with some 
\onn ;4 turn in m 1 1 1 1 ;i r \ - 1 \ pe uniform IlieN 
liddled .iromid with the en;4ine lor ahout ten 
minutes .ind .after se\ eral lils and starts p si.arled 
up ,ij4.im .\s we dro\e on we were slttpped h\ 
sexer.al patrols |{v tins (inn we were drixiii^*^ 
thioii^li thick juni.d(' The drivr'r switched on 
the headli<4hls. with the help of which he was 
.ihh‘ to pnlv out .1 narrow path throut.di tin' liaa-s. 

I hen we m.'ule our wax across swampx sod 
spta i.dix roxeiaal with hr.aiiches and linallx' 
jiround to a halt afl<‘r ; 4 ellm |4 c.iU} 4 hl on a tree- 
sinnip I hank heaxens we liad rearlied our 
dr's t i na 1 1 * >n hx this point! The chaps who had 
rep. tired tin' dania)j,e<l ('ni.’im‘ led tin' w . 1 x lor 
IIS ;don;4 a sni.dl path which want uphill. Iliere 
we (aim' to .1 iar}4(' shed-hki' hiiildiuj; \\ In'l'i' 

soiiK' peoph' wt'K' sillin<4 diiMkin *4 t('a hx the 
hvht of a sni.dl w lek-lamp. Oin (' a<4.nn we ( .iu;4ht 
tin- s«('nl of ( hini'si' lea* lix this lime it xn as 
foiir-lhiitx xxhieh im'ant that it liad taki'ii ns six 
and a half houis to drixa* forlx-lixi' miles. Ihat 
was how we ('inled up rputi' Irx (hanci' at tin' 
(piarli'i's of the JKith Shoik ( must met ion (!oui- 
pan X'. 

riiat nip:hl we sh'pl in an underground hunki'r, 
which had ihrer' (.vils that all h'd out into 
trenches. 1 he wooden props which kept lln- 
c<‘din<4 up vxere w rapjn'd round with riei'-straw 
and all I her*' was on the t rr'sl h'-lx'ds w (re str.aw 
mats ami tiny pillows the si/,*' of a tea-cosxv 
Soimwhere in the distance' could he* lieai'd 
hollow hooinin^ soumls that could h.axc hern 



cillKM* ('X[»l()si<)iis or tliiiiidcr. I’liorc was a faint 
nisllo of falliiif' sand. 

Tin* iH'xl inorninj;^ w o w ori' introdncod to tin* 
ooinin.indor of tin* liKilli (!om|)any, a \nnn|^^ man 
1>N llic nanio of .\^n\on Dinli i lioi and Ins 
socondnn-ooinmand, tlio pli'asanl lamndfatod 
I loanj^ I 111 ( no. After liio inirodnolions w ore o\ or 
riioi inokod an oxen isoliook under his arm ami 
took us up al)o\ (‘{.rround to sur\o\ tin* oompanv s 
onoampmont. 

It was an overcast niornin{j: and there was 
a jj^ood <h‘al of low (loud, (lutsnh' we could see 
wooded hills and a small villagi* consisting of 
ahoul (‘iji^ht to ten houses, that looked \ ('r\' 
ordinary. 
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At tin present lime \ir;iinlands an* In'in^ 
opened up and cultivated hx \ ounj; pi'oph* in 
man\ parts of the eountrv. 


.Near the houst's w (* could see ^r’ov t's of xoiinp 
hanaiia trees and tilled plots of land, llieie was 
a lais::e iiumher of childien running ahoul. They 
were all ver\ yuin^^ and sorin' of them (jnit<* 
liny, with hari* fi'i't and hare hotloms. Sonn' of 
the small ^;iils of ahoul livi* or six were carrxinj; 
Nouiif^i'f hrothers and sistt'rs on their hacks 
d In'v all sec'iiicd irrepressihl y jollx . 

.\;j:ux(Mi Dinh llioi told us ahoul ihe life of 
his company. Its main task was to huild roads 
lhrou;;h the junjj:le It nundn'red 1(>2 in all and 
S‘2 w ('It' women. Most of lln'in were just out 
of lloari;;*hoa schools. 

Win'll I asked what prohlems they came up 


aj^ainst, Thoi answered w ith a wry smile, sayin^^ 
that at the h('{>inninj; then' had been nothinj.; 
hut pr(d>lenis. I In'v had had hardlv anx iniild- 
iii/jj implements and no expi'rit'rice which meant 
that their jirodiicti v it x h'va'l was less than lialf 
the usual norm. 

Hut later ihex slaiit'd to sludx construction 
l<'<hni<|ues and knock toj^elln'r slmjih' sjnades 
and w he('lhar'row s. din* sjiath's were made of 
wood and tin'x fashioned tin* whet'l harrow whi'cls 
out of thick lo^^s. J ilt' lii st const met ion projt'cl 
had hceti a road to tin* w t'sl of I hanh-hoa. 
After that ihex had d('e|)ern'(l the in'arhy river 
ail'd hiiill darns and a canal, dlit' constant work 
in vvalt'f had hroiif^ht many of them down with 
slcknt'ss. 

“ I hat was when our lirsl rationalisation jiro- 
posals appt'ar'ed. Idiot I'ecalh'd. "NA'ct'ssily is 
the molln'r of itiv ('iilioii. We huilt a nndiile 
hanihoo ht‘idf., 0 ' to work from. It looked most 
weird, a com j>li( alt'd contraption unlikt* any- 
thin;: yon'v (' ever s('('n. 

“lint we got rid of sickm'ss and work prog- 
r('s«.(*d ihrt't' tinu's as fast as iiefort*. .At the 
momt'iil w (' vv htiilditig another road, through 
hills cox ('It'd with th'iist' jungh'. Tire Amt'ricans 
got tin' wind up and started making rt'gular 
nights to tilt' area, l irst came iht' rt'con naissanct' 
plant's and then the homht'rs, which meant that 
w (' had to dig trcnclu's at iht' sanit' time as w e 
ni;idt' lilt' load. 

“Wt' hav t' a mol to," ht' wt'nl on, "whert'vt'r 
iht'rt' art' pt'ople, tht're must ht' Irt'iiclu's,” 

.\n hour t'vt'rx dax and a whole day once 
a month tlit* company devott'd to military 
training, dht' xoung lads and girls It'arnt to 


iXguyeii Dinh I hoi, the eonij^any coininander 







shoot and liad rof^iilar lai'{^ I praclico. A Inindrod 
inomhors of llu' 1()2-stroi |z roiimany are (-om- 
halanl nioinhors of llu* Pr )j)l«’’s V<)liiMl<M*r P(»r;)s 
and arc (‘(juippcd willi «^ii iis. 

“W})o sees lo >'our fo( tl siipj)lies?” I .asked 
riioi. 

“I'he slate sii[)plies ns with rice and llu‘ rest 
we pro\ide ourselves. We k<'ej) chick«'ns and 
pifj^s and prow a lot of \ (‘pelahles. W'l' ha\'e six 
cooks who eater for us \'('ry well." 

'riiere was rice for hreakfast, rice for dinner 
and 1 ‘iee for supjier, hut ne\’i“rlheless the cook'^ 
had tlieir hands full to make sur<‘ ('\«'r\on<' ^%as 


f«‘d properly. .Mlhouph the disluvs were all much 
Ilf a miu'hness there was always a pri at deal l( 
pr<*p.are for the larpe numhcrs. 

“Our da>.s just (l\ h\ , hcfori* \ ou < an sa> 
knife," 'I'hi (luc assutaal me. She \^ as in <harpe 
of all tin* comi)an\'’s tlonu'stic affairs and n'spoii- 
sihle for food supplies as well. 

(ila/uno\ sta\<“d hehind in the \illape lo do 
some sketchinp and 1 went off \Mlh Ihoi to 
see how tin- ro.'ul as heinp hiiilt. W e w«-nt <low n 
a iiarniw path past the houses and allotments 
and tlum plunpe<l into thick pro\es of Irta's. 
Tin' prass-eovercd e.arlli was soft and spi-inp\ 




lUuliM'foot, iijul :in(l thcrf' I < scr ])a!('hr^ 
of walfM'. ()n lh(‘ way I lioi l(»I(l iim' alxmt tin* 
work llir yoiin;^ jx'oplr wnr doijiij; and (]iiol<‘d 
soon* oiilpiil li^uros. MOW and llirn kr 

|o(dv out Ills thick cNfMc isc l>o(dv and la'ad out 
whole (d their |iled;ies I hoi W a'^ in a 

fade<i, '^hahhs held jacket and ^andaK made out 
of |)0 ( ( s Ilf (.11 t \ r e. 

\\h e n w t • ( a I n e to a pail o f tin- path w Inch 
led uphill I heard a sh.mye nois(> which souiulr'd 
lik(‘ a ^ommI hundied landrails ^liikinu' U|» tlnar 
evening.' ehonis over tin' swamp 1 1 h‘ <01111(1 

^rew louder and louder as we m.tde our wa\ 
up a laipo' lull When w (' reached the to]> I hoi 
lotnhed m\ shoulder and pointed to the m'\t 
hill where an t'lidh'ss chain of \t»un;i: men and 
^orls w (U'c pushiny^ woodc'ii w heel h<(rrow s 'riK'ia^ 
were' two scjiaratc' Ides mo\in^ in opposite' 
directions- tin' w he<'li>arro\\ s that w ('I'c' Ixdne 
piishi'd in the dii'i'elion of the new i((ad were 
pih'd lupdi \vilh situies .ind those that w('re 
(iiiiiinp ujdiill ayain we re' empiv W (' wali\('d 
up to tin' Noun:.' workers and 1 noticed that the 
w in'clhairow s w c'l'i of tin- \ er\ simplesl \ariet\: 
lhe\ had two wcxxlc'U handles, a eross-piec'c 
and ,1 lar^e Wooden \n hec'l sawn out of a solid 
Ihoek of wood It had heen the' sfjuc'aks from 
tliosc wheels that had made m\ 'landrails' 
ehoi Us' ' I to(d\ a turn at jmshin;^ one of the' 
loadi'd w heeiharrow s onU to lind it n'cpnrc'cl 
eoiisiderahle elforl and that it was difllcult to 
keep haianeed 

Mon^r the rctad ilsdf there were' do/c'ns of 
yirls wiukint' with hoes 1 he\ were' wi'arine 
hlac'lv kerchiefs on their he'ads and on to]) of 
thc'se laiuc' poiute'd straw hats Soiue'wherc' out 
m front ('\plosions (oidd Ix' heard, wlie're the' 
I'oad was he'iuiJi: had lhrou:j;h the mountains. 

I he' ;.;iils eluste'i'e'd iiuiud us asking epu'stion.s 
ahout the Sonk'I I uion; dc'spite the' hea\ \ wtuk 


they were eloiufi they all seemed ehee'iful and 
full of ener^N . 

riieei told them that a special eemeert would 
he laid on for their Son i(*t fric'iids that eNenin^ 
and the' news deli^hlc'd llie'in. 

"So that s how we huild our ro.eds \(»u sex*, 

I hoi commented. "I )ur motto is- ‘WOrk hard, 
fast, <M-on<»mi( ally and we'll’' and as I am sure 
you can see that s no eas\ task ( )ur woikiii”^ 
day is usuall\ I'lyht hours hut when air-raids 
are ”oin<^ on we jiis| work on until all tin 
damage' has ix'cn rej>aire'd 

After that he' shoNNc-d me the elu^^-out nnIu'CC 
those' who would he woikin^r the' niyhl shift 
were' haNin^;; h'ssons d lie* ]>upds were' silting on 
the j^round and jud|j:in<j: h\ the eonec iitiic e ire-h's 
on the' make'-shifl hlackhoard it was a ^o'oim'lry 
lesson the'N w e're' ha\ ine 

‘'lfa\e' 1 jjixe'n \ou some ide a erf the' prohlenis 
w (' (-neounfer in euir work .’” asked I hoi. All 1 
could manatzc' h\ wax of a response to that 
(|ue'stion after all I had sc'i'ii was a humhle inxl 
d’hoi we'iit on to e\i>l.dn that seune c'i;.; h I ee'n 
months hefore' a h»t of attention had had to he 
de\oted let re'-e-d neat ional N\ork d he n oun;^ 
pe'ople' woikiny m (he' ecunpaiiN had ('eune' fietm 
all seuts of home's, 

lhal eNenin<if a cone-eil was jjflNe-n hx- the' 
me'inhe'rs of the compaiiN in the-ii e luh house'. 
Ihe walls of |1 >(' laree- sjiaeious hut w e'l e- Imny 
with posle-rs the hmye-si of ihc-in all was piniX'd 
up etxe'r the sfaye and r-t ad ■ " I h.e rdi hoa will 
win ihi-ounh'' ( )n one- of ihc olheu- povU>t-^ lhe*ie 
was an alye'hra formula anel flays hiiny elowii 
from the ee'diny Pie'ces of juarachute' silk had 
lioen sown tetye'ther let make' a curtain. (Thoi 

lloano ddii (.ue‘. eh'piily ce mmiander 
of I lie ‘J I 'll!! ( eimpanx' 






jiroiiflly annoiinretl thal il rainc' from a captiirt'<l 
Arnorican plane.) 

The compaiiN’ marelietl lo the <-lul>-honst‘ in 
an orderly lile, and I'N oryone sal <lo\\ ii on llie 
Hot)!’, AJany of the j)eo])le from llm jjearl)\' 
villages had brought along their iliihlren. lo 
open the proceedings everyt>ne prt'Nimt, l>oth 
performt^rs and amlii'nee, sang the ‘’Mareh of 
the ShoeJt (lonst met ion 1 )eta< hmenls”, whieli 
was a v'er\" jjOj)idar song. It had been written 
l)y l>o Duan, n well-known soldier-c‘omp<>sei‘ 
who hatl laktm part in the struggle .'ig.ainst the 
l^iHUieh. 'J'his w’t«s followt'd 1)\ a miniature j)la>lel 
[)t!rformed by a v oulig hul and girl (wdio inei- 
denlall>' wt're also the authors) about the wav 
the t'unstruetion tb^taelinumt hatl first movtal 
stones by hand and then learnt to make wlu*<'l- 
barrow's. 'The m’x^ dr.amatie interlude was a jday 
about a x^^^ir of lov in s w ho renouttee })ersonal 
ha{)piness and j>rosj)erity so as to be able to 
take i)art in the eoinrnon struggle. It closed 
w ith the fiamet: sav ing tr> her future husbaml : 
“Tlie time for our w<‘dding has not v «•! come. 
\\'(* must jml it off till v ielorv -dav . ' 

While w f wt’ie sitting in that club-house 
listening lo the <'oneerl performed b>’ those 
enterf)rising eonstriu'l ion workers, I tlnmght back 
to the theatre we had gone t<» in liauoi. llere 
once more the whole })rograinnu“ was <lev<>t(‘d lo 
the j)eople's struggle. 

'riH)i told us that many of the bo\ s and girls 
in his eoinjuinv' had taken a vow that thev wouhl 
n<»t marrv' until tin' war was over. 

Later th;it ev<*nijig w c all sang the Jlussian 
song ‘'Katv'usha ' ami IK a and 1 pr<'s<*nted the 
t'ompany im'ndxM-s wall) btjxes of t'.xer<is<*-bt>oks 
and sc'hool e<juipmenl that we }»a<l brotighl with 
us. We in our turn were j)resented with souve- 
nirs, simall rings made of metal tJik<*n frf>ni 
emany j»lanes, ami w hieli bf»re the miiidx'r ‘21 

At the <*nd of the concert we bade the 
comx)any farewell and set off once more on our 
w'ay. 



LET SONGS DROWN THE DIN OF BOMBS 


Kill Will Win ihnni^h !' — n slnj^an al tin' rnlranc(‘ 
h> lli(‘ itiiin-d (‘apilal nf .\}:ran pi-ovifna^ 



I'hal we slept in the ]>ro\in(‘e of i\Vean, 

\v liicli holders on L;h»s, in n small x illajj^e not 
far fi'om the j>ro\ineial centre \ inli. The next 
mornln;^ W(> had a <‘onple of spare horns to 
onrseKes so I dcaichal to wander around to 
ha\ (‘ a look at the surround i njj: eouni r\ sidt . 

1 he village had no street. The small housj*x 
and sIumIs were sealt('re<l hi^^le<K -])i””led\ 
anion^ the hanana and papa\a trees, the eoeonni 
palms, and there w as hamhoo (‘vor\ w lune ’! here 
were tJie hahilual S(piare patteins of riee-llelds 
stretching fai awav into the distance ami pine- 
t re<'s with loii” soft JU'edles bordered tin* near‘h\ 
<anal 

1‘roni time to time hoals co\ ered with rush 
mattinjj^ skimmed <low n tin* canal. < )n the 
opfKisile hank sat two small hoN s lishin^ and 
a small ^irl Mas washin}.> her huffalo, that was 
crouched in the watei’ immohih', nmiinisient 
of a statue. 

Ilya and I ^\ ei e l>in^ stri'tdied out on tlu‘ 
(anal emhankmenf It was (piiet all around and 
altlmiip:h the sun was linhh'n h\ clouds there 
was a heat-ha/e. If it had not heim for th<‘ 
distant rumhlin^ and tin* ])istol tmked into 
1 hanh's helt it would have he<*n (‘as\ to for{.ret 
the war complele|\\ ( )i* so it seemed at hist 
glance; hut there were tin* c> ( lists with carhines 
slung over their shoulders and somewhat furllu'r 
off a numher of craters in the middle of the 
fields of hright gre(‘n rice shoots 

1 he hous(’ w hen* w i* had spent the night was 
an atlracti\e stone one with a small liim*r pa\(*d 
(ourtNard. d’ln* walls were decorated with has- 
reliefs depicting hors(*s fin \'i(*tnam tin* horse 
IS a symhol of ermlilion and prosperll\'. ( )n 
the roof tln*r(' were two stone lions with liiiman 
faces hearing expressions of arrogant eon!<*mpt. 
Ihe house had once helonged to a rich man 
from those pa/ts hut was now us<'d to house 


a liot(*l evacuated there from the town of Vinh. 

\N 4* ate our dinm*r in tin* inner courtv .ard 
in tin* com])an\ of .Nguvi'n llin. the (‘ditor of 
the provincial newspap(*r, and I’n'ii I ai from 
Ih (* local I \\ ^’ committee i\gu\4'*n gava* us a 
detaih*d account of tin* situation in that parti('- 
nlar jirovince. I here* w (*r( a great d(*al of 
farming pia.hhins to he solved. Iln'i'c had In'i'n 
poor harvests in a numh(*r of ari'as (»wing to 
iinfoi I unal(* weath(*r conditions. Ihe hot wind 
from Laos was disastrous for the crops and in 
iiiosi* parts it was a fre(|uent visitor 

.\nother compliialed pridih'in had hesci the 
local authorities iii tin* re((*nt past, in connection 
with the \ ii'tnamese custom to hurv th(*ir dead 
in tlu'ir own h<*l(ls I’Ik* grav4*s of amestors wer<‘ 
considered a sacred spot, hut meanwhile various 
maihiiM's wen* ()(*liver(‘d to tin* agricultural co- 
operatives which demanded span* Larty orgatd- 
salioiis and the organs of administration con- 
ducted a wide propaganda campaign among 
tin* loial inhahitants and eventually th(*v man- 
aged to ov(*reom(‘ tin* (distm le crc‘al(*d hy this 
centurv-(dd tradition. I In* v illagers agr4*4*d to 
hnrv theli ancestors’ remains in a common 
(■(‘ineteiA which m(*ant that a good (h*al mon* 
land was availahh* for ploughing. 

In rec(*nt \eais a good deal of alt(*nlion has 
hecn d4*v()|(*d to sanitai'v conditions and hygii'iie 
in tin* villag(*s, particularlv the n'lnoti* om*s 
A large numh(‘r of wells have hei'ii sunk and 
hath housf's huilt 

That <*vening w (* h“ft for the tow n of \ inh 
and eii ronl(* we w i*r(* to lx* (onfronted hv' a 
‘dine” exainph* of tin* American “scorched I'arlh” 
policy. 

\ mil had Ix'cn ra/(*d to the ground hcfoia* tin* 
r4*c('nl hostilitif's ev 4*n startl'd, under the h’rench 
colonial r('*giin(‘. Then afti'r the victory of 
and the e.stahlislmient of the DIW'^ the town 









tliin in;ni, IMi.'jn \ ;ui Sar who wa^^ tio' xici'- 
(“hainnaii of the town's (* (•oiiunilloo. 

\ ar> Sac was di-cssotl in a dark shirt witli an 
incia'dihlc ninnhcr of while hnltons on it. (hi his 
Insul he woro a tln\ eaji at a rakish anjrle. His 
liands were thin ancl swarlliN willi swolh'n 
joints His e\ ('s had an e.\lr(‘inely friendly, 
kind gliMin in tlieni. 

\ an Sae tlien proei'eded t(» show' ns round 
the town. 

' The .\inerieans did e\ er\ tiling thes ])ossil)ly 
could to redine this town to ashes,” lie said 
in a sad Miiie, ”but life goes on." 


We made our way along devastated streets 
to a Hudilhist jiagoda. In the garden next to it 
there were some hamhoo huildings. Waves of 
lu'at wafleil forth from an enormous rial-hot 
furnace and the liridighl flicki'nal ()\ er tin* faces 
of the wonnm and old men who w (ire making 
china howls. 

”( hir craftsnu'u ha\e joined forc'es in a co- 
operative," Van Sac explained. "They supply 
chinawari' not only to the province of Ngean 
hut to other pro\ inces as well. We have succeed- 
ed in evacuating most industrial ent('rpriscs 
and they are now continuing production in the 
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Drivijif^ ihrouj^h Njjrean prov im-e 


On l.he oLilskirls of Viiil 




junf^li'. Hut this wtuk is important loo,” ho said 
pointing to iho houls. 

'I’horo woro (l(‘op lia'iu-lu's and duf^-onls round 
iht* pollers' \vorlvslio]> aiul \’an Sae informed ns 
ifiat l‘{() inih-s of I rtanlu's Jiad heen diif^ in lh<‘ 
eily, larf^o hunk('rs limit in some of \\hi(‘h 
hlmsla.ivs even ]ai<l on. 

We were ama/e<l wlien \ an Sa«' weni on to 
1<‘I1 Us that spring Sonjj; and Dance (ompetilions 
were held each viar either in Vinh itself or in 
some <»lher Itiwn in tiu' province. 

“’^J’he youiif; peojih' have started up a ‘Ia*l- 
son{?s-drow n-lhe-din-of-homhs’ campaif^n,” addial 
lh<‘ vic<‘-cliairman with a lau^h. ”\\e ohi peo|)le, 
hv lh<‘ wav, also join in the sinafintj.” 




liDa^iiK' a Ix'auliful \ it w a< ro'^s iln* l onkin^ 
(liilf, llir ('sluary of iho (lain Ki\<‘f. wijli wliilo 
foaiiiN \\a\ <’s l)r(“alviii;^ on a ^( Idon In arli hordoiad 
()\" rfx'onul palm's ami with li'slioirnoo s Hulk's 
sailioj^ (Mil to soa ami <1 isa |>poa i i in (link mist 
riiis i-s \\'hal (ilaymioN ami I ^a^\ sproail iM'forr 
It's '^al <m tin' liroa'sl \voik of a trench next 

to an anti-aireiaft }-Min at the ciow n of a steeji 
hill on llu' shore of the ;.'ulf. (ila/nno\ lnis\ with 
his skel eh-hook, this time iism^ pas.leK ami 
<|Ulte ohlisioiis to e\er\lhin;^ aioiiml him except 
the task in haml, ^\ hile I talked to the men of 
tile l*eoples \oliintet>r (,oi[)s ffoin the hxa 
1 1 slx'i niei 1 s co-opera 1 1 \ e. 

I he joiirne\ to this spot the nifjht before 
seemed a far-a\\a\ dieam Aftei takme oiii’ 
lease of \an Sac. the s iee-chai r m.m of the \inli 
exeeiilise committee. SSI' had set oil to si^it thi'' 
coast {^uard hatters. W i' w er<‘ unass are a'- to 
sshethef our driser had had oids a ha/s idea 
of hoss to j^et there or had heen ^iseii poor 
direction's, hut the Ion;.' and short (»f it ssas that 
s\ e had spent the ss hole eseninc diisin/ alon;j; 
coast roads full of potholes ssithout manayMn;j: 
to Imd the hallei's s\ e sseie lookin;.' for I'loin 
time to lime ss e stopped hs some loiiels' hut ami 

tried to had somel hi iic out from the local pi-as- 

ants riles just shoidv their heads and asked 
Us hoss ss e ss ei e feelinc. 

"A halters .’ (inns.’ \o, theie areii t aiis puns 
a Id 1 1 ml 1 1 ere . . ^ ou o uph t t o p o | o t |io pi-os i ncia I 

centre, to the Arms head ( lu.iil eis t here and t lies II 
tel! \ oil esersthinp and p:ise sou a pmde I hat 
ss as that, one had to eis e these people llu ir due, 
ihes ss ere past masters at keepiiip: mihtais 
SIM rets I recalled the "d hrie l)on'ls sshnh 

III) (!hi Minh had called upon the people to 

nudvO tln'ir p^idderi rule wiieti llies' ss en hp^hlinp 
the l^rench: "We don t nnderslamr , "We don t 
knosv” and "We didn't lu'ar’A 


Mnalls after dark a liarrier came into s iess 
on tile road aheail and t ss o men carrsinp: siih- 
machme-p:uris jmnpi'd out of the hushes. ( )m' of 
them came Ui> to oiii' c.ir' and tin' othir* 'loixl 
ssaifinp at the edp< of the road, I snails in such 
rases one 's as asked ss ho one ss as ami sslu'ic 

We hrouphl out our jiapers and one of the 
soldiers led iis aloiip a luirross path thiduph the 
tra-es to the headi| ua rt ers of tin- hxal detachriu'nl 
of the people s Xoluiili'er' < ,o! j)s ()n tin ss a^ 
ss <' passid a numher of sent rs -posts and linally 
real hed a huihlinp, ss here ss o ss er'e led into a 
s|ia<iou-- room and .started talkinp; to the man 
in charpe of the district rletachnieiil of the 
IN ople s \ ohm leer (!or‘ps, .Np^usi'ii \ an I'hus . 
riu ie sseie slacks of suhinaclii ne p;uns hs the 
ssall and Isso hpht luachi m'-pjuns. .\ small 
kerosene lanter n lit up a ‘A iet nain-W ill-W in- 
I'hrouph’" povior l;aupinj.!; on the ssall A hahs's 
ciu-, lould he hearil (omiiip^ from Ix'himI a 
|iartilion 

"A proup of small hoss r arm' and told us an 
hour' apo lliat some people in cars sseie dinsinp' 
ahoul lookiii;; for- pum, saiil \an I hus. "I ha<l 
alieads pisen oideis for' them to hold uj> the 
SI hicle and then sou turn up. .\h, ssell . . . it's 
a Iss as s dll 111 lilt to hunt out o’lr defem e hattei’ii’s, 
I 'poii.dls at mpht lime. Ihes are often Ix inp 
liansfi rred to m ss sites, to set up m \s positrons 
aflei eai h siiece sful strike at the .American 
ships .Mans suih sites hasi' heen jirepared all 
aionp the I oast .' Nau'Ihus a'-suied us s| i elchinp 
out Ills hand in a \s ide pesture. "I ser so 
mans . . ' e\ ei | heless he pase iis detailed 
1 list I lu I ions as to h(»ss to iind the hatters ss e 
ssere lookinp^ for and ss e set off apain aionp 
till* sands r-o;is| road arnoiip pine-trees. Hut 
alas! We still did not maiiape to find the 
hatters' that mpht. We lost our- ssas se\’(‘ral 




times and (‘\(*ntually (‘inlrd iiji in some 
Inislies; it was difflenll ('nou^li to siaainlile 
Old of lliem onrsi'lvi's liM aloin* rclriove tlie ear. 
I sn^^^n'sled llial ^^e make a lo;,^ iam|) lo il 
hack on lo the road. Inil nol e\ ('n I haidi knew 
what a “rainj)*’ was. So 1 jnsi n.u a* a shin;: ami 
W(' started off down the soft dusty road in the 
dark. ()nly the dii\ers sla\(“d lieliind to slia'p 
in llie ears. 

Soon \v(‘ u('re able to jiiek out |>alm trees at 
the (‘d;:e of th(‘ road and the dark s|nirs of 
distant hills. Then \\v notiei'd that we w <‘ie 
not e\ en ;:oin;; alon;: a load hid a hi;:li narrov 
dam between riee-lields. Sono'w here in the 
distance w (‘ eoiild make out a re;;tilar hollow 
sound, that ;:n'W louder and louder until at 
last we realised that it was the noise- of th<- w.ixt-s 
beatin;: a;;ainst the shoi'e IK a and 1 did not 
e\»*n ask our ;;uides when- they were t.dvini: us 
Sexeral tinn-s we had let juui|> ac ross de« 
trc’uelies and I i-enic'inhcMC’cl tin- kart\ slogan 
llie c'omniander of tlie eonsiruelion eonipany 
liaci told IIS about; "W iierc‘\ er lln-ic- arc- |M-o|>b‘. 
there* must be* trenelic*s.' St» I assuinc-d to mxsi lf 
that wlieiexer llic'ic- were- tl'encbes people would 
also not be fa r aw a\ 

I bat was how we eann* to an a;:ric'ult ui al 
c o-o|ierati\ e on the sbon* of the lonkiny'^ (iiilf 
^o Iciissiaiis bad c’Ver had a ;:liinj)s(‘ of the pboc 
before and the peasants weie \ er'\ pleased ;it 
the nn(-\peeted \isit. 

II was du/in<j our \isit to the eo (»prral i\ c- 
tlial w (* iiiei a i:iil called Tinli on a bill ontsidr 
tlo- villa;:e anion;’^ a ^r<»up of iN-ople's \olnnteei 
(. (tr|)s nit-inbers 1 ,ike all the rest (d tin in she 
was drossrd in a khaki uniform and -du wa-- 
josl as fnrndK as the others and if anxthin;: 


Vasants from (In* coast 












An old pcasa?it-w()man 


slill inort* forlhcoim Slu“ slailrd l<» Irll iis 
alxMit tli(' (la\ -l()-(la\ life of the local fisl»('rnicn, 
casling a swift glance from liiio' to time at 
dla/unov' who l)y that 1im«‘ was hard at work 
oil licr |MHtr;iit. 

1 had first heard her name from Van Sac 
linh had licen the first woman in llo' jirovince 
(d Ngean to Incak a centur\-old tradition and 
po out to sea with thr lishermi'ii to help luirij^ 
in the catifi. Sin* had proved her usefulness, 
k(M-pm<» up w ith the old sails ('\ I'ly inch of the 
way, and Ium’ example had lah'r htjen followed 
li\’ many other girls and women. 

At the (Mid of the ])r<'\ ions y(*ar the Americans 
liad lakcMi Ihm' prisoiuM’ logc’tluT witli oIIkm* 
fisliermen and slu' had spiMil ihri'e months in 
]>rison. d h(Ma‘ had Ixmmi IntiM'rogalions with 
iK'atings and alliMiipIs liad Ixmmi made to luihe 
h(M‘ to tell them ahoul llie coastal fortifications 
dinh had hravidy field Ikm' longm* though, just 
hk(’ lh(‘ otluM’ fisluMiiKMi, and « v entually the 
enemies had h‘t tluMii gni. loading them up with 
fabrics, transistor radio-sets and cliildren's to\s, 
all of whicli tlu'v had thrown into the sea. 

On lu*r iM'turn diiih liad joiiuMl a vohmteiM- 
self-defiMice detaclmuMit. “Look, " slu' said, point- 
ing to a machine-gun, “that's mine. ' 

\\ ithout any warning a shrill w histle suddenly 
hurst upon us. liefon* I rt'alised w hat was happiMi- 
ing the Vi<‘tname>e all iusIkmI to the machine- 
gun. TlitMi J grasfied what the iioisi' was all 
about. A jilane was flying in from tin* sea, 
hiddiMi hy thick, low clouds. One of tlie gun 


Fisher-girl d'inli 










(TOW shouted; “Reconnaissanee plane!” With 
a jjhaslly roar, eomirif? strai<rht for us, the 
plane passed overhead hut the younp Viet- 
namese did not shoot at it. There was no point 
in wasting ammunition, hring at an invisible 
target, ddie roar grew fainter and in the <listanee 
we heard some anti-aireraft guns start up over 
in tin' direction in which tin' plane had been 
In'ading. I thought to myself that tln'v must 
ha\’c been equipped with radar o\'('r tln're. 

“We hronglil one of those down last vear,” 


said Tinh pointing downhill to an ein»rnio\is 
yawning crater. “After that no planes flew 
over our hill for several months.” 

Not all the nieinhers of the eo-t)j)erati v*' were 
eonneeled with lishing. '^I'he (hairman showed 
U.S workslnqjs where nets were made and where 
those altraclive pointi'd hats were wo\<'n from 
ri (e-straw. 

Before we left the village w c prc'scnted some 
of the gifts entrusted to ns by S()\’i('t Voung 
Pioneers to the schoolchildren of the co-operative. 





I'lii' co-ojX'raliv c's scliool liad sinco Ixmmi 

lilowu l<> l)lls !)>’ shclU fi'oiu ViiH'iican waislnps 
oil llic coasl. (lalliolir (Imrrh and lli«- 

Hiiddiiisl pagoda had mot a >imilai‘ fah : all 
^loiir huddlM'iS had hccn coinph'tt'K dr^l i'i»\ «-d. 
r\ (‘II the ( onci’ctc xal^ for sallin;; hsh 

rile co-ojXMaliv (' chainnaii led into '-oinc 
(hii-'C hainlxM) and ((tcomil ,md iIh'ic, 

IxMioalh a lai^c <;m()p\ of h.iiiana h‘a\»‘s Inld 
lip oil si\ thick hamhoo caiii's, lessons \\ei(‘ 
III ]W‘o^i('ss. The yoniij^ leaeher .\;.‘ii\('n \an 
llo.m;^ was |j,i\in;^ the third elass a readm;^ 
lesson The (hildieii were sillnii^ on riMi;^li-hew 
hein hes, tlu'ir hooks op(‘n on their lajis. I In'ri' 
weie sexeral deep tieinhes leadiii” fioin the 
■ elassrooin' into the trees in \aiious d i I’cct ions, 
d'he children ^Mceted us in Inendlx fashion 
and w ei'e oh\ miisK ipiite sun erel\ thrilled to 
see IIS When we handed them ho\es eontainin;^ 
evereisediocd^s. satchels and peinlls their jo\ 
knew no hounds. We tied red Ihoneei ties round 
the necks of the star pupils. While we w ei e 
talkine to the sehoolehild ren explosions hoomed 
not far awax llieie weie no shots to he heaid. 
Olds evjdosions wliiih meant that the ships 
wei'i' a lone w as I rom llie shoi e I , \ ei since some 
\ni(‘riran ships had heen damaeed h\ lire in 
the reiciit past tin s had not dared < oim“ closi 
to the coast 

rile hoiiihardment jirew hmder and hmdi r 
Iml tin' (In Id ren did not turn a liaii I hit esen- 
I nails the teacher decided it was time to le.nl 
the el.iss iMit into the- treiiehes and wc- wc-iit 
don:.: With them As soon as the shootin;.’ sl.uted 
lo die' down (I la /II 1 1 OS sat down to draw siir 
loniided hs a crowd of peasants and chddieii, 
w hih' I, despite all ’I h.'inh s w arnines, w eiit to 
svsim in the ^nlf. I felt I eonld not possihls 
h'ase the (Inlf of loiikiiii: ssithout hasine at 
least one dip in it d he chihlrcn followc'd me 



\ Ihiihlhisl Icnipic III riiiiis 


down to the' w.itei in .1 la 11;^ lime (luster, some 
of them holding' on to nis hands Some were' 
cseii cans III” tins hrotlnrs or sisters on their 
hacks allhon;.;h tins tliemselses wan no iiioi'e 
lli.cn hse . Wc' .all walked (low 11 the villa”.' 
street, am! .nross .a sniall inlet of the' iisei in 
a tons spit 

I hose (hildic n were' iin iedihly dn c ifiil and 
liicndls. Ilnir es es weie sliiniii” with i'\(ite- 
im'iil as they talked to mc', I'acli one trsin^^r to 





show luiw pleased lie was to se<' me. llow(‘\('r 
the\' made il (joili' impossihlc for iio' to earr\ 
out nl^' ‘^\iek<'d" plan i iieoiispieuousl \ . Instead 
of <;ettiri} 4 - n to tin* sea uilliout hein^ heard 

there- was mn'se- and sin^dn^f all the way I h<' 
“s<-oots" danein^ alon^ in front shouted loudl\ 
and ))ron<lls to e\ i’r\ one w <' jiasseal : “Soxiet, 
So\ let - point in^ me out to iheiii all. 

As we wallvid alon^ the little hoys f^axe- 
m<- xanoiis souxenirs, one a shell (d weird 
shape, another a ]»i<'e<' ol coral and a third a 
lar^o- erah Soon 1 ha<l no more- room in inx 
poekels. 

'The heath width hatl lt>oketl attraetixt- frt»m 
a dislanet' fnrnt-d out to he a real Jillle parailise. 
'The xxater was calm and the lar^e-^ rainetl santi 
xx as nnhelitwahlx ch-aii. 

• J After ^ix iii^ mx camera, imtehooks anti hirtis 

t tt> the chiltlreii for saf('-keepi n;^. I started to 
I nmlit-ss anti the htixs let tmt a xx hel}) of ^lee. 
t riiex hatl ohxitmsly Ix'en xx tunlerin}^ xxht-ther 
I xxas linallx etuii;.; to takt' the ]ilmiee or iml 

riie xxafer was xxarm and clear. Squatting 
thtxx ii tm tlu- saml the ht>x s eommantletl the 
“opt'i at mn 

■‘don mustn't oxer there, thei-e's a dt-ep 

pit." one shttuteii. 

‘'Iton't swim tmt loo far." another xxarned, 
"there max he sharks artmnd 

"( tuiu- out t|uickl\, or ihex' mi;.;hl start 
sluttitine'’ eiietl’a third an.xitmslx 

lhi\ s from the coast 


i 



I Mi\s('lf A\as \\oiii»‘rl 1)\ tlial lime 

for llu* crowd of l)o\ s on tlu’ Ixsacli was nunli 
Too for comfort. I he .Amcric.iiis mi^^dil nolicc 
llitMii orul then heav(m knows what sad <Mid there 
mi”ht he to onr’ spret' .... 

When (da/nno\ and I lell llu^ co-opera 1 1 \ e 
llie hoN s insisted lliat 1 photoj^raph them I Ik'n 
s<|nalle(l down, with expressions of s«>rioiis con- 
centration on their faces ttnl\ the creases at 
the corners of their ('\'es hetrasetl all that 
mischie\ons. irr<'|Messi hh' nierrinM*nl that could 
hurst to liie surface au\ inoiueut. 

\n hour lat('r tin' ships of the .S<-\enlh Meet 
started hoiuliardine that strip of coast a;.^ain 
Whiuin;^ sliells iha\ o\ er the \illa”e ,and explod- 
ed s»uncw here Ix'N ond the next hill .Me.inwiide 
lif(‘ went on as usual in the \illa^M': the merr\ 
shouts of the children still ran^^ out. one of 
llu'in started crsiiifT when his little hmhlies 
hurl his leelin^^s. another one luirsi into peals 
of laughter. Lilih' eirls were weeilin^: the allot- 
ments and }i\ that lime there was such a crowil 
id children ilusliaina round ll\a (ila/uno\ that 
I liad djfli(ult\ in pushin^^ ni\ wa\ thron;ih 
to him. ( )nce af_^‘li n 1 ihouL’ht hack to la'lea^nereil 
I.enineraik the (ierman sfn Ih whistling o\ er 
the slrei'ls ami exploding.'; in the dislam e and 
iIh' small hoN s who )>aid no notice to them. 
We loo had had a sixth siaise fur the \ilal 
moment when it was time to lake co\ lu' in an 
arehw.ax or hoinh-sheller W ar time children are 
the same the world o\er, A\ise hex omi their 
xu'ars, hut children all the saiiu'. despite hnnT.M’r, 
homhs and sludls. 




GRANDFATHER HO’S FINEST GRANDCHILDREN 


A r;ill\ of “('ii;in<lf;illu'r 1 in(‘sl (i 

( liildrcii ' was <m(‘ of llic nioic i 

of (Hir \'isil to \i(|iiani: it was In 

|Ih‘ \illa<j:<‘ of Srn in tin’ Xam 1 hmi district 
riic xilla^o' hall was a lars^i' hainhoo hii 
ami Idled to lapaeilx for the oecasioii. 
audience consisted of children in the main, 
were also a ^ood niiniher of children a 
those silliti^ on the sta^e, hetween llu' a^ 
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tliciT wf'rr a lunnbar af frcsli craters al (lUlai)C(‘s 
of no more llran llnr'e lo four Inmdred feel from 
lh(‘ ])a;^o)da. Jnd^Mn^ J)\ tire niins il must lia\e 
lu'eii a biiildin*; of e\(|iiisil(' Ircaiily 

Tli(‘ fn'seo('s, nddmjj;. moimlains of sliatlered 
scul])ture and hirdu'o nlciiMls iisral for relij^^ioiis 
rites \^('re a site to (ill an\one ^Mtil liori-or. H\ 
sorin' mrr-ael(' tlii’er' lar^n* statues \\('re sid! inlaef 
One showed a woman sitlrn^'^ hi'iit in ^lai'f o\er 
the eliild in her arms; the iinpael of tin' earxin*^' 
was so powerful that If it had not h(‘en for the 
('iiormoiis scale one ini^dit lia\(' taki'ii the lifjjn’t' 
for real-life ^nnef. Tin' other two statin's were 
stone fi<j:ure.s of war-diieftains with iXT’ini, stern 
faces with lirows slojiin;; up dia<mn<all\ over 


tlu'ir forelu'ads, and their eyr's slarin{j; into the 
crater made h\ the I'xplosion. 

I’oi' mde*' aroim<l thei'c wei“e no hous«‘s and 
no anli-alrer‘aft haltr'iies, inWhiii;,'^ hut wo'>d('d 
(nils and a iixer in the d|s|aiiee Neither' \\as 
the i,»ad one of an\ im|>oitaiiee, ineit'K a dust\ 
traik. (.leai'ly the hoinhs had not hit the pa;^o»da 
h\ mistake instead of anotln'i' tai';;et, !he\ had 
heen (li’opped on piirjiose. 

We wainh'red amoo'^ the rums f( r some lime, 
ihunderslruek h\ the shameless haihaiism. Ihiw 
lerrihle it would In' if a similar fall' wen' in 
store for all inonnmenls of \ietnamese culture 
jin's('r\ed o\(‘r the centuries, moniimenis which 
Ix'ar witness to the people's rare arlistii' Irdents. 



THE FLOOR IS YOURS, RAY MEDRY 


\ prill I hoinli f'oMhmI I his p('.'(s;ii)l of his h.'iiid 




"1 ho nif^Jil aflor our \ lo ihnt i iiiu*'*! loniph' 
w *' 1) for llic hi sl occasion for <|mlc sonu’ 
lime lo laalK ha\ c our si <M'j »-oii t . \\ hilr Lr lli.iiih 
went off somc\\ here lo leleplmnc II. nun l<* 
M j)oil ih.al ^\ t' were ah\ e :in<l well ami wonhl 
xoen he haeU in llu' e.apilal. 

\\ (lro\e ahmil tin' (le\ astnied slii't'K ol 
1 h.anh-hoa lined with jiiles of hrnk'^ \ll ih.il 
I'cm.'iined of lln* lown's main hospil.d were ihe 
Slone ;^ale-posls spMrlin;^ red eros'^es Hevmid 
ihem nolhiiif^ hiil ruins and eraleis Idleii wilh 
;_Meen dnekwee<l Ihe weid laii^e eciuld iml 
j w >ssi hl\ he a pj)l led a n \ more I o that hospi I a I 
(Irdinarx hmiscs ;nnl a smrdi .ad nii n is| i :» 1 1 \ e 
hnihline which h.ad been om e ihe head<i n.i i tei s 
i>| |h<' dislriel eummillee w eri' hein;^ Used .»s 

w .a rds. 

l)oelor |)(t.an I lii.an:^. 'v In* w.as m <h,aii>e of 
ihe lo< .al amhul.tm e hrijj.nie, show • d ns ronml 
the hospit.al lie himseK w ,is a snren(ni and h.nl 
;jr.adnated from Hanoi Medic. d ho<>l in l!M*l 
Amhni.im*- hnAi.nles h.ad he(‘n scl np inime- 
di.ilels after the Vim'iie.ans h.ad sl.iiled h<»mhin;.> 
North Nielinam. The amhnlanees were moie (*i 
less (onslaiilK on e.all .and ;i p.irli* nl.irl\ l.ai;.>e 
nnmher of the fcihents (he hfi”.ade s s|a/l liea(« d 
w ere those hit h\ pellet hoinhs 

We we/e shown ronml w.aids ih.al w / ic \«i\ 
ii(*wdeil .on! where iheic w ,is h.aidl\ :m\ sp.ue 
helweeii ihe h<‘ds \ do(l<»/ w.as l.dvin;j; ihe poHe 
ol .1 III. an w hos(‘ I a (I- w.as .ashen ere\ and win* 
Was mo.anine in ,a h.df eonseions slate Ih- h.ad 
heen wonmied nine da\s pie\ions|\ h\ .i pellet 
homh l)o(lor la- (ii.in^ e\pl.ajned to i/s ih.tl 
\N(*nmls ffoni |>el|et homhs ^^eIe \ er\ «hfh<nlt 
to treat. \pp,aientl\ it was /liffnidl to e\li.a<t 
the pellets and \-r.a\s h.ad to he used fo»- that 
w ork 

in the next h<ai theie w.as .a woman piopped 
11]) on holsters. ;i icrl.iin .N],oi\<''n I hi f).an^ who 


had h/’i'ii wonmh'd 1 )\ a jn'lh l lionih in the l»aeK 
\ pellet h.ad fzol into her stom.ieh and she was 
III a \ ei \ sei ions eomlilion. after ha\ Mi;i to 
imdeifjo a knliie\ oixa.ilido and ha\<' lant^ 
in her inlesliual 1 1 . n t sewn up 

Ihe do(|o( s|;>hed as he rei.dled ill. it dieadinl 
d.i\ when this wom.an )>.atienl h.ad hi'eii hronvlil 
in riiiee separ.ilc dislrnls h.id heen homhed ,a| 
om ,ind the same linn- I here as no end lo 
the pellet homhs. and no end to the woiimled 

\ll onr dot lots (. I’s. p( a 1 1 .1 1 r n 1 .a n s and all 
the rest of the h.ind. ha\ e .all h.ad to t.ike np 
sni;.'er\, the doitoi (ommenled ‘ttlheiwise i| 
W onid he Impos- ihle to ( ope 

in .mot hei w ,ii d w e s.iw .a hfle*n \ e.ar eld ho\ 

I .ailed he \,in I h.ao, whose |).arenls h.id holli 
heen kilh-.l in .an air r.ml Me himself h.ad hee,. 
wonmhal in the ihro.il. his f.na* had heen horrih- 
l\ <lis|i^-med .ami his liands p.ai.iKsed Me h.ad 
not \ el Ie<ai\eied fioni the |eirif\inj.; experiences 
In had he< n lliioneh and the dm lor addeil 
ih.al there w.o- no na i a n I ee In' would nei (’ssaiiK 
<lo so III fnlnre 

We w. liked lhron;.'h se\ei,d other \^,^rds as 
\)ell .and e\ei\whele w weii eonfiont'al with 
di fieuied, sidleiin;; men women, (hildicn .ami 
old |*eop|e Wh.al h.a i h.a II ,a 1 1 s ,ind i\nns lliose 
men mns| he who s \ s ( en i.a t i< ,a 1 1 \ ,aml im‘lhodi<- 
.a 1 1 \ i.> o o n I of I h e 1 1 w ,a \ I o a 1 1 ni 1 1 1 1 a I e \ i e 1 n a m s 

< IS ill, in popni.ilion' M ,a n \ .are the \dl.a;_'es the\ 
h.a\e homhed whieh lonl.ain no f.ielones .and 
not i \ en .a .sineh' J>iiek hnihhii;.!. nollnn" hnl 
pe.as.a n I s' huts 

Xiiolhej- of the p.ainnis whose e.ase hisloiw 
Wo weie told .ahoiil w.as .SO \e.ai old liinh Ihi 
\n fiorn the dis|i ie| of |\ n;m Soon;.' < )\ er ;i 
\e,ii helori- she had heen wonmhd \\ h 1 1 e ailn 
.all\ Kill” in hell dnriii” .a ni”hl rani on Inr 
\ ill.a<xe. \ |*elle| homh h.ad [ninelnied hei inles 
lines III Id pl.n es and her h'f^^s h.ad Ix en hroken 


K.l 



into tin* llu' old woman li.'nl had to 

!>»■ (»j)< ralril on ihc ^pol in an ill-o({ni|)|M‘d. 

niakrsliifl upcralin^ tlo-alro hccaii'^r slu* wonld 
no| siii\i\(‘d l)n‘ joiirjH'N to hospital, l^o\^- 

(‘\ or just iM'foro our \isil an X-ra\ ha<i ^o^ #*;d«‘<l 
that ono pellet \\ a-- sidl insulc her. 

.Near her la\ a \oun^ ho\ I .e Nan l.nan with 
hi-^ ri^dil hand all ha nda;.; ed and next to In in 
a workir fioni an a^'’rieull in al eo-operali\ e railed 
1 )('» Til .Son whose eves set in a <lark exhausted 
fare had a dix|,in| evpiessKui ahoiit tlnan lie 
had sulfered severe shell-shock in an arlilhaw 
hoiu ha I'd n I en t and lo^t an arm 

l)oetoi I ‘ (liana went oil to show us an enor- 
moii-, shell-splintei w hn h had het'ii » xtfa<ted 
from an old man s liip 1 he patient s fare 
had also heim d is|l>j: ni'i'd with a ma^^ of small 

a-'ishes 

■■\\ <tunded are hrouahl in msarlv iw eiw da\ 
and It Is \ ei'N diflienit to lind room for- them 
( (pora I ions aie a, tin >4 on all the time without 
a let lip,' said I ,('• (liana ■■|{ul <-a< h time the\ 

hrnia III \ at aiiolhoi' ilisheiiied p.alieiit. \ onr 
hlooil Ixuls Non start operatina ami inxohin- 
tarilv think to \ onisi'lf. ( ). for a aun oi' a ha \ on el, 
or jiisl to act at them with m\ haia- hands, to 
ref>a\ them for all the hlood lhe\ have shed 
and the nuMi and \vomen the\ have riipph’d'' 

I hat r eminded me all of a sudden of a meelina 
with another* sui'aeim in a eoinpletelv different 
sr’Ilina While vi'.ilina the I niled .stales in 
I spent a week as the anesf of suiaeon l\av 
.\1 ed i-v and his fa m rl v in I taleiah. the capital 
of Noith ( arohna. where eohlen antninn was 
havina it-s last lima in eai lv .Nov emliei* I hi* 
presidential elections were aoina mi at the tirm* 
and all \ineiieari iities \v ('re in tlu' throcN of 
tin* o\ t'l' dramatised eampaian. N\ C w i-ri' all 
sitlina watehina teh'v isioii. I reiin’inher. to s(*e 
how tin* ■'ona and dariei' vvoiild I'lid. l‘!\ ei’V 


five niimites fipfiires sliowina llic toljd of votes 
for Johnson and (loldwalc'r were Hashed ar ross 
tin* screen. M v* host Hav Nli»»lrv and his famiK 
were all staunch Johnson siijrjior teis. I hev w I'le 
impri'ssed })v' his outward calm and promise's 
of a|)p<‘asemcnt. Nh'dry commented; “It s South- 
east Nsia. \ ielnam, that has me most worrieil. 
< loldw aler will inakr* us a(> on fiajitinj^. 1 wonder* 
wln'lln*!* .lohnson will .sln>w sonu' common 
s('nsc 

.\s it (nrm'd out .lohnson did not show any, 
and neilln i* did Nixon .after* him. 

M(*<li*v had spent s('\(’r;d vc'ai's in his lime 
as a sui*a('(in in the I S .Navv, hut it was obvious 
tliat he haled the militaiv lot* all he was worth. 
Ih* did not want his own ei'neralion and his 
^i*owine sons to havi* to eo ihroiieh a new war. 
Net for several voars at ,a siretih Aimnica had 
lu'cn wa^ine oni’ of llu' dirtiest wars m.'in liad 
('vei* si'cn. aeainst the wishes of tin* M<*di*y 
fainilv and those' of million'; of ‘■oi-tlinarv*" 
\nieri»*ans ( )r jiei haps not ri'allv a^^ainst their 
wishes’’ Perhaps it was with the Ix'wlhh'ri'd 
eonnivam*!* of sonu' and the' silent consi'iit 
of others.’ I eonid not shut th.al lhon;.iht out 
from inv mind as we walki'd from bed to 
bed lookiiifT at those wounded Nietnanu'se w lio 
h.ul suffered so much as a n'sult of the (linu'S 
against humanitv pei*]ieti*ated hy “ordimiry’’ 
.\meri<*ans who weii' serving as IS liomher- 
pilots and sailors in Nn'ln.im. 

We w alked th rou” h tin* w a rds loul vin^ at 
the aslu'n faces of the wounded old people and 
(Inhlrt'ii and I wished 1 < ould have slutwn that 
experiemed Nnu'ritviii surgeon who had Ixam 
<f1stn?*hed hv tin' I'Viuts in S(tut]ieast Asi.i what 
confionte'd us there. If he h.ul not vet heroine 
an active opponent of the war in Nietn.am th.at 
si^ht would hav (' m.ide him a mort' i*esolute 
opponi'iit of the war*. J’erhajis Hay Medrv would 




ha\<‘ r\(’M tliaJ il was immaterial wlio 

thr m\t 1 S l*resi(l(‘nl would bi' and wbal 
piomiscs be made to bis \ot(‘is duiiufjr tin* 
(drction eampai^u. 

Mau\ “a\(‘rafj;e Amiaicans*' pcaliaps consijb'r 
llial llieii’ iion-aee(‘|)lam'e of llu' j)olie\ 1») (‘sealale 
ibe war in Indo-fbina is (juite rnou|^li, main- 
laiiiiii}^^ tbal wars are made 1»\ soldiors and 
^OMierals and ibat llies are not responsiblr for 
w bat t lie foi UH‘r <lo. 

I bo \ iol Manu'sc lia\ e a |)i ()\ orb w liicli pro\ ides 
a most apt icply to the al>o\e attilmli': “If \oii 
soil \our bands ymr fa<‘e will la* dirtv loo.” 

Ilowoxer I would like* to think that llu' major- 
ilN of Anu'inans rejrard ibe war iboir (‘ounlr\ 
is wa^ofio in \ ielnam as ibe most traffic moral 
(b’feal Amoriea has over known. 

Ibo sluiolin^^s that break out mi tin' strei'ls 
of American < itios, botwoou difforeni <rroups 
of .\moricans, w ben membois of tbo National 
(liiaid and lln* poliei' harass studonls. and tin* 
blood of ibosc w bo aelivcK oppose the “dirtv 
war’ are ample proof of this Now il is up to 
\ on. Hav Modrv, to v on, “ordinary Am(‘ricans“. 

l)o(lm- 1,0 (dano's eyes wi're bloodshot ami 
bo soomod \ cm v tired as ho spidvo to us. As soon 
as tbo no\l call cam<’ in, wilboul a second s 
d('la\ he would bi' off in a car oi- on a biev cle 
bmrviii^ to the mwv wounded. 



Tin' harbarians did n()l sjiaro 
riiaiilidioa hospital 


veil the 







THREE STATES OF READINESS 


Mt'inlx'rs of llio Ilo rin Mmh I nioii of \\ Orkin^iC ^ 




Afit'r a journey would nr\ er forj^«'l ue 

found ours('l\ ('^ hack in llaiuu oiu r tnorc Sinco 
our Iasi st>jourii in ihe cajulal aiiolhrr f^ursi 
from Mon(‘o\\ had appcarod at oui lioh l. nanirlx 
llic jtoel 'icN^euN I )oIn la I o\ sk \ lie told us 
lliat llier<‘ had Ixa'ii a proa! deal of an' raid 
\\arnln;^s in llauoi duiiiiij, liio pasi few da\s. 
homradi's frtun the (!ommillee fta- ( idtural 
Kelalioiis with I'oia iyn (.ounlries eame |o lot k 
at lh(' sketi'hes (lla/un(t\’ had m.ide during oui 
trip .lud;jrm^ h\ their reai lions iheN weie 
fa\ourahl\ impress(Ml. Il\a vvas indeed a \ ei'\ 
tjuiek worker an<l duriui: those weeks h(' had 
made a larye nuuda r of skcltiu's \ pittpKsal 
was made lhal lhe\ he evhihiled m ihe eapilal s 
e\hll>itiou hall 

We l.iler had th(‘ (*p|Maluuil\ to me<t \u 
CJuaii^, ihe I irsl Si'cielarx ol the I W^ t t nli-.d 
homiuilleie we handed him ihe hills uf l.tdii 
ant horisi n;j him to i eeei v e i f I s liom lln Komsu- 
rmd heiitral (ommillee I he\ lueluded two him 
[ ) ro jeclt Us, a iiumher td (i \/ (ifl huru'N. tiausisltn- 
radio sets and mmh else hesldes 

w e also disfiisscd ihe impiessions we had 
gleaned in ihe eoiiise of our trip. 

■ riie Aim iicans will he ohli;_'cd lo h-.ixe South 
Nietnam,' \u <,)iian^ as^nled in Imies of pro- 
found eonxietion. “ I hex are imapahle of ova-r- 
powerin;j; iis when it eomi's lo ^^m'lilla waifare 
I hat is where es en iheir all-powerful le<'lmolo;/\ 
is not aoiii” to helj) them out lake for instaneo 
tin' mmh ])uhlieised IhoJ raids d'o hit .t well- 
eamouflaaed <iu('rilla unit hidden awa\ m lh<“ 
lulls or the jiiuf^le from one of thosr' is llkr- 
askina a heron wax' up in the skx. pardon 
tin; (expression, lo shit into a liotlle We ha\«* 
amassed colossal experienei' in <;m'rilla warfai-e 
h)' now. 

d he h i rsl Seerc'laix asked us detailed (piestions 
ahoul the w ork of the l\onisoinol in the Sox iet 


I'nion I h' shitwi'd parlieular inleiest in the 
fosti'i'in^’ of paliiotn idi'als anion;.;: So*, lel xouth. 
miiitarx tiainin|.i for xoiiii;^ pitHile, llo rampai^^n 
for eeonoiu' and lloifl in imlusli\ ami a;:ii 
enhure or^^^ai.ised hx So' it'l \oulh and ihe w oi k 
of xohinlarx "Si », *1 h ;4 h l" ^^ronps xx ho set ilnni- 
selxe'^ llo' task id (omhaliii;.: deheiemios ami 
shoi teomin;:s in the wmk and moral ><'mlu<l 
(d Komsomol meiuheis 

■■'rhe \nlnamesr are a thrifix ptople," \n 
Ihian;.', went on. ‘ At ihe pieseiil lime we haxe 
to he pailieiilarlx ecomunieal, laki' stock of 
exeix ”ram of rue, «-\ erx ton of coal. ( )nr 
s|in;.!eh' makes impei.itixc sliict mxenloims and 
(onirtd Ilf (list rihnt ion. d his is xxhx we are 
iiit«'r<‘sled in lln* xxoik of llu' Komsomol ‘Spot- 
liulil ^loups.' 

In the (onise id that mornin;.' s(*x eral radio 
a n m m m e m e 1 . 1 s were m . nh* lo Ihe effeet that 
\meiiean plains had ap|)eared in the nei;ih- 
Iroiiihood of llanoi hnl there were* no aii'-iaid 
siemils so tin x must haxe ehtm;^ed course after 
all 

\l lire < ml of our talk xxilh \ u f,^luanp'^ I asked 
him to It'll us III nmre tielail ahoul lln* xamth 
moxemeni 111 Xieliiain which w<*iil hx ihe narin' 
of " I hr«*e Stales of Keadim ss ". \ u l'•‘*d 

just stalled lo answer mx ipiestioii w ln*n tin* 
siit'us strmk up Me shru}je:(*d his shoulders and 
said- Itu all our ;j:nesls llnit* is one rule in 
llu'se cii't'umsl.am »'s .and one ruh oidx - to makt* 
sure ihex' are onl of harm s wax’. 1 am afraid 
xon will haxe to send me xmir ipn-stions in 
wrilin;j: and 1 shall answer them hy h*ttt*r.’ 
I.alei- I rcceixt'd the ftdlow ing accouni of the 
tnox'eiin>nl and its xxauk ; 

din* mox<*nn*nl known as the "Ihret* States 
<d l\eadim‘ss ’ was started up hy tin* Hanoi 
section of the I W W and then spread lhrou;;h 
the rest of the (ounlry at tin* sjnu'd td li;;htnine. 
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slogan, rin y aiM«>ijnl<'(l to a clearly tlcfiiicd 
jo-o^raiiiiiH' which younj^ j>coj>lo adht^rcd lo 
with iiiishakahlc r(“sol\'*- ('very whcia — at work, 
al their stii<li('s and \\h('ii actually lif^htiii*; lii 
th(* \ letiiam of toda\' wlu'U a cruel, ^u'iiu slru«jr^le 
is heiiif^ fou^lil for man's deaia'st p((ss(‘ssi(m — for 
fr«‘ed(uu for every siuf^h' \ if'tiiamese, in the 
fullest S('ns(‘ of lh(' word —all ideas and all 
iuler('sls fuse together in a unanimous will to 
will through. 

Hefoic w(' h'ft till' capital (ila/unov and I 
visitf'd an outdoor e\hihilion wlu'rc shot-<lown 
American planes were on display. Ih'.'ifis of 
twisted aluminium decorated with wliili' stars 
was all that ri'iuaim'd of the formidahle monsters. 
It was with a straiigi' feeling of hati' and piide 
that the Nielnamesi' ga/ed ujiou that air|)lane 
graves ard: hatri'd for tlu' ('lu'iuy and jiriih* in 
t lu' ai'comiilishments of their countrs s defenders, 
riu' only thing tlu'si' di'ad pih's of metal wt're 
still any good for was pi'rhaps to ]>ro\ id(' 
mati'iial for souvenir rings 

During our visit to the 21''ith (oustruction 
( (unpanv 1 luad noticed that a ramp consisting 
of luanches and the wing of a captured jilane 
had h(‘(’n jmt down to help us driva' out of the 
sw amj), 



ON THE SHORE OETHE HAEONG GULF 




(hir fii'sl alUT Hanoi Ifn- 

time \^a^ lh»ii;jay, a poi I 'ilnattal on llio vlioi-o 
o| tlio llaloii^^ (.iilf uliich ''or\os ilio (oal inHiis 
li\. lioiilp .\o o. \\hi(h also loads In ||ai|>iK>n”. 
look iis llioia* Hn tlio \\a\ wo passtd \,»rious 
I'OI nfni'ood-i nllofolo I nil I (a ,1 1 InlO . wlioll .is ;i 
I iilo won* sol lip on small o|o \ alions I lio\ soonioil 
(piilo dosorlocl ll appoarod llio\ had hooii 
loiill h\' iho l-i'onoli as ohsorxalion posts In- 
llioii s(d<liors who woio aitaid In poop onlsido 
iho llink coiioioio walls W hon thou diit\ shills 
o.iiiK' to an Olid iho I'lonch sohlloi- n^od to so| 
oil In I I iimi to li\ o it lip loi a w o( k I h hind ih 
pdlho\ wo saw a iiioiintain <d ornpiv holilos 
Ihoro Wore thousand' ol ihoni with fadod lohols 
of ov ( I \ kind iindor I ho sun 

“ Ihoir onl\ comfoi't, said I,o I h udi ‘ llow 
olso ( oiild lIio\ whilo iho limo ;iw.'i\ ’ i nioss, 
of (oiiiso, ijnorillas should suddoiiK spiinL' nn 
fioin nowhoic, hiii doaimp with thoni was a 
daiipcioiis p.aslimo " 

Vl l\v'o o Clock that aflociioon wo s|i>ppod for 
a Into on iho shore of llalonp (inlf Iho hcaiilx 
of iho spot had DO' at u loss for wolds On iho 
loll wore hills co\oi'cd willi dw.arf pino ti'oos 
and to the liphl llm piilf dotlod with fishorinon's 
jiiiiks sporlirip hriphlK' coloniod sails. Out of 
iho water lowei'ed I, ill cldTs hlnrit'd h\ a niist\ 
ha/o and reininisoeiil of ,1 drapon C .ircheil l»;i<k 
lialoiip nioanspnlf of the iliapon <hp.'titinp 
henoalh the waves, d he air was full of a slroiip 
smell of iodine, wet seaweed ami llsh. niinpled 
wilii the smell of smoke for it was the lime of 
(lav when the lisln-rmen s wives were cookinp 
dinnei for the family on lioaid lln- junks or 
an the shore of the pnif. (il;i/mio\’ refused to 
hiidpe until lie had sketched the nnforpott.ahle 
e. meanwhile I vv.dked ahmp the heacii ovei 
bloiH's and slippoiv seaweed. Amoim the sliells 



rile \ i(*\\ from our liolel wind 
o\ (T I lalong ( lulf 




if K*KrK« 



,111(1 inollii^'ks could lie serii oiullcss ImmuIi 
S|> liiU<Ts. 

Wlicn \N (‘ \vcrc a short distaiu i' of 

ll(»iif;;iy itself \\v caiiu' a('ross \Nhal liad oiut' 
h(‘t'U a h(di<laN resort on the shore of tlie jrulf, 
coni|del(‘ uith mo(If'rn-sl\ le villas and larfje 
houses. Ml of llu'iii \\ (*re half in ruins and tfie 
red tiled roofs that had not yet collapsc'd eom- 
jdet(*K \\ere riddled with hoiiih and sludl holes. 

Di'x ast.ated lloii^aN was a sorr\ sijjlit to behold, 
ludf^iuji l)\ the ruins tlu‘ town's (iatiudie ehureh 
had been an extremely larjje biuldin^. It had 
oul\ lu'eu bombed a few da\s ludore we saw it, 
hen the (weniu^f service was <ndy jii.st o\(t 
and not .ill the members of the eonj^refjalion 
had left for hiune. hourteen people had been 
killed in the fallinj' w ri'ekajri*. On top of the 
heaps of briihs and twisted metal jjrirders were 
lyiufi enormous crosses and bells that would 


never riiifr out again. By some freak the altar 
had not been touched. In one of the niches 
that wa.s still intact stood the statue of a saint 
in brightly coloured garments arul with a gmth- 
smile on his face, and on the steps at Ids feel 
lay a ligure of (dirist with the hands broken off. 

.Near the church workers were clearing the 
wreckage of hombed houses. As I looked at the 
ehureh in ruins I reealled the half-ruined ehureh 
in Vinh, tin* wreclu'd ehureh in the village of 
Bac Son and the Buddhist pagoda on the banks 
of the ri\'(T Tie. Was it for missions such as 
these that American priests sent their flock on 
its w.iy with their blessings?! 

rile wicked eruellN' perjx'traled by the Amer- 
icans in \ ietnam must not go unpunished, h!ach 
child that has perished, each old woman that 
has been crip])lcd, each family that has been 
rendered honudess, llie tmA iis and villages lliat 
have been ra/ed to tlu' ground .and the churches 
and pagodas smashed to smithereens will all 
bear witness to the crimes that have been com- 
mitted wlien thos(‘ direclK rt^sjionsible and 
those who were the brains behind them are 
called to account. .\nd with i^ach day that hour 
of reckoning is drawing nearer. 

Next to the (juays where coal is loadi'd in 
Hongay is a factors where it is first graded. 
To get to this factory we had to make a l.irge 
detour round the town for a large number of 
streets bad biM'u cordomal off. The dav before 
a number of bombs had been dro]>ped in the 
area and two of them had not e.xploded. Mine- 
disjiosal sipiads were now busy on the sceiu'. 
'riie worki'rs at the factory also called our atten- 
tion to freslily dug-ov er bomb craters betvi eim 
the r.iilwav tracks leading out of the grading 
sheds. 

"Th(‘re's an uni'xploded bomb right here,” 
eommented one of the w orkers, who was showing 





US round, pointing to tlio ground imincdiately 
lu'iu’uth us. “The inine-disp<»sal men say that 
it won't explode heeau.se i( went in \ cry d<'ep 
and has broken in two. If e started digging 
down to it now we would hold work ui> for 
a wlu)le day. It will have to stay j)ut!" he said 
with a laugh. 

'Idle grading sheel we went into was dark 
fi'oni tile coal-dust that (Hied the air, and 
ro\'er(‘d the walls and the clothes and faces 
of th(' wonuM) working inside. I he odd ra\ of 
sun filtered througli a large crack in one of 
the walls and hare electric hiilhs from the ci'iling 
shed a dim glow on tin' ])roceedings. An endless 
stream of coal was moving down the conveyer, 
gleaming black on its way. d he grading machines 
made a tremendous din and clatter. The foreman 
shouted something in our din'clion, pointing 
first to one then to another of the girls on the 
job, evidently attenifiling to introduce llu'm to 
us, but we were unable to make out a single 
word. The girls smiled in grei'ti ng and onl\ 
their liidh gleamed while in the darkness. 

Some of the wouk'H working tlu'ie had guns 
strapped to their liacks and others lirst-aid kits 
across their shoulders, 1'he work was being 
carried out with a rapid steady rhythm. 'Iln*y 
were all working very hard, as if to get as much 
done as jiossihle before the next air-raid warning 
sounded. 

Luu Van Iruong, the foreman of the grading 
shed, and Dao Viet Can, the leader of the 
factory's Peo])le's Volunteers, all of a sudden 
dived into wdiat looked like a lilaek cave, making 
signs for us to follow' them. We ma<b' our way 
down an underground passage finding our 
bearings wltli the help of a light flickering far 
ahead. First we groped our way along, Ibil aft<*r- 
wards w<' got used to the darkness and were 
able to })icF out large rooms leading off both 


159 


sides of the corridor. There were people sleejiing 
on some of the beds we could see in them. 

“Those are the members from tbe Peoples 
Volunteer (’.orps wbo work the night sliifl Ihey 
don't always ha\e lime to get home between 
shifts while the raids ari' coming thick and 
fast, ami anyway man\ of them li\t‘ in \ illag<“s 
some distance from the tow ii. ’ 

In some of the other underground rooms we 
saw slacks of guns and jiiles of jiacking-cases 
ami varitms l\ pes of equipment. 

“It look SOUK' tinu' befori* w'c had ihesi' 
undergrouud (piarters dug out and ready,” tbe 
foreman went on. “lUit now all the woikers to 
a man have time to laki' proper slu'lter e\ en 














(luring ihc inusl Midthui raids. Ovcrlu'nd there 
is a a really enornious one? 1 lie men from 

lh<“ J*(‘opl(‘’s volunteer (?orj)s can run <ujt tlirough 
the niulerground j)assage lo take up their posi- 
tions aiul ward off <'neni\’ afUieks and, in ease's 
of ernergeney, we can work down liert* as well.” 

After we liad bet'ii shown round w c made 
our wa> slowly up lo ground-hwel again. It was 
a relief to s(‘e blue sky overhead again. W'e 
were then tak('n over to an el<'vated look-out 
post in one of the nearby treuiehes maniu'd by 
P(*ople’s \ (dunl('(‘rs, from w here we could s(h* 
l*oelry Hill, tlu' (lulf of llalong and a town h;df 
in ruins, b'roni our lu'w \'anlage jioinl the 
(Miornious lip-uj) lorrii's loadt'd with coal looked 
liny: tin* world's finest ash-fr('e anthracite starts 
out (Ml its wa\’ to eountri('s hundreds of iuih*s 
away. 

rho same ('\<‘ning we were \isited by a gnuip 
of young \ i«'tnames(' from the proxincial south 
committee. 'I'lu'y came lo ask us about life in 
the So\i<*t I'nion and to talk alxuit things in 
general. 1 he air-raid sirens started up fixe or 
six times in the course of llu’ exening. wSince 
the aircraft-carriers were so lu'ar it took the 
jilanes no more than ten or fift<‘en minuli's to 
fly to th(‘ tow n which meant lliat th(‘> x\ (ua' 
upon us by the time the sir<>ns start<’d uj» Ilul as 
soon as the j>lan<*s took off from the aircraft- 
carriers the local xxarnlng s('rx ice turned off 
all lights in the town. 

Om' of our guests that ex-ening xvas a hsher- 
luan b\ the name of Ngo Tung liac x\ ho saih*d 
the gulf to bring in his catch. He had brought 
along a thick exercise-book xxith him. At lirst 
he hid his light under a bushel, but later agrt'ed 


A wonian-xvorker at the Hcuigity coal-gratling 
depot 
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/ hasten to write a song 
About my beloved sea, 

About the fisfienuan's soul . . , 

Those were ihe openinpr lines in his l)Ook. 

Vietnam is a roiintry of rare beauty aiul 
the l)eauly of its landscape calls forth inspiration 
of rare beauty in men’s hearts. This is perhaps 
wh\' lliere are .so many poets in Melnam and 
the Temple of Literature and the Poetr;^- Milt. 

Nfro run^ Bac as a (bild l)ad been in the 
service of a rich landowner and taken buffaloes 
«)Ul to pasture. Then he worked in a hospital 
lull always dreamt f)f poinpc tn sea. 

■‘h'ishermen always slick by each olhcT and 
arc* ^ c*ry brave, ” Bac assurc'd us. lb* was a 
harulsome young man of twenty-six with linc*l\ 
chiselled features and had a voice* with a m<*Io- 
dious ring to it. 

/ had a sister once. 

Who sailed the bay for fish . . . 

Burnt black by the sun were her eyes . . . 
When it seemed all would perish. 

When junks tossed under stormy shies, 

I was ealrn — 

In my thoughts at my sister's side. 

Then on a quiet siinuner's night 
The foe with black svings so wide 
Soared d<twn, destroying in its flight 
Junk and fisher-girl . . . 

Why do the guiltless have to die? 

As through the waves my course I ply 
Clearly rings out my sister's cry: 

Revenge! 

He also wrote of the beauties of his native 
Ilalong al sunset and how the ties that bind a 
man to iJie sea can only be comi)ared with the 
bonds of true lov'C. 

I must confess that despite the fact that I did 



not know the language and was only jcble to 
hear a rough translation I was still sj>(*ll-bound 
by the* lisherman’s poems. I liad the* impression 
tfiat (ila/unov’s reaclicms were similar and the 
\'ielnaim*se w c*r(* cjuite <*cs1atic. I would h(*sitat<* 
to for(*cast what the future holds in store for 
'lung Bac and 1 am far from an (‘Xjx'rt in 
matl<*rs of |>oetr\, however I f(*el sine tliat 
the fish<‘rman-[)o<*l has bright prosjx'cls alu'ad 
of him. If only war does not distort that 
future. . . . 
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MINERS FROM QEANGNINH 


riianli, a Sacrclary from llic |)ro\ iin ial I W ^ 
cotnmillrr aia ompanKMl us |(> llu- ojUMi-casI 
coal iiuiics al <^hiaii^'^uiMli. llic Ijcail of the \ ict 
iiaiocst' itiiniii;/ iiKiusIrs. lie himself liad (ii'sl 
<'ome lo the area in u hen the I reneli had 

handed o\er‘ llu' |»ils and open-easi mim*s. All 
|1h‘ IVeneh expeiK who had heen workin*^ in 
llio'si' coal mim's h ft the eo^mlr^ and the \ iel- 
names(' had lo manaf^e on tiu'ii’ own. Soon 
aflerwai'ds liowe\er Xielname'x* enyMm ers. jxiad- 
uales fidin Soviet universities, arrivi'd on tlm 
scene. Iln'ie was alreadv a total of 1, 500 tech- 


nical staff theii' — ^nadiiates from universities 
and ti'chnnal scliools. 

,\ few do'/('n miles of I'oad. as \ (M nol remhu-ed 
lotallv impassahle hv homhini^ damafie, wind- 
in*; its way throii^di d('ns(‘ jun^di^ and hills 
si'paraliMl llouiraN from ( am|)lia. llu' counlrv's 
main coal centri'. ddiis area is of \ital imporlatua* 
for tlu‘ \ ielnanu'se eiamomv : it conlains rich 
coal ili'posits, most of which art* woiked tis ()])('n- 
cast mim‘s, thal ju’oviili' North Vietnamese 
industrv with a vital raw material which is 
also exported to many counlii(*s. 


d’hefiull 





\Vc droA’i' past a mining? and our rar 

starlrd to climb uphill aloiif^ a dusty road, 
puffing and pantin|^ as it \Vc were sori\ 

to see lhal the \v<'alber had let ns down on tiial 
occasion: tin' j^ulf and all the hills wei(‘ hiddt'u 
it) a thick, leaden mist. However the dt‘put> 
director of the trust Bui Van Vi who came out 
to meet us near a small wooden hous(‘ on tin' 
hill said as he poinli'd skywards; “^ou ha\(' 
been lucky with the wu'ather, comrad<"s. 'loda\ 
there won t h(‘ an\ air-raids! He was »widenll\ 
overjoyed at the fact that there woidd he nothiu;.^ 
to sloji the miners |j:etlin<r on with their wor'x 
in pence, dhal das s norm would In' e\cee<h'd 
•and tlu're would he an (’\lra (h'lis'ers of i(»al, 
so vital for the counlrs's economy. 

The first thing we stopp<*d to look at was a 
gigantic jnt. At first glance it might have 
appeared as if a stadium was nmh'r construction, 
huill specially to cater for giants. I went v -live- 
ton tip-lorries and excavators looked like mere 
beetles at the bottom of it. Tin' lavi'is of rock 
that had been cleared away formed jiatterns 
reminiscent of the work of .a cutting-mill. 'lh<- 
black iiand of jirecious coal was right down 
almost at the very hollom. 

A few years iireviously a largi* number of 
Vietnamese o])en-cast mines had been recon- 
striicled with the help of Soviet (‘\perls and 
('({uipment. So far these mines are not working 
at full ca])acify and the trust will eonlinm- 
to expand. It was for the most (lart Soviet 
machinery that was lieing us<‘d at tin* open-<ast 
mine which we visited. 

A miner's lot is never an easy one. At first 
glance* those who work above ground in ojien- 
(ast mines are much hette'r off. dhev are free 
from the dangers of explosions and there* are 
no roofs and walls to fall in on top of tln*m, 
instead of a closed-in f(*(*iing there is a bright 


Ih'io of Labour \ u lluu Son is an (‘xcavator 


blue* sky and the sun overh(*ad. llovv(‘V(*r these* 
mine rs from hael a harele r time* ed 

it than the*ir eeilleague's unele-rgrounel. The* fai t 
that the*\ we re* e*xpose*el to fre*sh air anel the* sk\ 
was for lhe*m me*re‘lv a source* of aelditional 
worm’s and prohle*im. dhe y\me*rieans we*re‘ 
aware* how important it was for the* eeuintry that 
the* work of llu’sr mine*rs shouhl proee-e’el 
without inl(*rnjplion and they wa're* doing e*ve‘rv - 
thing within the*ir povve'r to elisrupl it. 

At any minute* the bright blue* sky e-oulel be* 
liaiisformeel from a balm for the* e*\e‘S to a 
roaring he*ll. d hose* harbingi’rs of ele*ath, the* 
\me*rie*an Phantoms useel to apj)e*ar overhe*ael 
many times each day and start bombing and 


op(‘ralor 



shelling. Then ihe miners would slioulder their 
rifles and man the anti-aircraft guns that stood 
nearby at the ready. 

One of the Heroes of Labour at w’ork in that 
mine, an excavator operiitor by the name of 
Vu Hun S<»n inlt'rrupted his work for a few 
minutes to come and talk to us; it was fnun 
him that we learnt that the miners had just 
coineil a m‘w rallying slogan; ‘Let us <b‘feat 
the Aimuican aggressors througli oiir labour.” 
However one would be comj)let(*ly justified in 
asserting that tlie miners of (b>f»r^gninh als() 
made an imj)ortani contribution to th(‘ ultimate 
def('at of tin* aggre^ssoi's in battle, for a consider- 
able number of eneiUN plain's ha\’e been shot 
down \)\ the com]>etent marksmen of tin* miners' 
d('lachm('nls of llu' Ih'ople's XOIuiiteer Lor])S. 
'Llu' lith' ‘Tn\ incibl(‘s” had lu'cn conferred (Ui 
one of lhos(' dclai'linn'nls which had been pre- 
seutc'd with a special haimer from tin' South 
Vietnam Xational Liln'ralion I'ront, for bringing 
down tw o IMianloins. 

Vu Him Son also told us h()W difficult it 
had bei'ii to g('l the mines working projierly 
after the counlrN had Ix'en liln'rated from the 
I’ri’in h colonisers. I hev had left chaos behiml 
tln'in and most of the niaihinery and <'(|uipnient 
had been worn-out and obsolete. It was then 
that So\iet experts and So\iel machinery had 
I'onn' to the rescue. 

“X es,” said \ u with a sigh, "we ri'ally had 
our hands full of prohleins to coj)e with tin'll! 
Ne\ ertheh'ss we manaired to fullil the targi'ts 
for tin' hirst hi\e-Year Plan ahead of scln'dule 
and at the monn'ut w (' ai'e also ahead of the 
current targets. \ in'w generation of experienced 
pt'rsonni'l has grow n u|> in the meanlinie. In this 
open-cast iniiu' alone w t' have got si'ven engi- 
nt'ers and there are over a hundred men with 


tiH'hnical qualifications al a secondary level, 
nearly all young people.” 

I asked Vu IIuu Son to tell us something about 
the most interesting jieojile al that particular 
mine, about those who had distinguished them- 
selves both in their work and military feats. 
He gave me a telling smile: “Why pick out 
anyone in particular? That kind of thing can 
lead to conceit, which is something we do not 
want to eneoiirage at any price. We believe that 
even the title Hero of Labour conferred on a 
single individual is a common feat, a collective 
achievement.” 

This attitude was indeed utterly characteristic 
of the Vietnaim'si', this urge m»l to single them- 
selves out, not to talk of their own achievements, 
rhey always put their comradi's first and what 
they had achii'ved through common efforts. 

Afti'r a short jiause Vu went on: “Hero of 
l.abour is not a tilh* that allows x on to sit back 
and rest on your lauri'ls. Aon have' to jirovi' 
voursi'lf worthy of it, day in, day out. " Ihen 
he stretched out his small, hard hand to us for 
a farewell handshaki'. A moment lali'r the enor- 
mous bucket of his ('xca\ator was h'lling out 
a loinl, scraping nois(> as it buried its teeth into 
a block of anthracite. 

On our return to Hanoi after that x’isit to 
(luangninh we learnt that an exhibition of 
( ila/.unov's works had he(Mi opi'iied in the cajiital. 
It had hi'cn si't u]» in a smallish hall w lu're 
there was not enough room to display all the 
drawings he had completed during our V'isit. 

Later articles appeared in the local }»apers 
about (ila/.uno\'s work complete with rc'pro- 
ductions of a number of his drawings. The ex- 
hibition w as X isited by large numbers everv dav. 

A woman from the coal-grading dcjiol 




CONFIDENT OF VICTORY 



Tlie time was drawing near for ns In hid 
farewell to heroic \ ielnain. In ils resolute, eoiira- 
f'eons ])eople. On the da\ of our di'parliire we 
had a ineetiii*r with (’.nnirade la' Doan, I'irsl 
Seei-etary of llie ('entraJ (a>mniilte<' of the \ ie|- 
namcs(' \\ Orkinfjj 1 %'ople's l^•^rly. (da/iinov and 
I made th(' jmirney lo;^ellier with representali\ es 
of a vSoviet (ultiiral deh'^^alion lliat was .dsn 
in Hanoi at th(‘ time. 

(.omrade Le Dnan greeted all pres<'nl with 
a sniil<' and said: “h(‘oph> from tin' So\i<‘l I nion 
ofl(‘n \ isit \ ietnarn. ' I h' then \\e!il on to talk 
of llu‘ inestlmahh' si^jiilleanee of eidtural <'oll;i- 
!)oration h('tvv<'(‘n onr two eonnlries and of tiu' 
facilities j)ro\’ided for X ieltiarnc'se to stud\ and 
train in the So\ iel I 'nion. 

“Our stndc'nts,” he eontitioed, "‘who stod\ in 
tin* So\i»'t I iiion work not onK' to promote tin' 
^otod of tlu'ir own eonntr\, wlmn the\ ic-lurn 
after graduation or simpU for holldaNs. hut also 
make an important eont rihntion to the adv ance' 
of tin' whole of Southeast .\sia. Such possihditic's 
w ('!'«' not o[K*n to me, In' adth'd hv wav of 
( onel nsion. 

After a short pause while tea was pourc'd out, 
Le Duan wc'iil on; “ I he si^nifleanec' of tin' 

< letoher Hevolution for onr peo|»le is hev ond 
eompart' We rc'volutionaiits of the older ^'eiier- 
ation have always (('h'hiatc'd that dav as a en-.p 
occasion, althouj^h actions <»f that kind held out 
jn-ospc'cts of chains and prison. In Lt.'ltl 1 and 
mv comrades w eie in jnison on AOvcmln'r 7 lh, 
vet all the same' we clamheri'd uj> on to the 
prison w'all and sliouled out slogans in honour 
of the Soviet Lnion. Nejvv when we no lon”er 
hv(' undei' a colonial reejine, we make a |)oint 
of celehralin^ that ^reat day with all dm- 
(•('rc'inony. 

“()ur victory would have heen impossihle 
without tin' Oc'tohc'r Ilevolution. Our Aiif^iisl 


llevolnlion could never liavc' taken plac'c' had it 
not in-c'ii for v our victory over na/.i (o'rmanv 
and Japan. 

“It would aho hc' impossihh' for u,' to carrv 
on without your mati'ital hc'lp Lcpiallv im|><u‘- 
taut for us howc'vc'r is your moral support, the' 
slatemeuls of tin' Sov ic't ( Io\ c'rnnn'nt and |n'oph' 
in support of the' just striieeh' we ac'c vca^ine 
in-ri' in N’lc'tn.im. 

"(>ur countrv was im icclihlv poor and unde r 
cleveh>pe-d w In'U It lirst fi;aim'd mde'pe'nch'in c' , 
'.hanks to tin- hene ye'ai's unch'r the' imju'i ialisls 
w c' camc' to power c'lnpt v -handc'd. ^ c't now we- 
are convincc'd that w (' shall win ihroueit, that 
South Xic'tnam will hc' lihcr;ited.'' 

lurnin^ to llva (Ila/.unov, Lc' Duan saici with 
a smile; 

“\ visit let Setuth ^ie'^nam would he' v c'lv 
inte'reslin;^ for an artist. .At tin* nntmeni, ad- 
milte'ellv, such a visit is out of tin* epu'stion hut 
one* dav it will he* pitssihh*. ctf that \ ou can 
he- sure-. 

" I ln*r<‘ is still a eoetd de'.d of hardship in 
stetre* fetr iJs in our slrue;^h' a^minsi ihe* ,\nn'ri( an 
at(;^oe'-..se»rs. What ot her pe'oph* c..n v on name' that 
hav he-e'ii hehtiii;/ noii'slop for so manv ve-ars ’! 

‘.\f|ei ourviclorv in Ih.'t^i I workial foranotln>r 
two V e-.o-s in South Vietnam and I can liulv 
say that what tin* people' of Setuth Vietnam Imies 
fetr m<is| of all is peace* I sav this to ve»u as 
a 1 e pi ese ntaliv c- etf the pe'ctple etf ihc' South 
I hat IS fhc' hri^^hl ^.roal fetr w Inc h w e* an- hehline 

I' 1 1'st Seere 't a ev I .e * Duan e I re w pa i t n 1 1 1 a r 
alle'iilietn let the' hei'etisin elisjtlaveci hv Viet 
namesc' wetmc'ii, and let the* wav in w hn h ihev 
canie'el ctut their three' most impetrlant duties. 

Le' Duan e;,\e us a detailed accenml of tin* 
ways in which the* Viclnamc'se pe'ople was mohi- 
lisinj.^ all its resources let Ite'al Itack .Vmeriean 
ae^ressictn. Ih* im'iitioned tin* name's etf many 
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hor()C“ri and in rnnclusion pninled nnl that llip 
iuM'oisin nf thp Sv)\ |M'ople duiing tin' (Irpat 
Patriotic \\ar of 1941-P)''jr» was an inspiring 
example for tlu' \ ictnam(‘sc. 

After that there were cordial fan-wells and 
we Si'l olT. NVlien we ^ol into tin* ear Li- i'hanh 
announced that nn e had heen granted a permit 
to visit a unil of rocket truops. We tiiou^hl it 
Wduld he impossihle to til in because it Mas 
alread\ midd.av and unr plam- wa^ due tu leave 
at scNcn (mIocK that exeninjj, and mc still luul 
to ^'('l pai-k«*d afid collect up (Ilayunov's draM- 
iuj^s. . . . 

''\\ hat time Miudd we gel hack * ' 

“If there an- not too mans air-raids mc shouhl 
h(‘ htick hv six o’ilock." 

What Mould luippen if tlu* opposite Mould 
he the ease retpured no explanation! Hum ever 


we could not p(Kssihly h*av(* Metnam without 
visiting the rock(*t troops. 

We slopped outside the anti-aircraft defenre 
lieadquarters to pi(k up a seni(»r lieutenant on 
the staff there, m ho Mas to he our guide. Ht* 
looked tir»*d «)ul and after gre('ling us he took 
off his steel helmet, put it on his knees and 
aflt-r t(‘lling tin* dri\’er to go more cpiickK, 
hecaus<' there was going to he an air-raid any 
minute, do/ed right off. riie Mcather Mas p(*rf(‘el 
for the .\mericau ]>ilots that day, hot and sunny, 
and not a cloud to he seen. 

I'he soldiers on dul\' at the check-point on 
the outskirts of Hanoi Men* most reluctant to 
let us through. “It's a x'cry dangerous lime 
noM,” explaim-d one of the officers. “Maids 
always begin at about this time of day mIk’H 
the Mcalher s sunny.” 



\\\* wct<' slill raring thr Milmrlis 

when tlu‘ piercing w lime ol the siieiis staiieil 
up I he coin ma ruler uf the loastal ilefeiu e 
turned out to lu' tpriti' rl^liL 

d'lie pra-seiiei' of tlu' ofdeef from the atilr- 
alreraft defeiiee lieaihiiiarlers iiu'ani that we 
were not ^lupju'd an\ where eii route. We drove 
at a hifjfh speed alorij^ the (h'seited iiiam loail 
and alori” dns|\ tracks past tiee-lields and small 
\ illages. 

At last the seiiror Irentenant mad<‘ a siy;ii tn 
the dri\(‘r to stop ne.ii- a small ;^n'o\e of tri'es. 
Inmnaiialeix the <ai' was sn/woimded h\ a emwd 
ol small hoys All aroimd tlu-i’e was nothing 
hut hushes, hulfahu's praaei'frrlly ehewirr;j LCrass 
and small l)o\ s. If it had not been lot the 
eharaetertstte hum of the radar not far awa\ 
one would never have drisarnt that roikel troops 
w t>ri> slat ioued tu'arhv . 

rile ( S Air I'oree startl'd homhiti^ tin* l)|t\ 
ou I'ehruarv lilh, llMio I low I'v (’r I hese hat haroris 
houihin^ raids did not ^i» unpunished; North 
\ ieluariu'se aiili-airerafl units soon started mark- 
mjj: up there haul of shot-down I’hantoms, Skv- 
h.ivvks and olhi'r Ivpes of em-mv aircraft 

Ihe \ met ieaus w er(' forei'd I o a<l tn 1 1 . .Situ e 
our air .iltaeks he|.ran the enernv has aeeomphsin <l 
a t r'ernernh nrs and v r'tv fru-midahle huild-rrp 
m his air defi-tu es llu' North \ iet iiamese air 
ilefrtiee (' n V i I'o r iti u'l 1 1 over-all. itieltulin^ atili 
aircraft lire, s n ifa ee- 1 o-a i r rni>'>iles, and ,M M i 
aircraft, h.is heen deserilu'd as the tiutsl deadiv 
tin* world has e\(>f seen, dire massive all’ defenee 
has I'xai li'd a heavv loll of .Vmerieaii aiierafl 
and pilots.' 

We sat for some time m the ^rass talkiii^'^ to 
the spii^l tllv little hov s. Mv ^‘ 11 1 1 lal I \ our ^riride 
said that the all-eleai’ had been j^iveii and we 
could ; 4 o and sec the loeki'l crew. 

When we jjol to tin* r’oeket einjiku eineiit we 


wereim't hv twoclderlv and ('\tr<*mclv sunhurnt 
laplaiiis. ('oinraih' I ,e Tinli (ominander of 
llu* hattahon, arid (dunrade ri'i'iii I loa. the 
hattahoii commissar I'rill of sinih like all 

\ U'tiiamese llu*v shovvc d iis lonnd their “set 11}) 
W'e vvei-e taken over to llu' enormous cainou- 
lla^’cd I .a kr*ls w ell hidden from outside ohser v ei s, 
that were readv to rend the deceptive (|niet 

with a iiuphlv roai’ am! soar- '-kvward'- I he 

radar .md all the list ol the hallalunis eipiip 
merit were lirinlv einhedded in llu* ^I’ound 

I aski'd what had heen tlu’ outcome of the 

air-raid that had taken jilace jiisl hefnre nur 
arrival “I'ivi' j^roiips of Vuu'iican j»lanes skirted 
Hanoi to tin* southwest, " tiu’ captain iiiforincd 
Us “ I his trine it was I S planes haseil m I hai 
land, allhou<xh it is inoi’e usual for* them to come 
from aii’craft call lei’s lire a ii 1 1 -a i rcia ft defence 
headcpiai lers supplies us with a constant stream 
1)1 information as to the eiicinv, s rnov eiiu'iits. 

llu- c’oiiiinissar iiu'aiiwhih' }/avc oiu' of the 
rocket-^ ail appi c'ciat i V e pat with the palm of 
his hand saviii”^. “70/ /a/n ' 'which m \u't- 
naniese means 'l ine stnll' 

I hat particular nx ki l hat'alion for anti- 
aircraft defence had heen set U|> within the* 
last fc'w v’c'ai’s. \lmost ail tlu' offici-rs who had 

jDiiic'd llu' rocket troops hail had their niihlai'v 
tramm;^ m the ionise ol tire war a;.rainsl the 

I reiuli Manx of tiic'in had heen anti aircraft 
^znniiers m the past The' snldieis on the- other 
hand were* lor the most par t v ei v v ouii': 
nu'inhc'rs of the I W N and fairlv nc'w recruits 

All the- men in the hattaiion live d on the spot. 
While* on ae-tiv’c serv ic'e thev were* holh improv- 
ing' tlu‘ir niihtarv (| iiali licat ie>ns anil folli)wmv. 
studv courses. Ihe-v slept on the* spot as well 

readv’ to face' tin* enernv at anv moment d 

the dav or ni^hl. 

After we* had hi'i'ii shown round we sat down 
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for a < lial iitnlrr a widr ra trjonfla'.^r raii<»p\ . J In* 
(•< >in II lissar |)oint<*<l to N'ovin^i; hanatia tif^s plaiil 
«-(l nMiiid tin* ami llio luTaslu ink : ' 'I ln^ 

local iiiliahilanls ara lakiiif^ t‘arc of \i'^. \ on 

see. 1 lie wliole popiila I inn ar e lieliiml ns anil 
help nut all lhe\' possihls ean. Winn (i^hlinj^ 
IS in pnt^^ress imanlxTs nf llu' lh‘o]ile\ \ ninnteer 
( nrps Use I'llles ami inaehine-^^nns In shoot at 
the enein\ ami ha\e stored i onsidi'iahh' sne- 
ersses . 

We asked the men lio\\ many planes tlie\ liad 
shot down a 1 1 oji;el her In tones of eveeplional 
inodestN < Oniiade i ,i' 'linh repin-d to m\ 
(jueslloii: ‘We work in liaison with artilh'rv hat- 
terii'. and have a common scom' In the ionise 
• >f appro\nnatel\ twentv encounters with the 
enem\ we have hronjjhl down twentv planes* 

1 lien Le dinh intiodnced ns tt» the foremost 
memhi't's of the l»attalion-a vonn^ soldier Hni 
\ an l)mh and scij^eant .N^’'n\<*n Ihaii}.' Ilao who 
was in ihais.n‘ of llit' rixki't installations riiey 
were holh v eiN' modest and somewhat sh\. 
(Iradnallv however wc manaj^i'd to draw them 
on t . 

Snddenlv a teleplione started rin^dn;^. ke M iidi 
picked np the receiver and ^a\ c a monosv Ilahic 
answer to wliat was said to him I hen he Inined 
|(* ns to sav tfiat accoralin^ to information from 
antiaircraft defence headi j na rt ers Ameriian 
planes were appro ichin^e 

\ soft r 11'' t le like a jj:en t Ic hree/e passed 
thiinij.rh the assemhled hattalion ami liefore we 
liad lime to look round the nnm w t’r<‘ all at tlndr 
posts. 





Vi«‘lnam will ncs er siirr('n(ler!| 



That same flay we left Hanoi, 
blit our hearts shall always be 
with you, Vietnam, our planet’s 
pain and pride. 


M- Ku-^ian l.v' K \ r[l\KLM. JI DI.LSON 
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